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To TiiB Right HQKOuiii^aL& 



Mr- P I T T- 



Sir, 

NEVER poor Wight of a Dedica- 
tor had Ids hopes from his De- 
dication, than I have from this of 
mine ; for il is written in a bye cor- 
ner of the kirigddmv and in a retired 
thatched h0ufe> where I live in a con- 
ftant endeavour to fence againft the 
infirmities of ill-health, and other evils 
of life, by mirth ; being firmly per- 
iiiadedthat eVery time a man fmilcs 
— but much more fo, when he laughs, 
that it adds fbmething to this Frag- 
ment of Life. 

I humbly beg. Sir, that you will 

honour this book by taking it (not 

xinder your protedlion, — it muft pro- 
tect itfelf, but)— into the country with 
jrou i where, if I am ever told, it has 
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polkibns which were then upperraoft : Hai 

they duly weighed and confidered all this, and 
proceeded accordingly,— I am verily perfuaded 
1 (hould have made a qpite different figure ia the 
world, from that, in which the reader is likely 

to fee me Believe me, good folks, this is not 

fo inconfiderable a thing as many of you may 

think it ; you have all,^ I dare fay, beard of 

the animal fpirits, as how they are transfufed* 

from father tofon, &c. &c. and^agrcat 

deal to .that puqnife ; 1 1 . — r —Well,* yiwr may 
take my word, that nine parts ia ten of a man*& 
fenft or his nonienfe, his fuccefTes and mifcarria- 
j^s in this world depend upon their motions and 
aftivity, and the different trafts and trains you: 
put^em-ippov ib that when they are once fet 
a^goingf whether Tight or wrong, '«is> not^a half- 
penny matter, away they go cluttering 

like hey-go-mad, and by treading the fame fteps. 
over and over again, they prefently make arToad 
of it, as plain and as finooth as a garden-walk, 
which, when thgr are once ufed to, the Devil, 
himfelf ibmetimes (hall not be able to drive them^ 
cfFit. 

• Pray, my dear, quoth my mother, have you 
not forgot to wind up the clock ? — — Good G — F 
cried my father^ making an exclamation, but ta- 
king care to moderate his voice at the lame time, 

- Did ever woman-, fince the creation of the 

world, . interrupt a man with- fuch a filly quefti-. 

on ? Pray, what was your father faying I 

Nothing. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. n. 



——Then, pofkivdy, there is nothing ih 
Ac qocflioai that I can fee, either good or bad. 
■ — Then let me tell you, Sir, it was a 

itry unieafonabk queftwn at leaft' — becaufe 

ir fcattered and difperied the animal fpirits, whoie 
Imfineis it was to have eiccrrted and gone hand- 
m-handwith the HOJMUNCULUS, and 
condoAed htm iafe to the place deftined for hb 
reception. 

ITic HoMUNcuLus, Sir, in how-ever low 
Mid ludicrous a light he may appear, in this age 

of levity, to the eye <rf folly or prejudice } 

to the eye of reifon in fcientific refearch, he 

ftands confeflcd^ a Being guarded and cir- 

cumfcribed' with^ rights : The minuteft 

philofophers,^ who, by the bye, have the moft 
enlarged underftandings (their louls being inverfe- 
lyas their enquiries) fh^ us unconteftably, — 
That the Homunculus, is.createdby the fame 
hand,— — engendered in the fame coune of na- 
ture,— -—endowed with the fame locomotive 

powers and faculties with us : That he con- 

fifts, as we do, of ildn, hair, fat, flefli, veins, 
arteries, ligaments,^ nerves, cartileges, bones, 
marrow, brains, glands, genitals, humour, and 
articulations i is a being of as much aftivity, 

■ ■ and, in all ienfes of the word, as mucli 
and as truly our fellow-cf-eature, as my Lord' 
Chancellor of England. He may be benefit- 
ed, he may be injured, — he may obtain re- 

drefs $ in a word, he has all the claims and- 

lights of humanity, which Tully, PufFendorf, or 
A 4 the 
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the beft ethick writers allow to arife out of that 
ilatc and relation. 

Now, dear Sir, what if any accident had be- 
fallen him in his way alone ?~or that, thro' ter- 
ror -of it, natural. to fo young a traveller, my 
little gentleman had got to his journey's end mi- 
ferably fpent -, his mufcular ftrength and vi- 
rility worn down to a thread ; — his own animal 
fpirits ruffled beyond defcription, — and that ln» 
this fad difordered ftate of nerves, he had laid 
dowr) a prey to fuddcrt ftaris, or a feries of me- 
lancholy dreams:and fancies for nine long months 

together. 1 tremble to think what a foundation 

had been laid for a thoufand weaknefles both of 
body and mindj which no fldll of the phyfician 
or the philofopher could ever afterwards have fet 
thoroughly to rights. 



: . C H A P. III. 

TO my uncle Mr. Toby Shandy do I ftand in- 
debted for the preceding anecdote, to 
whom my father, who was an excdlent natural 
philofopher, and much given to clofe reafoning 
upon the fmalleft matters, had oft, and heavily 
complained of the injury j but once more parti- 
cularly, as my uncle Toby well remembered, up- 
on' his obferving a moft unaccountable obliquity, 
(as he called it) in my manner of fetting up my 
top, and juftjf)4ng the principles upon which 

I had done it, the old gentleman fhook his 

head, and in a tone more expreffive by half of 
forrow than reproach,— he {aid his heart all a- 
long foreboded, and he faw it verified in this, 
and from a thoufand other obfervations he had 

made 
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made upon mej That I fhould never think nor 
aft like any other man's chUd : — But alas ! con- 
tinued he, (haking his head a feco&d time, and 
wiping away a tear which was trickling down hie^ 
cheeks. My Triftram's misfortunes began nine 
months before ever he came inta the world. 

My mother^ who was fitting by, looked 

up — i— but £he knew no more than her backfide 
what my father meant,T— but my uncle Mr. Toby 
Shandy, who had been often informed of the 
affair,,— underftood him very wclk. 



CHAP. Tv:. 

I Know there are readers in the worldi ^^ 
well as many other good people in it, who- ' 
are no readers^ at all,— who find thcmfelves ill at 
eafe, unlefs they are let ^into the whole fecretv.. 
from firftto laft of every thing which concenw - 
you. 

It is in pure, compliance with this humour- of 
theirs, and from a backwardnefs in my natm*e 
to difeppoint any one foul living, that I have been 
fo very particular already.. As my life and opi- 
aions are likeLy ti) make fome noife in the world,, 
and, if I conjefture right, will take in all ranks,., 
profeffions, and denominations of men whatever, ., 
— —be.no. lefs read than the Pilgrim's.Pxogrefs - 

itfelf and, 'm the end, prove the very thing 

which Montaign dreaded hk. eflays ihould turn 
40ut, that is, a. book for a parlour window ; ■ . ■ ■ > 
Lfind it neceffary to donfult every one a little iu 
his turn ; and therefore muft beg. pardon for go* 
ing. on a little further in the , fame way : For 
A . j[ whick* 
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which ciufe^. right slad I am,, that I haYC hcgam. 
the. htAory of myCdif in the way I have done : 
and that I am able to goon tracing every thing in 
ity aS'Horace fays, ab Ovo. 

Horace, I know^. does not recommend this 
la(hi(Hi altogether : But that gentleman is fpeak- 
ing only of an epic poem or a tragedy ; — (I 
forget which) -rbefides, if it was not fo, Ifliould 
beg -Mr. Horace's pardon jr^for in writing what 
I have fer about, . I (hall confine myfelf neither 
to his rules, nor to any man's rules that ever 
lived. 

To fuch, however, as do not choofe to go fo - 
far back into thefe thmjzs, I can give no better, 
advice, than that they ikip over the remaining 
part of this chapter j for I dechre before-hand, 
'tis wfY>te only for the. curious and inquifuive. 

Shut the door —I was beget 

in the night> betwixt the firft Sunday, and the 
firft Monday in the month of March, in the year 
of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and 
eighteen. I am pofitive I was — Bat how I came 
to'be fo very particular in my account of a thing 
which happened before I was born, is owing to 
another. fmall anecdote known only in our own 
family, but now made public for the better clear- 
ing up this point. 

My father, you muft know, who was origi- 
nally a Turkey merchant, but had left ofFbufi- 
ncfs for fome years, in order to retire to, and 
die upon his paternal eftate in the county of 
>— " ■' ■■■, was, I believe, one of the mod re- 
gular men in every thing he did, whether 'twas 
matter of buixnefs, or matter of amufement, that 
ever lived. As a 'finall Ipcdmen of this extreme 
iHBcflnefs of his to which he was in truth a 

flavc, 
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flave, ^^ he had made it a rule for many years 

of his life, on the firft Sunday night of every 

month throughout the whole year, — as certain 
as ever the Sunday night came,-- — to wind up 
a large houfe-clock which he had ftanding upon 

the back-ftairs head, with his own hands : 

And being fomewhere between fifty and fixty 
years of age, at the time I have been fpeaking 

ofj he had likeMnfe gradually brought fomc- 

othcr little family concernments to the lame pe- 
riod, in order, as he would often fay to my un- 
cle Toby, to get 'them' all out of the way at one 
time, and be no more* plagued and pellered with 
them the reft of thd month. 

It was attended but with one misfortune, 
which, in a great Uleaftre, fell upon myftlf, and 
the effefts of which I fear I fliall carry with me 
to my grave ; namely that from an unhappy af- 
fociation of ideas which have no conneflion in 
nature, it {o fell out at length, that my poor 
mother could never hear the faid clock wound 
up,-' — but the thoughts of fpme other thing? 
unavoidably popped into her head,-— ^-fa" vice 
ver/a :—• ^-which ftrange combination of ideas, 
the fagacious Locke, who certainly underftood 
the nature of thefe things better' than moft men, 
affirms to have produced more wry anions than 
all other fources of prejudices whatfoever. • 

But this by the' bye. 

Now it appears, by a memorandum hi Iny fa- 
ther's pocket-book, which now liesupon the table, 
<^ That on Lady-day, which was on the i5th of 
** the fame month in which I date my genSiure, 
«« —my father fet out upon his journey to tiOn- 
«* don with my eldcft brother, Bobby, to fix |^ 
^ at Weftminftarfchoolj'* and as it appears ffom 
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the fame authority, " That he did not get down 
to his wife and family till the fecond week in May 
following," — it brings the thing almoft to a cer- 
tainty. However, what follows in the beginning 
of the next chapter puts it beyond all poflibility 
of doubt. 

. But pray. Sir, What was your father 

doing all December, — January, and Feburary ? 

Why, Madam, — he was all that time 

affliflcd with a Sciatica. 



CHAP. V. 

ON the fifth day of November, 1718, which 
to the acra fiixed on, was as near nine ka- 
lendar months as any hufband could in reafon 

have exp^fted, was I Triflram Shandy, Gent- • 

man, brought forth into this fcurvy and difaftrous 

world of ours. I wifh I had been born 

in the Moon, or in any of the planets, (except 
Jupiter or Saturn, bccaufe I nev«r could bear 
cold weather,) fdr it could not well have fared 
worle with ine in any of them (though I will not 
anfwcr for Venus) than it has in this vile dirty 
planet of ours^-r: — which o*my confcience, with 
reverence be it fpoken, I take to be made up of 

the (hreds and clippings of the reft ; : not 

but the planet is well enough, provided a man 
could be born in it to a great title or to a great 
cftate ; or could any how contrive to be called 
up to public chai-gef, and employments of dig- 
nity and power j- but that is not my cafe . 

and -therefore every man will fpcak of the fair as 

his own market has gone in it j for which 

caufe I affirm it over again to be one of the vi- 

left 
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left worlds that ever was made ; for I can tru- 
ly fay, that from the firft hour I drew my breath 
in it, to this, that I can now fcarce draw it at 
all, for an afthma I got in fcating againft the wind 

in Flanders ; 1 have been the continual 

fport of what the world calls Fortune ; and tho' 
I will not wrong her by faying. She has ever 
made me feel the weight of any great and fignal 

evil; yet with all the good temper in the 

world, I affirm it of her. That in every ftage of 
my life, and at every turn and coyier where (he 
could get fairly at me, the ungracious Duchefs has 
pelted me with a fet of as pitiful mifadventures 
and crofs accidents as ever fmall Hero fuftained. 



CHAP. VI. 

IN the beginning of the laft chapter I inform- 
ed you exaftly when I was born ; but 

I did not inform you bow. No, that particular 

was referved entirely for a chapter by itfelf ; 

befides. Sir, as you and I are in a manner per- 
feft ftrangers to each other, it would not have 
been proper to have let you into too many cir- 
cumftances relating to myfelf all at once.——— 
You muft h^ve a Mttle patience. I have under-* 
taken, you fee, to write not only my life, but 
my opinions alfo; hoping and expefting that 
your knowledge of my chara^er, and of what 
kind of a mortal I amj^ by the one, would giy^ 
you a better relifh for the other : As you proceed 
further with me, the flight acquaintance,, wbicli 
is now beginning betwixt us, will grow into fa- 
IDiliarity § and £at unkfs one of us b ia faulty 

wilt 
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will terminate in friendftiip.— O diem praps 

darum !r ^then nothing which has 

touched me will be thought trifling in its nature^- 
or tedious in its telling. Therefore^ my dear 
friend and companion,^ if you ihould think me 
fbmewhatfparing of my narrative on my firft fet- 

ting out, bear with me, and let me go on, 

and telltny ftory my own way : or if I ihould 

ieem now and then to trifle upon the road, or 
fliould fometimee put a fool's cap with a bell to 

it for a momegt or two as we pa6 aloi^,.^^ 

don't fly'^ofF, — but rather coorteoiifly ffte me^ 
credit for a little more wifilom than- 2q^pear8t>n 
my outfide j- — and as we jogg on, either laugh 
with me, or at me, or in fhort do aAy thing,-*— 
only keep, your temper. 



CHAP, VIL\ 

VN th>s lame-village where my father 'and mo^ 
J ther dwelt, dwelt alio a thih, upright) mo- 
therly, notable, good old body of a midwife^ 
whor with the help of a Uttle^lain good* fenfe, 
and fame ^ears.fiJl employment in 'her bufinefs, 
iff which (he had all along truffed little to -her 
own efforts, and a great de^ to thereof dame 

Nature ^T had acquired, in her -way, no 

finall degree of reputation in ^he world 5 -: — by 
which word World, need I in this place inform 
your worfhip, that I would be underflood to 
mean no more of it, than a fmall circle defcrib* 
ed upon the circle of the great world of four 
Engfifh miles diameter, or thereabouts, of which ' 
the cottage where the good old woman lived, is 

foppofcd to be the centre. She had been left, 

it 
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k feems, a widow m great diftrds, with three or 
four finall children, in her forty-feventh year ; 
and as flie was at that time a perlbn of decent 

carriage, gra^e deportment, a vroman 

moreover of few words, and withal an objeft of 
companion, whoie diftrefs and filence under it 
called out the louder for a friendly lift : the wife 
of the parfon of the parifh was touched with jn- 
ty; and having often lamented an inconveni- 
ence,, to which her huiband's flock had for ma- 
ny years been expofed, inafmuch, as there was 
iu> fuch riling as a mid\i4fe, of any kind or de- 
gree to be got at, let the cafe have been never fo 
nrgent, within lefs than fix or feven long miles 
siding; which faid feven long miles in dark 
nights and difmal roads, the countty thereabouts 
being nothing but a deep clay, was almoft equal 
to fourteen; and that in efieA was ibmetimes 
next to haidng no midwife at all, it came into, 
her head, that it would be doing as feaibnabk a 
kindnefs to the whole parifii, as to the poor 
creature herielf to get her a little inftrufted in 
fome of the pliain principles' of the bufinefs,.in * 
order to let her up in it. As no woman there- • 
abouts was better qualified to execute the plan fhe 
bad formed than herfetf, the gentlewoman very 
charitably undertook it; and having great in- 
fluence over the female part of the parifh, fhe 
fbund no difiiculty in efFefting it to the utmofl 
of her wifbes. In truth, the parfon joined his 
interefl with the wife's in the whole affair, and 
in order to do things as they fhould be,- and give 
die poor foul as good a title by law to pra^i& as 

his wife had pven by inftitution. he chear- 

fully paid the fees for the ordinary '^licence him- . 
tdf, amounting in the whole^ to. the fum of 
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eighteen fiullings a&d four pence ; {6 that W 
twixt them bouj the japod w(Mtaan was fiil3rfn*> 
veftedin the. real and corporal pqfibifion of 'her 
officei together with all its rights, members, .and 
appurtenances whatfoever. 

Thefe laft words, you muft know, were not- 
according to the old form inVhkh foch licences,, 
faculties, and powers o&ally ran„ which jil;like 
cafes had heretofore been granted t6 theiiifteri- 
hood. But it was according to a ncfat Ibiaiuila 
of Didius his own devifing,. who having a. pai«> 
ticular turn for takmg to piec^s^ and new framr 
ijQig over again,, all kind of iiiOrumeiits in that 
way, not only hit upon this- dainty amendment^ 
but coaxed many of the old licenied matrons in , 
the neighbourhood, to. opentheir faculties afreflxj^ 
in order to have this whim-wham of his in«- 
ferted.. 

I own I nev^r could' envy IMdins Iq thefts 
kinds of fancies rf hii;— But every man to*hi$. 
own taftc.— — Did not Dr. Kunaurokius, that 
great man, at his leifure hours, take the greateft 
delight imaginable In combing of . afle$ tails^. 
and plucking the dead h^sout with his teeth,,, 
tho' he had tweezers always in his pocket I Nay,, 
if. you come to that, = Sir, have not the wifeft 
men in all ages, not excepting Solomon hlmfelf, 

have they not had their Hobby-Horses 5 

their running horfes, their cedns and 

their cockle-fticlls, their drums and their trum-r 

pets, their fiddles, their pallets their mag* 

gots and their butterflies? and fo long as 

a. man rides his Hob by-Horse peaceably and. 
quietly along the King's highway, and neither 

compels you or mc to get up beMnd him,- 

Erayj^ 
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Pra}!, Sir, what have either you or I to do with 

it? 



CHAP. VIII. 

— : De guftibus non eft difputandum 5 > 

that is, there is no difputing againft Hobbt- 
HoRSESj and, for my part, I feldom do; nor 
could I with any fort of g^ace, had 1 been an 
enemy to them at the bottom, for happening at 
certain intervals and changes of the Moon, to 
be both fidler and painter, according as the fly 

ftings : Be it known to you, that I 

keep a coupjie of pads myfelf, upon which, in 
their turns, (nor do I care who knows it) I fre- 
quently ride out and take the air ; — tho- fome- 
times to my (hame be it fpoken, I take fome- 
what longer joumies than what a wife man 
would think altogether right. But the truth is, 

—I am not a wife man ; and befides am 

a mortal of fo little conl^quence in the world, it 
is not much matter what I xlo ; fo I feldom fret 
or fume at all about it : Nor does it much 
difturb my reft when I fee fuch great Lords and 
tall Perfonages as hereafter follow— fuch for in- 
ftance, as my Lord A, B,* C, D, E, F, G, 
H, a, K, L, M, N, O, P, Q^, and fo oi>, 
all of a row, mounted upon their feveral horfes; 

fome with large ftirrups, getting on in a 

more grave and fober pace ; — others on the con- 
trary, tuck'd up to their very chins with whips 
acrofs their mouths, fcouring and fcampering it 
away like fo many little party-coloured devils 

aftride a mortgage, and as if fome of them 

were rcfolved to break their necks. — So much 

the 
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ithe bctter-rfty I to myfdf ;« for in cafe thi 

vrorft fhould happen, the world would make i 
fluft to do excellently well without them j — anc 

for the reft, — why, — God fpeed them,, ever 

let them^ ride, on without any oppofUion fron: 
jne ; for were their lordfhips unhorfed this verj 
night — ^*tis ten to one but that many of then 
.would Be worfe mounted by one half before to- 
morrow naor ning. 

Not many of diefe inftances therefore can b( 

iaid to break in uppn my rdL-r^ But there 

is an inftanccy. which I own puts me off mj 
f[iiard> and that is when I 'fee one bom for grea 
AdlioQs, and what is ftill more for his honour. 
^hgte nature ever incKnes him to good ones : 
• " '• when I behold fuch a one, my Lord 
•fike youcfelf,. whofe principles and condu6t ari 
*as generous and noble ss lus blood, and whom 
for that reafon a corrupt world cannot fpare on< 
.moment 5 — when I fee fuch a one, my Lord 
mounted,, though it is but for a minute be- 
yond the time which my love to my country ha 
prefcribed to him, and my zeal for his glon 
wifhes, — then, my Lord, I ceafe to be a philo 
fbpher, and in the firft tranfpcM-t of an honef 
impatience, I wi(h the Hobby-Horse, with al 
his fraternity, at the Devil. 



** My Lord,. 

** T Maintain this to be a dedication, notwith 
** X ftanding its fmgularity in the three grea 
•' eflentials, of matter, form, and place : I beg 
^ therefore, you will accept it as fuch, and tha 
** you will permit me to lay itr with the mof 

*' rcfjpeftfu 
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** refpefkfuL humility,, at* your Lordfhips. fiset,. 

" when you are upoa them, which 

" yoa c^tt be when you. plcafe j. and that 

^ is, my Lord, wh^iever there is occafioa for 
*^ it,, aod I wUl add, to the beft purpofes too^ 
*^ 1 ha<ve the honour to-be, 

My Lord, 

Ypur Iiordlhip^s moft obedientj 

and aioft devote^ 

amd mo& humble ierrant, 

Trist&am ShAND'T^. 

C H A P. IX. 

T Solemnly declare to all mankind, that the 
I above dedication was made for no one Prince,. 
Prelate, Pope;, or Potentate, — Duke, Marquis,, 
Earl, Vifcount,. or Baron of this, or any other 

realm in Chriftendom, nor has it yet been 

hawked about, or offered publickly or privately, 
direAly or incjireftly,^ to any one perfon or per- 
ibnage, great or finally but is honeflly a true 
virgin^dedication untried on, upon any .foul 
living. 

I labour this point fo particularly,, merely^ to* 
remove ^ny ^cnce or objeftion which might 
ariie againft it, from the manner in which I pro-^ 
pole to m^e the moft of it ; — which is the put*- 
ling it up fairly to public fale ; which I now do., 

■ . ■ Every author has a way of his own in 

bringing 
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bringing his points to bear ; — for my own pan 
as I hate chaffering and higgling for a few gu: 

nttis iiQ a dark entry} I rdolvcd withi 

myfelfj from the Very'beg^ningi to ^eal fquard 
and openly with yonir great folks in this aflau 
and try whether I fhonld hot come off the bettc 
by it. 

If therefore there is any one Duke, Marqul 
Earl, Vifcount, or Baron, in thefe his Majefly 
•dominions^ who flands in need of a tight, geo 
teel dedication, and whom the above vdll fiiii 
(for by the bye, nnlefs k foitt in fbme degree, 

will not part with it) it is much at his fei 

vice for Kfty guineas;— ——widch I am pofitiv 
is twenty guineas lefs than it ought to be afForde 
for, by any man of genius. 

My Lord, if you examme it orer agam, it i 
far from being a grofs piece of daubing, as fom 
dedications are. ' The deiigt^ your Lordfhi 
fees, is good, the colouring tranfp.arent, — th 
drawing not amifs }— -or to fpe'ak more like a ma 
of fcience,-^and meafure my piece in the pain 

tcr's fcale, divided into 20.: 1 believe, m 

Lordy the out lines will torn out as 12,— th 
eompdfition a^ 9, — the colouring as 6,— the ex 

FrefGon ij and ,a h^f,— and the defign, 1 
may be allowed, my IjOwA, to underftand m 
own defign, and fuppofing abfolut© perfeftion i 

defigning, to be as 20, —-I think it c^nnc 

well fall flxort of 1 9. Befides all this, there i 

Keeping in it, and the dark ftrokes in the Hob 
by-Horse, (which is a fccondaif figuie, and 
kind of back-ground to the whole) give gre? 
force to the principal lights in your own figure 

and make it come off wonderfully 5 an 

befhk 
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be/ides there is an air of ori^ality in the tout 
cnfemble. 

Be plealed, my good Lord, to order the fum 
to be paid into the hands of Mr. Dodiley, for the 
benefit of the author; and in the next edition 
care fhall be taken that this chapter be expunged, 
and your Lordfhip's titles, diftinftions, arms, 
and good aftions, be placed at the front of the 
preceding chapter : All which from the words, 
De guftibus non eft dilputandum, and whatever 
elfe in this book relates to Hobby-Horses, but 
no more, fhall ftand dedicated to your Lordfhip 
—The reft I dedicate to the Moon, who, by 
the bye, of all the Patrons or Matrons I 
can think of,: has mofi power to fet my book a» 
going, and make the world run mad after it. 

. JBrightGocfdeTs,' ^ .. ! 

If thou J art not: top bufy with Candid and 
Mifs CuNEQUNp*s. afFair§,-— take Triftram 
Shandy's under thy proteftion alio. 

WHA[rEV£R degree .of fmall' merit, the 
aft of beni^y in favour of the midwife, 
might juftly claim, or in whom that cbun truly 
rcfted, at firft fight feems not very mate- 
rial to thfp hiftory 5-; ^, certain however it was 

t^tj the gWe>m9 the parfpn's. wife, did run 
aw^y >t-.that time ;With the whole of it : And yet, 
ipr my life' t cannot help thinking but that the 
parfon himfelf .though he had nfJt the good for- 
tune to hit upon the defign &rKJ -— '^tx^&^A 
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lieartily vconcurredin it the moment it was laid be- j 
fore him, and as heartily parted with his nwney'i 
to carry k into execution, had a claim to fomc 

ihare of it, if not to a full half of whatev< 

iionour was due to it. 

The world at that time was pleafed to detef^ 
mine the matter otherwife. 

Lay down the book# and I will allow you half 
a day to g^ve a probable gucfsat the grounds of 
this jM-occdure. 

Be it known theii^ that for about five years 
"before the date of the midwife's licence, of 
which you have had ib drcumftantial an ac« 

count, the parlbn we have to do with, had 

made himieif a country talk, by a breach of alt 
decorum, which he bad committed againft him^ 
felf, his ftation, and his •office.;—'- — ^and that 
was in never appearing better, or otherwife 
moimted, than upon a le^in, forry, jack-afs of an 
horfe, value about one pound fifteen (hillings^ 
who, to fhorten all «defcriptfoti of him, was full 
brother to JRofinante, as far as finulitude conge- 
nial could make him j for he anfwered his de- 

fcription to a hair-breadth in. every thing, 

except that I do not* renumber' it is any where 
faid, that Rofinante was broken- winded ; ^n4 
that, niorieover^ Rofinante, as is the happinefs of 
moft Spanifti hories fat or lean, — — was undoubt- 
edly a horle at all points. 

I know very weH that the Hero's horfe \^^ 
t horfe of chafte deportment,^ which may hav^ 
given grounds for a contrary opinion: But it h 
certain at the fame tinre, that Rofinante*s cotiti- 
aency (as may be demonftrated from the adven- 
ture of the Yanguefian carriers) proceeded frbni 
BO bodily defedl or caoie whatfbever^ but froni 

the 
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. the temperance and orderly current of his blood, 
yjand let me tell you, Madam, there is a great 
^Ueal of very good chaftity m the world, in be- 
half of whkh you ceuld not fay more for your 

Let that be as it may, as my purpofe is to do 

ftSUiSt jnftice to every creature brought upon the 

A fiageof this dramatic work, — ^I could not ftifle 

( this diftinAion in favour of Don Quixote's horfej 

- ■ i n all other points the parfon's horfe, I layi 

, was juft fuch another,— ——for he was as lean, 

' aad asiank, and as forrya jade, as Humility 

heHdf oould have beftrided. 

la the eftimadon of here and there a man of 
weak judgment, it was greatly in the parfbn's 
power to nave helped the figure -of this horfe of 
his, for he was matter of a very handfome deouU 
pedeed &ddle, quilted on the feat with jn-een 
ploflit gamUhcd with a donble row of mver^ 
headed ftnds, and a noble pair of ihining brafs 
ftirrups, whh a hoofing altogether fiiitablej of 
grey fnperfine doth, with an edging of black 
lace, terminadnff in a deep, black filk fringe, 
pondre d'or,— aU which he had purchafed in the 
pride and prime of his life, together with a grand 
embofled bridlej ornamented at all points as it 

(honld be—- ^But not caring to banter his 

beafty he had hung all thefe up behind his ftudy 
door ; — and, in Uen of them, had ferioufly b^ 
fitted him with juft fuch a bridle and fuch a fad-> 
die, as the ^ure and value of fuch a fteed might 
well ind truly deferve* 

In the feveral failles about his parifh, and in 
the neighbouring vifits to the gentry who lived 

rarennd him, you will eafily comp^ehendy 

that the parfos^ ib appointed^ would both hear 



24 The Life Mid Opinions of 

and fee enough to k^p his phUofophy from ruft- 
ing. To fpeak the truth, he never could enter 
a village, but he caught the attention of both old 

and young Labour flood ftill as he pafled, 

the Ducket hung (ufpended in the middle of the 

well, ^ — the fpinning wheel forgot its round, 

, ■ ... even chuck-farthing and fhulfle-cap them* 
felves ftood gaping till he had got out of fight ; 
and as his movement was not of the quickefl, he 
had generally time enough upon his hands to 

make his obfervations, to hear the groans 

of the ferious,^ and the laughter of the 

light-hearted ; all which he bore with ex- 

cdlent tranquillity. His charafter wasj 

he loved a jcfl in. his heart and as he faw 

himfelf in the true point of ridicule, he would 
fay, he could not be angry with others for fee- 
ing him in a light, in which he fo flrongly faw 
himfelf: So that to his friends who knew his 
foible was not the love of money, and who there^ 
fore made the lefs fcruple in bantering the extra- 
vagance of his humour, inflead of giv- 
ing the true caufe, — - he chofe rather to join in 
the laugh againfl himfelf, and as he never car- 
ried one fingle ounce of flefhiipbn his own bones, 
being altogether as fpare a figure as his beafl, — 
he would fomctimes infifl upoii it, that the horfc 
was as good as the rider deferved, — :that they 
were centaur-like, — both of a piece. At other 
times, and in other moods, when . his fpirits were 
above the temptation of falfe wit,— he would fay, 
he found himfelf going off fafl in a confumption 5 
and, with great gravity would pretend, he could 
not bear the fight of a fat horfe without a dejec- 
tion of Jieart, and a fenfible alteration in his puife ; 
and that he had made choice of the lean one he 

rode 
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iwlc upon, not only to keep himfelf in counte- 
nance, but in fpirits. 

At different times he would give fifty humour- 
ous and oppofite reafons for riding a meek-fpirit- 
edjade of a broken winded horfe, preferable to 

one of mettle $ for on fuch a one he could 

fit mechanically ; and meditate as delightfully de 
vanitate mundi et fuga fseculi, as with the advan** 
tage of a death's head before him ;— that, in all 
other exercitations, he could fpend his time as he 
rode flowly along— to as much account as in his 

ftndy; . — that he could draw up an argu» 

oent in his fermon, — or a hole in his breeches^ 

as fteadily on the one as in the other ; 

that brifk trotting and How argumentation, like 
^wt and judgment, were two incompatible move* 

inents. But that, upon his fteed he 

could unite and reconcile every thing— he 

could compofe his fermoil, he could compdle 

his cough and, in cafe nature gave a call 

that way, he could likewife compofe himfelf to 
flcep. In fhort, the parfon upon fuch en- 
counters would aflign any caufe, but the true 
caufe, — and he with-held the true one, only out 
of a nicety of temper^ becaufe he thought it did 
honour to him. 

But the truth of the ftory was as follows : -In 
the firft years of this gentleman's life, and 
about the time when the fuperb faddle and bri- 
dle were purohafed by him, it had been his 

manner, or vanity, or call it what you wfll,-^ 

to run into the oppofite extreme.- — In the 
language of the country where he dwelt, he 
W2S faid to have loved a good horfe, and gene- 
"ally had one of the beft in the whole parifh 
Vol. L B Handing 
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ftanding. in his ftabk always ready for faddling $ 
and as the neareft midwife^ as I told yon, (Ud 
not live nearer to the village than feven miles^ 

and in a vile cpuntry, it fo fell out that the 

poor gentleman was fcarce a whole week toge- 
ther without fome piteous application for his 
bead ; and as he was not an unkind-hearted maUi 
and every cafe >vas more preffing and more dit 

trefsful than the laft,-r as much as he loved 

his beafV, he had never a heart to refuie him; 
the upftiot of which was generally this, that lus 
horfe was either clapped, or fpavined^ or greaz- 
ed— or he was twitter-boned, or broken-winded, 
or fomething, in fhort, or other had befallea 

him, which would let hiim carry no flefh ; =— 

fo that he had every nine or ten months a bad 
horfe to get rid of, and a good horfe to pur- 
chafe in his ftead. 

What the lofs in fuch'a balance might amount 
td communibus annis, I would leave to a fpccial 
jury of fufFerers in the fame traffic to determine; 

'■ but let it be what it would, the honeft 

gentleman bore it for many 3xars without a mur- 
mur, till at length by repeated ill accidents of 
the land, he found it neceffary to take the thing 
under confidcration^ and upon weighing the 
whole, and fumming it up in his mind, he 
found it not only difproportioned to his other ex- 
pences, but withal fo heavy an article in itfelf, 
as to difable him Jrom any other aft of genero- 
fity in his parifli: Befidcs this he confidered, 
that, with half the fum thus galloped away, he 

could do ten times as much good; and 

what ftill weighed more with him than all other 
confiderations put together, was this, that it 
contined aU his charity into one particular chah- 

nel. 
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nel| and where, as he fancied, it was the lead 
wanted, namely to the child-bearing and child^ 
getting part of his parifti ; referving nothing for 
die impotent, — nothinfl; for the aged — nothing for 
the many comfortlefs icenes he was hourly called 
bxth to vifit, where poverty, and ficknefs, and 
affliction dwelt together. 

For thefe reafons he rcfolved to difcontinue 
the expence ; and there appeared but two poffi- 
)le ways to extricate him clearly out of it j— - 
lod thefe were either to make it an irrevocable 
aw never more to lend his fteed upon any appli- 
adon whatever, — or elfe to be content to ride the 
aft poor devil, fuch as they had made him, with 
U lis aches and infirmities to the very end of the 
iapter. 

As he dreaded his own conftancy in the firft, 
•he very chearfuUy betook himfelf to the iecond ; 
md though be could very well have expldned it, 
IS I faid, to his honour, — yet, for that very rea- 
in, he had a fpirit above it ; choofing rather to 
beir the contempt of his enemies, and the laugh- 
ter of his friends, than undergo the pain of telling 
a ftory, which might feem a panegyric upon him- 
felf. 

I have the higheft idea of the fpiritual and re- 
fined fentiments of this reverend gentleman, from 
this iingle ftroke in his charafter, which I think 
comes up to any of the honeft refinements of the 
pcerlcfs knight of la Mancha, whom, by the bye, 
with all his fbllies, I- love more, and would aftu- 
illy have gone farther to have paid a vifit to, than 
the greateft herb of antiqmty. 

But this is not the moral of my ftory : The 
iatig I bad in view was to ftiew the temper of 
iit world in- the whole of this afFair.-— For you 
B 2 ^>sSc 



ytfoiMibniYt .4oQe:tlie( :{>arioQ oredjit-^-tlie da 
£»iil coidd find it om^-^I fixf/pofe his eaq 
"woold iioc^ and that his fiieiuu could xiot- 
But na ibooer did he beftir himfelf in bebal 
the nuawife^ and pay. the expences dF* tho o 
naiys.Btence tofet her.iip,-Tbut:the wh^ 
•cret came ont^ 'emj^horft he had: lofty W 
horfes more (han ..ever lie biui loft, with aU 
drcumftaiices of thdr deftru^oo, ^«(ere kn< 
and diitinfify remember-ed. — ^The ftory ran 
^d-foe^— — ^^ *n» parfon had a jpetiin 

* fit of pride *which' had jnft iHzed hinijL 
^ be was going to be well mounted once aj 
^ in his life; and If it was fo^ 'twas plaii 
"* the fiin at noon-day> he would pocket 
^^'^Kpeaoe sof die Ucence ten times told the ^ 

* firft year :— — fo that every body was lei 
^* judge what were his views in this a£t of < 
** rity/ 

« What w^e .his views in this, and in e 
cftber aAion of bis life,— or rather what were 
opinions, which' floated in the brains of jo 
people cooiceming it was a thpught which 
much floated in his oVm, and toopf^en brol< 
upon his refty when he fliould ,bat»|0>een fc 

About ten years ago this gem|8|^im had 
good fortune to be made -entirelytlw upon 
Icorej-^^it being jufl Q> long fince ml^& his pa 
-—and the whole world at the. iaa^ time be 
him> — and (lands accountable to a-^geof w 
he will have no caufe to complaiiik' 

But there is a fatality attends the aAion 
ibme men : Order them as they will, they 
through a certam medium which. ib twifts 

refi 
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rbfrafts them from their true direftions that, 

with all the titles to prdfe which. a reftitude of 
heart can give, the doers of tliem are neverthelefs- 
forced to live and die without it* 

Of the truth of which this gentleman was a 
painful example. — —But to know by what means 
t*his came to pafs, — and to make that knowledge 
of ufe to you, I infill upon it that you read the 
two following chapters, which contain fuch a 
flcetch of his life and converfation, as will carry* 
its moral along with it. — ^Whcn this is done, tf 
nothing flops us in our way, we will go on with' 
die midwife. 



CHAP. XI. 

YORICK was this parfon's name, andj. 
what is very remarkable in it, (as appears 
from a moft antient account of the family wrote 
ttpoa ftrong vellum, and now in perfeft prefer-; 
ration) it had l)een exaftly fo Ipelt for near,— 
I was within aft ace of faying nine hundred years | 
—but I would not fhake my credit in telling an^ 
improbable truth, however indifputable in itfelf 5 
and therefore I ifhall content myfelf with 

only faying, It had been exaftly fo fpelt, 

without the Icaft variation or tranfpofition of a^ 
Cngle letter, for I do not know ho\y long •, which 
is more than I would venture to fay of one half 
of the beft fiimames in the kingdom j which, in a 
OHirie of years, have generally undergone as. 
Many chops and changes as their owners. — Has 
this been owing to the pride, or to the fliame oiF 
their refpeftive proprietors ? — In honeft truths h 
thiok, fometimcs to the one^ and fom<^£cE&!^'^ x.^ 
B 3 ^^ 
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the odier, juft as the temptation has wrought 
But a idtkunous affair it is^ and will one day ib 
^end ^d .c;oQfound ns all together^ that no one 
ihall be able to ftand up and fwear, * that his own 

* great (grand-fatjiuar was the n^ who did either 
< this or that.' 

This evil had been fofficiently fenced agakift 
by the pmdei^ care of the Yorick fsunily, luiji 
thdr rdigbus prelbrvatim c^ thefe records I 
qn^, which .dp #fin^ inform m, tfiat tl^ 4S^ 
fl^ly was pti^ni^y of DwUfti eaLtra^kuij ,bs4 
had been iranfpjaated iw> ^Qghind as e^Iy as ^ 
the rdgn olf Horwendillus, king of Denmark^ jd 
whofe court it feems, an anceftor of this Mr« 
, Yorick's^ and from whom he was lineally de* 
fcended, held a pqnfider^le poUt to the day at 
his death. Of what nature this confiderable poA 
\yas, this record £uth not, — It only adds. That 
for wear tvir.o ceDftunes, it had been totally abo- 
li^aed as altPgStW ufmeceip^ry^ not only in that 
cotiirt) but ifi every odier court in the Qhriftian 
world. 

• It has often come into my head, that this poft 
could he no other than that of the king's chief 
Jefterj— ^nd that Hamlet's Yorick, in our 
Shakefpear, many of whofe plays, you know, are 
founded upon authenticated fafts, — was certainly, 
the: very man. 

I have not tlie time to look into Saxo-Gram- 
maticus's Daniih hiftory, to know the certainty of 
this } — but if you have leifurc, and can eafily get 
at the book, you may do it full as well yourfelf. 

I had jujft time in my travels through Denmark 
with Mr. Noddy's eldeft fon, whom in the year 
1 74 1, I accompanied as governor, riding along. 

with 
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with him at a prodigious rate thro' moft parts of 
Europe, and of which original journey performed 
by us two, a mod delectable narrative will be 
given in the progrefs of this work. I had juft- 
time, I fay, and that was all, to prove the truth 
of an obfervation made by a long fojourner in 

that country; namely, " That nature was 

nather very lavilb, norwas flic very ftingy in her 
^ti of genius and capacity to its inhabitants ; 
-- — ^but, like a difcreet parent, was moderately 
idnd to them all y obierving fuch an equal tenor 
ia the diftribution of her favours, as to bring 
them, in thoie points, pretty near to a level 
with each other ; fo that you will meet with few 
fflftances in that kingdom of refined parts ; but 
I great deal of good plain houfliold underhand- 
tng amongft all ranks of people, of which every 
body has a fliare ;" which is, I think, - very 
right. 

With us, you fte, the cafe is quite different 5 ^ 
•— — we are all ups and downs in this matter; 

you are a great genius ;— K)r *tis fifty to one, 

Sir, you are a great dunce and a blockhead 5— • 
not that there is a total want of intermediate fteps, 
—no, — we are not fo irregular as that comes to ; 
—but the two extremes are more common, and 
in a greater degree in this unfettled ifland, where 
nature in her gifts and diipofitions of this kind, is 
moft whimfical and capricious; fortune herfelf 
not being more fo in the bequeft of her goods and 
chatties than (he. 

This is all that ever ftaggered my faith in re- 
gard to Yorick's extraftion, who, by what I can 
remember of him, and by all the accounts I 
could ever get of him, feemed not to have had 
one fingle drop of Daniftx blood in his whole 
B 4 cr^v^S 
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crafisi i^.nii^e hundred years it might poffih^ 

have aU-nia out f-^-I wUl oot phikAophxzc one 

tfaofjaent vn& you about it ; for happen how it 

^oidd, the faft vm this :— That infiead of that 

■CfQ^4 phlegm and exaft regularity of fenfe and 

.hupiourSy you vro^ild have loc^d for, in one io 

.f]i;tra£lcd ^*-«)Mi was, on the contrary, as mercuri 

.fjal pfd fub&nated a pompofition, — as heterp^ 

dite a pn^ure ia all his dcdenfions with as 

much -fife and whim, and gute de coeur abom 
Jm^ as the kindlieft dimate could have engen- 
4ere4 apd put together. . With all this fsdl, popp 
.XjoAck qu-iied not one ounce of ballaA ; he was 
iMpdy unpradliied in the world s and at tjie a^ 
t^- twf nty-iix^ knew juft about as weU how to 
A^er. his couHe in it, as a romping unfuipdous 
gjirl of thirteen r So that up(Xk his firft fetting putj 
the biifk gale of his fpirits, as you will imagine, 
ran him foul ten times in a day of feme body's 
tackling 9 and as the grave and more ilow paced 
were oneneft in his way }— you may likewife ima- 
«ne, 'twas with fuch he generally had the ill 
luck .to get the moft entsuigled. For aught I 
know there might be ibme mixture of unlucky 
wit at the bottom of fuch Fracas — For, to Ipeak 
the truth, Yorick had an invindble cUflike and 
oppofitioo in his nature to gra^dty ;-^not to gra- 
5i?ity^ as Yuch— for where gravity was wanted, he 
>^QuI4 he the moft grave and feriaus of mortal 
jaacn for days and weeks togiether ; — but he was 
an enemy to the alTedlation of It, and dedared 
open war againft it, only as it appeared a cloak 
for ignorance, or for folly; and then, whenever 
it fell in his way, however (heltered and pro- 
(Q^ledi he ieldom gave it much quarter. 

Some* 
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Sometimes, in his wild way of walking, he 
would fay that gra^aty was an errant fcoundrel ; 
and he would add, — of the mod dangerous kind 

too, ^becaufe a fly one ; and that he verily . 

believed, naorehoneft, well-meanin g people were ' 
•bubbled out of their goods and money by it in- 
one twelvemonth, than by pocket-picking and 
fhop-lifting in feven. In the naked temper 
which a merry heart difcovered, . he would fay, 

There was no diingcr — but to itfclf : whereas 

the very effence of gravity was defign, and con- 

fequently deceit j 'twas a taught trick to gain-^ 

credit of the world for morefenfe and knowledge 
than a man was worth ; and- that,. with all its 
preteniions. — it was no better, but^ often worfe 
than what a French wit had long ago defined it, . 
— ; — viz. A myfterious carriage of the body to j 1 

cover the defefts of the mind j which defi* • 

nition of gravity, . Yorick, with great imprudence, , 
would fay deferved tobe wrote in letters of gold. 
But, in plain truth, he was a man unhackney- 
ed and unpraftifed in the world, and was alto-- 
gether as indifcrcet and foolifh on every other 
fnbjeft of difcourfe where policy is wont to im- - 
prefs reftraint. Yorick had no impreiEon but 
one, and that was what arofe from the nature of * 
the deed fpoken of ; which impreflion he would ^ 
uftially tranflate into plain EngUfh without any 

periphrafis,-: and too oft without muCh • 

diftinftion of either peribnage,. time, or place 5— • 
fo that when mention was made of a pitiful or an ' . 
ungenerous proceeding, — he never gave himfelf ' 
a moment's time to reflcft who was the Hero of * 

the piece what his ftation or how far v 

he had power to hurt him hereafter ; but if • 

k was a dirty aftion,; without mott ^4iO^ 
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The pitn was a dirty felloPHr-) and £p iw : 

*— — And as his comments hadufqaUy thejUfiuti:. 
to ^ ttrmiaated either in a boa mc^ or tp be. 
eoHvcaed throog^tvdtb fome drollery or hiH, 
niour of expreffioDf it gjKft wings to Yorick's iik^. 
<&fa!etioo. Inavord| the' he never foQghtijMfl 
^ l^e fame time^ ^r. bi9 IHiqm fluined occa^iOQS, 
of fayi|ig whit cape, pppermoft, and widuwl, 
lOBch (ECfeo^oiyfj-r^-^-^ had bat too many temp 
t^dcms inlifcy of icat^qipg his wkand biabih 
moQr> — ^his gibes and his jefts aboot hi m i u n » i 
They were not loft for want of gathering. 

what were the cooiequences, and whatw^i 
Tbrick's cataflpc^he thereupon, you will read in 
the ae&t chapter* . . 
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^T^ H E Mortgager and the Mortgagee difief 
I the one from the other, not more in length 
oTpurfe, than the Jeftcr and Jcftce do in that of ^ 
memory. But in this the compariibn between 
them r^ns^ as the fchoUaih call it, upon aU fbor-} 
wliich, by the bye, is upon one or two legs . 
more, than ibme of the beft of Homer's can pior ; 
tend to 'y — namely, That the one raifes a fum anil 
the other a laugh at your expence, apd think no 
more about it. Intereft, however, ftill runs on 
in both caies-- the periodical or accidental pay- . 
ments of it, juA ferving to keep the memory of 
the affair alive ; tiU, at length, in fome evil hour 
—pop Comes the crditor upon each, and by de*- 
manding principal upon the fpot, together with 
fall intereft to the very day, makes them both 
feel the full extent of their obligations. 

As 
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As the reader (for I hate your ifs) has a tho- 
rough knowledge of human nature, I need not 
fay more to fadsfy him, that m j Hero could not 
go OQ at this rate without fome flight experience 
<k thefe incidental memento's. To fpeak the 
tmth, he had wantonly involved himfelf in a 
multitude of finall book-debts of this ftamp, 
which notwithftanding Eugenius's fireqixnt ad-- 
vice he too much difregarded j thinking that as 
not one of them was contraAed thro* any ma- 
lignancy; — ^but, on the contrary, from an h<H 
neftyof mind, and a mere jocundity of humour, . 
they would all of them be eroded out ia coorie. 

Eugenius would never admit this ^.aiid' would' 
often tell him,* that one day or other he.^ would* 
certainly be reckoned with ; and he would often ' 

add in an accent of forrowful apprehenrion-^ 

to the uttermoft mite To which Yorick, with • 
his ufual carelefTnefs of heart, would as often* 

anfwer with a pihaw ! and if the fubjeft was 

ftarted in the fields-— with a hop, fkip, and d 
jomp, at- the end of it ; but if clofe pent up m 
die iocial chimney comer, where the culprit was 
b&rricado'^d idj with atable and a couple of arm 
chairs^ tfnd could notfo readily fly- olf^n a tan- 
gent, — ^Eugenius would then go on withr his lec- 
ture upon difcretion, in words to this purpofe^. . 
thougjti ibmewhat better put together. ' 

Truft me, dear Yorick, this un weary pleafan- 
try of thine will iboner or later, bring thee into 
fcrapes and difficulties,., which no after-wit can 

extricate thee out of.^ la thefe falliea, . 

too ofr, I fee, it happens, that a perfon- laughed- 
at, confiders himfelf in the light of a perfon in^ 
jared, with all the rights of fuch a fituation be- 
^ffog to. him;- and when thou vieweft him in- 

that. 
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due %^tDO^ ad iccfcuttcft op Us firicnd^ Ibi 

widi 4cm the MSjRcniitswliidi^vai lift » 
4er InfiiHiaibifeafcoounoodiiigcr; 'dsao 
cjciiMa^att. arithmetic to fijy that far cvciy toi 
jolfff ^ fhoo haft got ai handled cueflHCs; ad 
litttlmkAgaoeon, aadiaifeda jWannof wdps 
aboot thf ctts, and ait half fim^ id death bf 
dm^ ilm wik iicicr he cxMnriaced it is fiw 
•i.{ cjBflflC w^iffft it ill the mn wbpm I cflceaif 
d^ dicre is the leadl ^lor from Ifdeea or lukro^ 
IfVloeof joleDtiii thcfeiallics^—I beEere and know 
them to be tndy honcft and fpordve : — but ooofi- 
icTf mf icat lady that focds cannot dSffingnifli 
di]% and that knaves will not ; and thoa knov* 
fft not what it is, cither to provoke the onep or 
to make merry^^rith the other^ — ^whenever* they 
^ttbdsixc ibr mntiial defence^ depend opon it, thejr 
yntX cany on the war in fach a manner againft 
thee, my dear friend, as to make thee heartily lick 
pi kf, aod of thy life too. 

R-ETENGE from fi)me banefal corner fhall level 
t tale of difiuHioor at thee, which no innocence 
of heart or ijitcgrity of co&doA- fhall let right- 
* j The fcMtunes of thy houfc ijull totter, 

•—thy cbaraAer, ^which led^the way to them, 
ftxall bleed on every fide of it,— thy faith quef- 
tioned,-— thy works belied,— thy wit forgotten,; 
—thy learning trampled on. To wind up the 
laft fcene of thy tragedy, Cruelty and Co w- 
ARDJCE, twin ruffians, hired andfet on by Ma-. 
hicu .in the dark, fhall ftrike together at all thy 
infirmities and miflakes: the befl qf us^ my 
dear lad, lie open there, — and trufl. me,— trufl- 
me, Yorick, When, to gratify a private appetite,, 
it h oiKe relblved upon, that an innocent and. an 
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hdplefs creature (hall bp lacrificed, 'tis an eafy 
matter to pick up fUcks enow from any thicket 
where it has ftrayed, to make a fire to offer it up 
with. 

Yorick fcarcc ever heard this fad vaticination of 
his defUny read over to him, but with a tear fteal- 
ing from his eye, and a promiffory look attend- | 
ing it, that he was refolved, for the time to come, 

to ride his tit with more fobriety. But, 

alas, too late !— a grand confed«racy with***** 
and ***** at the head of it, was formed before 

the firft prediftion of it. The whole plan 

of the attack, jufl as Eugenius had forboded, was 

put in execution all at once, with fo little 

mercy on the fide of the allies,-^ and fo little 

fufpidon m Yorick, of what was carrying on 
againfl him, — that when he thought, good eafy 
man! full furely preferment was o'ripening,— 
they had fxnote his root, and then he fell, as many 
a worthy man had fallen before him. 

Yorick, however, fought it out with all ima*- 
glnable gallantry for fome time 5 till, overpow- 
ered by numbers, and worn out at length by the 
calamities of the war, — but more fo, by the unge- 
nerous manner in which it was carried on, — he 
threw down the fword j and though he kept up 
his fpirits in appearance to the laft, — he died, ne- 
verthclefs, as was generally thought, quite bro- 
ken hearted. 

What inclined Eugenius to the fame opinion 
was as follows : 

A few hours before Yorick breathed his lafl, 
Eugenius ftept in with an intent to take his lall. 
fight and lafi farewell of him : Upon his draw- 
ing Yorick's curtain, and alking how he felt him— 
ielf^ Yorick^ looking up in bis. face^. took hold 

q£ 
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of his hand and after thanking him for the 

many tokens of his friendftilp to him, for which 
he faid, if it was their fate to meet hereafter,— 

he would thank him again and again. He 

told him he was \nthin a few hom^ of giving his 
enemies the flip for ever. — ^I hope not, anfMrered 
Eugenius, with tears trickling down Us cheeks, 
and with the tendereft tone that ever man fpokc,— 

I hope not, Yorick, faid he. Yorick replied, 

with a look up, and a gentle fqueeze of £ageni- 
us's hand, and that was all,— but it cut Eugenius 

to his heart, Come,— come, Yorick, quoth 

Eugenius, wiping his eyes and fummoning up the 
man within him, — my dear lad, be comforted,— 
let not all thy fpirits and fortitude forfake thee at 
this crifis when thou moft wanteft them ; — who 
knows what refources are in ftore, and what the 
power of God may yet do for thee ? — Yorick 
laid his hand upon his heart, and gently fliook 
his head ; — for my part continued Eugenius, cry- 
ing bitterly as he uttered the words, — I declare I 
know not Yorick, how to part with thee, — and 
would gladly flatter my hopes, added Eugenius, 
chearing up his voice, that there is ftill enough 
left of thee to make a biflwp^— awd that I may 

live to fee it. Ibefeech thee, Eugenius, quoth 

Yorick, taking of his night-cap as well as he 
could with his left-hand, — his right being ftill 
grafped clofe in that of Eugenius, — I befeech thee 

to take a view of my head, 1 fee nothing that 

ails it, replied Eugenius.. Then, alas ! my friend, 
faid Yorick, let me tell you, that 'tis fo bruifcd 
and misfliapened with the blows which ***** and' 
*****, and feme others have fo unhandfomely 
given me in the dark, that I might fay with San- 
cho Pancha, tliat fliould I recover, and * Mitres 

* there- 
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* thereupon he fufFered to rain down from hea- 
' ven as thick as hail, not one of them would fit 

* it." Yorick's laft breath was hanging upon 

his trembling lips ready to depart «s he uttered 
this, — yet (till it was uttered with ibnaething of a 
cenrantick tone ; — and as he fpoke it, Eugenius 
could perceive a ftream of lambent fire lighted up 
for a moment in his eyes ; — faint pifture of thofe 
flaOies of his fpirit, which as Shakefpear faid of 
his anceftor) were wont to fet the table in a roar. 

Eugenius was convinced from this, that the 
heart of his friend was broke ; he fqueezed his 

hand, and then walked foftly out of the room, 

weeping as he walked. Yorjck followed Euge- * 

nius with Ws eyes to the door, he then clofed 

them, — and never opened them more. 

He lies buried in a corner of his church-yard, 

ia the parifli of , under a plain marble flabb, 

wluch his friend Eugenius, by leave of his exe- 
cutors, laid upon his grave, with no more than 
thefe three words of infcription ferving both for 
his epitaph and elegy. 



Alas, poorYORICKl 



Ten 
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Ten times in a day has Yorick's ghoft the con- 
folation to hear his monumental infcription rcad^ 
over with fuch a variety of plaintive tones, as de-. 

note a general pity and efteem for him j a 

foot-way croffing the church-yard clofe by the- 
fide of his grave, — not a pafTenger goes by, wittl^ 
out Hopping to cafl a look upon it, — and fighing; 
as he walks on, • ' • 

Alas, poor YORICK! 



C H A E. 
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CHAP. xni. 

IT is lb long (ince the reader of this rbapfodical 
work has been parted from the midwife^ that 
^ it high time to mention her again to him, mere- 
y to pot him in mind that there is fuch a body 
^ IB the world, and whom, upon the beft 
jo^lgfpe&t I can form upon my own plan at pre- 
Saftf — ^I am going to introduce to him for good 
•Dd all : But as frefh matter may be ftarted, and 
PKh onexpeAed bufinefs fall o\it betwixt the 
mdcr gnd myielf which may require inunediate 
qii|iatch : — Was right to take care th^t the poor 
wooian fliould not be loft in the mean time ; — 
bocudc when ihe is wanted we can no way do 
^Rthmit her. 

I dtiink I told you that this good woman was a 
perfba of no fmall note and confequence through- 
cut oor whole village and townfhip ; — that her 
hoc had ^read itfelf to the very out-edge and 
drcamference of that circle of importance, of 
vluch kind every foul living, whether he has a 
Quirt to bis back or no, — has one furrounding 
1dm I — which faid circle, by the way, whenever 
'di iaid that fuch a one is of great weight and 
^ importance in the world, I defire may be enlarged 
I or oontra£ted in your worfhip's fancy, in a com- 
poimd-rado of the ftation, profefTion, know- 
ledge abilities, height and depth (meafuring 
hotn ways) of the perfonage brought before you. 
- In the prefcnt cafe, if I remember, I fixed it 
^ about four or five miles, which not only com- 
picheadcd the whole parifh, but extended itfelf 

to 
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fluMty diere it no end of k for my own pM 

Ideclartlhftvebcenatittheiefixwedcsy maUag^ 
all the fpecd I poffiblj conld^ — tad am not jct' 

born: 1 have joft^ been able, and.tfaat?i a]l« 

to tell you wh^ it happened, but not how i— lb 
that ' you fee the thing is y6t far from bdng^ac^ 
complUhedJ 

Thefe unf<»-efeen ftoppages, which, loiHiJ 
had no conception of when I firft let out r^^lM 
which, I am convinced now, wUl rather encrerfb 
than dimini^ as I advance, -^^ — have ftruck out a 
lunt which I am relblved to follow r->»and tlutt 
iSi-^not to be in a hiltry ;-^but to go on Idfiird^ 
wridng and publifluog two volusies of my* mi 
every year^-^—^ Which, if I am fufiered.tb |^^ 
quietly, and can tnake a tolerable'lii^g^altt iMk 
my b<>oIdeller, I (hall'contiflue to d6 as loti^as^l 
Uve. • 

* C H A P. XV. 

TH E article in my mother's marriage fettle-^ 
ment, which I told the reader I was at the 
pains to fearch for, and which, now that I have 
found it, I think proper to lay before him, — ^is 
ib much more fully exprefTed in the deed itftlf, 
than ever I can pretend to do it, that it would be 
barbarity to take it out of the lawyer's hand :— • 
It is as follows". 

* " AND THIS ifJDENTURE FUR- 
^« THER WITNESSETH, That the faid 
** Walter Shandy, inerchant, in confideration of 
" the faid intended marriage to be had, and hf 
** God's bleffirig to be well and truly {blemniz^ 
" e4and confummated between the faid Wal* 

« ter 



(( 
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'' ter Shandy and Elizabeth Mollmeux, afore- 
'< faid, and divers other good and valuable 
'< aufes and confideradons him thereunto fpe- 
*' dally moving— doth grant, covenant conde- 
'* fcend, conlent, conclude, bargain, and fully 
'< agree to and with John Dixon and James Tur- 
*' ner, Efqrs. the above-named truftees, &c. 

'* &c; TO WIT, That in cafe it 

'* ihould hereafter fo fall out, chance, happen, 

*' or otherwile come to pals, That the 

'* faid Walter Shandy, merchant, fliall have left 
'* off bufmefs before the time or times, that the 
'* faid Elizabeth Mollineux (hall, according to 

* the courfe of nature, or otherwile, have left 

* off bearing and bringing forth children ; 

* and that in confequence of the faid Walter 
'* Shandy having fo left off bufinefs, fliall, in 
'* defpight, and againft the free will, confent, 

* and good-liking of the faid Elizabeth Molli- 

^* neux, ^make a departure from the city of 

'* London, in order to retire to, and dwell 
'* upon, his eftate at Shandy-Hall, in the county 
'< of, , or at any other country-feat, 

caftle, hall, manfion-houfe, mefluage, or 
grange-houle, now purchafed, or hereafter, to 
*' be purchaied, or upon any part or parcel there- 
" of :— That then, and as often as the faidEliza- 
" beth Mollineux Ihall happen to be enceint with 
" child or children fevcrally and lawfully begot, 
" or to be begotten upon the body of the faid 
" Elizabeth MoUineux during her faid coverture, 
** —he the faid Walter Shandy fliall, at his own 
" proper coft and charges, and out of his own 
" proper monies, upon good and reafonable no^ 
" tice, which is hereby agreed to be within fix 
'^ weeks of her the faid Elizabeth MoUineux's 



48 The LiFB and OMN^okrof " 

*< full rcckoDingy or time of (uppofed isuid tsbQ^ 
«* puted delivery^ — ^pay, or canfe to be pfpd, thd 
<^ fom of one htindred and twenty pjMub of 
«< good and lawful money, to John Diaconlid 
<* James Turner, Elqrs. or affignis,- « ■ ' J ^ 
<< upon. Trust, and confidence, and for^;iBd 
(« unto the -nie 2nd ufo, intent, end, and Mr« 
€i wjfe following :—T»AT IS TO SATi^ 
i< That the faid fum of one hundred aiid t#« 
« pounds (hall be pidd into«he hand»^ th;'^ 
*«< Bizabeth MolUneux, or to be ocheninie ip^ 
u pliedbythem the iSttdtruftec»i,fQr^e' will M 
«c truly hiring of one ooadij wkhldbleaiidfi^ 
« dent horfes, to carry anid convey theboc^^ 
€€^ the Gdd Elizabeth Molfineux and thefdhiil^ 
ir«^ ciuldren which flie Ihall be then^nd thertflti- 
« cduat and pr^nant with,— unto the dtr'^cif 
<« London ; and for the further paying ana de- 
«< fraying of all other incidental cofts, charges, 
«* and expences whatfoever, — in and about, and 
'* for, and relating to her faid intended delivery 
«« and lying-4n, in the faid dty or fuburbs ther&- 
** of. And that the faid EUzabeth Mollineux 
•* fhall and may from time to time, and at- all 
<' fuch time and times as are here covenanted and 
'* agreed upon, — peaceably and quietly hire tile 
** faid coach and horfes, and have free ing^^ 
** egrefs and regrefs throughout her journey, in 
** and from the faid coach, according to the 
** tenor, true intent, and meaning of thefe pre* 
** fents, without any let, fuit, trouble, diilurb- 
** ance, tnoleflation, difcharge, hinderance, 
*' forfeiture, eviftion, vexation, interruption, 

** or incumbrance whatfoever. And dmt 

** it fhall moreover be lawful to and for the 
'< faid Elizabeth Molliaeux, from time to dm^ 

<< and 
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f< and as 6ft or often as fhe (hall well and truly 
" be advanced in her faid pregnancy, to thic 
^' time heretofore ftipulated and agreed upon,-— 
<« to live and refide in fuch place or places, and 
<« in fuch family or families, and with fuch re- 
« lations, friends, and other perfons within the 
«« faid city of London, as fhe, at her own will 
«• and pleafurc, notwithflanding her preient co- 
a vcrturc, and as if (he was a fenune fole 

s« and unmarried, — fliall think fit. AND 

re THIS INDENTURE FURTHER WIT- 
«< NESSETH, That for the more efFeftually 
«« carrying of the faid covenant into execution, 
<* the faid Walter Shandy, merchant, doth here- 
in by grant, bargain, fell, releafe, and confirm, 
i« unto the faid John Dixon and James Turner, 
«< Efqrs. their heirs, executors, and affign^, in 
«« tluar aftual pofFeffion, nbw being by virtue of 
'« an indenture of bargain and fale for a year to 
f< them the faid John Dixon and James Turner^ 
•• Efqrs. by him the faid Walter Shandy, mer- 
•< chant, thereof made; which faid bargain and 
*^ fale for a year, bears date the day next before 
«• the date of thefe prefents, and by force and 
*« virtue of the flatuto for transferring of uies 

«< into poflcffion, ALL that the manor and 

«* lordfblp of Shandy, in the couoty of , 

•< with all the rights, members,* and appurte- 
^* nauces thereof; and all and every the mefl 
^< fuages, houfes, buildings^ barns, (tables, or- 
«« Chards, • gsu*dens, backiides, tofts, crofts, 
*« garths, cottages, lands, meadows, feedings, 
'* paftures, marfhes, commons, woods> under- 
** woods, drains, iiiherfes, waters and water- 

'* courics, together with ^VL xccl\.%^ 

^ reverfioQS, ierWces, atmmtks^ it:ft-l^m^^ 
. VOL.L C *» toSL^\:% 
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<' knights fe^, views of frank^-pledge, ^cheats 
** reliefs, mines^ quarries, goods and chattdb 
** of felons and fugitives, felons of themfelveS] 
*^ and put in exigent, deodans, free warrens, 
<' and all other royalties and feignories, rigbtSi 
<^ and jurifdidtions, privileges and hereditaments 

" whatfoever. AND AlilO the ad- 

'^' vowfon, donation, . prefentation ^d free dit 
** pofition of the reftory or parfon^e.of Sh;mdy 
" aforefaid, and all and every the tenths, tythes, 

« glebe-lands" In three words——— 

•* My mother was to lie in, (if fjie choie it) ifl 
« London." 

But in order to put a flop to the practice of anj 
unfair play on the part of my mother, which s 
marriage article of this nature too manifefU) 
opened a door to, and which indeed* bad nevei 
been thought of at all, but for my uncle Tobjf 
Shandy •, — a claufe was added in fecurity of my 

father, which was this : " That in cafe my 

*• mother hereafter fliould, at any time, put my 
^* father to the trouble and expence of a London 

** journey upon falfe cries and. tokens ^ that 

«* for every fuch inftance fhe fhould forfeit all the 
<• right and title which the covenant gave her to 
«* the next turn 5 — but to no more,— ^nd fo oni 
*' toties quoties, in as eiFeftual a manijer, as 'i 
<* fuch a covenant betwixt them had not been 
** made."-^This by the way, was no mox'e than 
what was reafonable ;— and yet, as reafonabk as 
it was, I have ever thought it hard that the wh<A 
weight of the article fliould have fallen entirely; 
as it did, upon myfelf. 

But I was begot and born to misfortunes 5-* 
for my poor mother, whether it was wind or w» 

ter,— -or a compound of both, — or neither 5 

- 01 
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>r whether it was fimply the mere Iwcll of mra- 
rmation and £ancy in her ;— ^or how far' a ftrong 
iri/h and defire to have it fb, might miflead her 
iidgment ; — in fliort whether (he was decdved 
»r' deceiving in this matter it no way becomes 
ne to decide. The faA was this, that in the 
atter end of September, 17 17, which was the 
^ear before I was born^ my mother having car- 
ied my father up to town much againft the grain, 
— ^he peremptorily infilled upon the claufc j — fo 
hat I was doomed, by marriage articles, to have 
ny nofefqueezed as flat to my face, as if the de*- 
[tinies had aftually fpun me without one. 

How this event came about,i — and what a train 
>f vexadous difappcHutments, in: one ftage or 
>ther of my life, have purfued me from the mere 
ols, or rather compreflion of this one fmgle 
nember, — ihall be l^d before the reader all in 
lue time. 



CHAP. XVi. 

MY father, as any body may naturally ima- 
gme, came down with my mother into 
the country, in bat a pettifti kind of a humour. 
The firft twenty or five-and-twenty miles he did 
nothing in the world but fret and tea2e himfelf, 
and indeed my mother tdo, about the cur&d eK- 
pence, which he (aid ' might every fhiliing of it 
have been faved 5 — then what vexed him more 
than every thing elfe, was* the prox'oking time of 
the year,- — which, as I told you, was towards 
the end of September, when his wall-fruit, and 
-green gages dpcdally in wWch he wai v^t^ 00.- 
tious^ werejdt rezdj for- puUmg ;■ ■■ V ^'^^aA. 
C 9, ^^ Vt 
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•* he been whiftled up to London, upon a Toi 
^ Fool's .errand in any other month m the whol 
** year, he fhould not have faid three words a 
•" bout it." 

For the next two whole flages, no fiibjef 
would go down, but the heavy blow he had fiii 
tained from the lofeof ;afon, whom it feems- h 
had fully reckoned upon in his mind^ and reg^ 
tered down in hi^ pocket-book ; as a fecond ttd 
for his old age, in cafe Bobby fhould fail him 
«* The .difappointment of this, he faid, wasta 
*' times more to a wife man than all the mone; 
'* which the journey, &c. had cofl him, pn 
«« together, — r-rot the hundred and twent 
:** pounds, — he did not mind it a rufh." 

From Stilton all the way to Grantham, no 
thing in the whole affair provoked him fo mud 
as the condolences of his friends, and the foolifl 
figure they fhould both make at church the firf 
Sunday 5 of which, in the fatirical vehe- 
mence of his wit, now fharpened a little b) 
vexation, he would give fo many humorous and 
provoking defcriptions, — and place his rib and fel: 
in fo many tormenting lights and attitudes ii 
the face of the whole congregation ; — that m; 
mother declared theie two ftages were fo trul; 
tra^-comical, that fhe did nothing but laugh am 
cry in a breath, from one end to the other 
. them all the way. 

From Grantham, till they had croffed th 
Trent, my father was out of all kind of paticnc 
at the vile trick and impofition which he fancie 
my mother had put upon him in this affair — • 
^^ Certainly," he would fay to himfelf, ov( 
and over again, ** the woman could not 1 
^* deceived herfelf 5— if fhe could — ^what weal 

« nefs! 
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' nefs !" — tormeating word ! which led his 
oiaginatiOQ a thorny dance, and before all was 

»ver, played the duce and all with him 5 for. 

ure as ever the word weaknefs was uttered and 
truck full upon his brain, fo fure it fet him. 
ipon running divifions upon how many kinds of 
veaknefles there, were ; — that there was fuch a. 
hing as weaknefs of the body, as well as wcak- 
lefs of the mind, — and then he would do no- 
hing but fyllogize within himfelf for a ftage or 
rvfo together, how far the caufe of all thefe vexa- 
tions might, or might not, have arifen out of 
himfelf. 

In fhort, he had fo many little fubjefts of dif- 
quietude fpringing out of this one affair, all 
fretting fucceflively in his mind as they rofe up in 
it, that my mother, whatever was her journey 
up, had but an uneafy journey of it down*:— In 
a word, as fhe complainpd to my uncle Toby,, 
he would have tired out the patience of any 
flefh alive. 



CHAP. XVIL 

THOUGH my father travelled homewards, 
as I told you, in npne of the beft of moods, ^ 
— pfEawHmig and pifh-ing all. the way down,-—; 
yet he had the complaifence to keep the worAr 
part of the ftory ftill to himfelf; — which was the j 
i;efolution he liad taken of doing himfelf the jus- 
tice, which my uncle Toby's claufe in the mar- 
riage icttlement empowered him ; nor was it till, 
the very night in which I- was begot, which was. 
thirteen months after, that fhe had the leaft inti- 
mation, of bis defign •• wlaeii m^ i^>Jft&\^, 

C 3 Vvai^^txJvsi^a^, 
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happening, as yon remember, fo be 'a SttU 
ohAgrinedT and oat of temper,— took occaliofi ii 
they: tay chattmg gravely in bed a f i e r Wa td» j 
tilking over vf\M was to come,*— -tolet her know 
that (he mnfl accomoKKkte herfelf asweH asflit 
coold to the bargidn made betwecfn them in (Mr 
marriage deeds ; which was to lyenA of her next 
child in the cocmtry ; to balance the laft yeai^ 
journey. 

My fiitherwasagendemaaof many viitnB%^-i^ 
but he had a ftrong i^nce of that in hb tmnpeT: 
\idhicb mighty or nught liot^ add to the nomibcry 
-:T^r ^-^V 1^^ by ^^ name of perfepenMt 
in*iigo(^cat^'«i^ thai: of bb^nacy «i a b«d oiet 
Of this my mother had fo mnch kniywledge, Att 
fhe knew 'twas to no porpofe to make any remoft- 
flrancey^^fo (be even refolved to fit down qmetljb 
and make the moft of it. 



CHAP. XVIII. 

AS the point was that night agreed, or rather 
determined, that my mother (hould lye-in 
of me in the cowntry, (he took her meaftires ac- 
cordingly; for whiA- purpofe, when (he was 
three days, or thereabouts, gone with child, (he 
began to caft her eyes upon the midwife whcMtt 
you have fo often heard me mention ; and before 
the week ^as well got round, as the famous DK 
Maningham w^ not to be had, (he had come to 

a final determination in her mind, notwith- 

ftaAding there was a fdentifick operator within 
fo near a call as eight miles of us, and who 
moreover, had exprefly wrote a five (hillings book 
upon the fubjcft of midwifery, in which he had 

expo(edj 
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Bxpofed, not only the blunders of the fifterhood 
itfelf,— but had alfo fuperadded many curious im- 
provements for the quicker extraftioii of the foetus 
in crofs births, and fome other cafes of danger 
which delay us in getting into the world y not- 
withftanding all this, my mother, I fay, was 
abfolnfely determined to truft her life and mine 
with it, into no foul's hand but this old woman's 
only. — Now this I like ; — ^whcn we cannot get at 
the very thing we wifh, — never to take up with 
the next bcft in degree to it 5-— no, that's pitiful 
|>eyond defcription 5 — it is no more thin a week 
from this very day, in which I am ncr^ wridng 
this book for the edificadon of the world, *— 
which is March 9, 1759^ — that my dear, dear 
Jenny obfervmg I looked a litde grave, as ftic 
ftood cheapening a filk of five and twenty ftiil- 
lings a yard,— told "the inercer, ftie was forry fliie 
had given him fo much trouble ;— and immedi- 
ately went and bought herfelf a yard-wide ftufF of 
ten-pence a-yard. — Tis the duplication of one 
and the fame greatnefs of foul ; only what let 
fcned the honour of itfomewhat, in my mother's 
cafe, was, that fhe coidd not heroine it into 
fo violent and hazardous an extreme, as one 
in "her fituarion might have wlfhed, becaufe the 
old midmfe had really fome little claim to be de- 
pended upon,— as much, at kaft, as fuccefe 
could give hcl* 5 having, in the courie of her 
prafticc of near twenty years in the parifli, 
brought every mother's fon of them into the 
world \idthout any one flip or accident which 
could fairly be laid to her account. 

Thefe tSL&Sf tho' they had their weight, yet* ' 
did not' altqgeth^fatisfy fome few fcruplcs and 
meBfiaeffes which hiiiig upotl'tvy iaxYvtf ^ K^^cfce^ 
C 4 \^ 
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in relation to this choice. To fay nothing of the 
uatural workings of humanity and juAice, or of 
the yearnings of parental and connubial love, all 
which prompted him to leave as little to hazard 
;is pofiible in a cafe of this kind ! — he felt him- 
felf concerned in a particular manner, that all 
fhould go right in the prefent cafe ; — from the 
accumulated forrow he lay open to ihould any 
evil betide his wife and child in lying-in at Shan- 
dy-hall. — He knew the world judged by events, 
and would add.to his afiflidlions in fuch a misfor- 
tune, by loading him with the whole blame d 
it. — •* Alas o'day ! — had Mrs. Shandy, poor 
•« gentlewoman! had but her wifh. in going q) 
** to town juft to lye-in and come down again ^ 
•* — which, they fay, fhe begged and prayoifor 
*< upon her bare knees, — and which, in my 
'* opinion, Qonfidering the fortune which Mr. 

*< Shandy got with her, was no fuch mighty 

*' matter to have complied with, the lady and her 
*' babe might both of them have been alive at 
•' this hour." 

This exclamation my father knew was unan- 
fwerablej — and yet, it was not merely to fhelter 
himfelf, — nor was it altogether for care of his off- 
spring and wife that he feemed fo extremely anxi- 
ous about this point ; — my father had extenfive 
views of things, — and flood, moreover, as he 
thought, deeply concerned in it for the publick 
good, from the dread he entertained of the bad 
ufes an ill-fated inftance might be put to. 

He was very fenfible that all political writers 
upon the fubje<rt had unanimoufly agreed and la- 
mented, from the beginning of Queen Eliza- 
beth's reign down to his own time, that the cur- 
rcnt of men and mone^ lovj^ci^ \^^ tcisxxo^olis 
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upon one frivolous errand or another,— fct in fo* 
ftrong ; — as to become dangerous to our civil • 
rights ; — tho', by the bye,7— a current was not , 
the image he took mofl delight in^^ — a diflemper 
was here his favourite metaphor,.. and he would' 
run it downinto aperfeft allegory, by maintain— , 
mg it was identically the fame in the body n^tip- ; . 
nil as in the body natural, where. blood and fpi- • 
rits were driven up into the head faftir-than they ^ 
oould find their ways down, — a ftoppage of'dr- • 
dilation muft. enfue,. which was death, in both: 
cafes. . 

There was little danger, ,he would fay, of lo-* - 
fmg our* liberties by French politicks or French, . 

invafions : > nor was he & much in pain oP a 

eonfumption from the. mafs of corrupted matter^ 
and ulcerated humours in our conftitution, f— " 
which he hoped was not fo bad as it was ima- • 
pned;^--but he verily feared, that in fome vio- 
knt pufti„ we fliould' go off all at once, in a : 

ftatc apoplexy and then he would fay, The • 

Lord have mercy upon us all. 
My father was never able to ^ve the hiilory 

of this diflemper,-: without. the remedy along,: 

with it. 

"Was I an abfcJute prince," he would fay, ^ 
fulling up his bi'eeches, with both his hands, as^ 
he' roie from his lirm chair, ** I would appoint 
•* able judges, at every avenue of my metro- 
** polls, who fhould take, cognizance of every. 
** fool's* bufinefs who canie there \ and if, upoq ' 
'• a fair and candid hearing, it appeared not of 
** wdght fufficient to leave his own home, arrf 
*• come tip, bag and baggage, with 4iis wife and 
** children, farmers fdns, &c. &c. at his back- 
** iide, they fliould be all fent back from conftibk - 
C'5 ■ •* to.' 
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** to conftable, like vagrants as they were, to 
** the' place of their legal fettlements. By this 
** meaos, I (hall take care, that my metro- ' 
** polls tottered not thro* its own weight, — that 
** the head be no longer too big for the body j 

'* -that the extremes, now wafted aiid pm- 

•« ncd in, be reftored to their due fhare of nou- 
«< jrHhment;, and regain with it, their natural 

'* ftreagth' and beauty : ^I would effeftually 

•« jprovide, That the meadows and corn-fields, 

*< bf'my dominions, Ihould laugh and fing; 

** that good chear and hofpitality flourifh once 
*^ more — and that fuch weight and influence be 
** put thereby into the hands of the Squirality 
•* of my kingdom, as fhould counterpcHfe what 
" I perceive my Nobility are now taking from 
<« them. 

** "Why arc there fo few palaces and gentle- 
♦* men's feats,** he would afk, with fomc emo- 
tion> as he walked acrofs the room, '* through- 
*• out {o many delicious provinces in France ? 
'» "Whence is it- that the few remainiDg Chateaus 
** amongft them are fo difmantled, — fb unfur- 
^^ niilied,. and in fo rumbus and defolate a con- 
•» dition? — Becaufe, Sir, (he would fay) in that 
** kingdom no man has any country intereft to. 
** fupport : — the little Intercll cf any kind, which 
'I* any man has any where ia it, is concentrated 
*« in the/ court, and the looks of the Grand. 
*«. Monarch; by the fun-ihinc of whofe coun- 
« tenance, or the clouds which pafs acrofs it, 
<* every French man lives or dies." 

Another political reafon which prompted my 
father fo ftrongly to guard againft the leaft evil 
accident in my mother's lying-in in the country, 
— rwas, That any fuch ijillancc would infallibly 

ihxQW 
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throw a balance of power, too great already, int^ 
the weaker veffels of the gentry, in his own, o*" 
higher flations; — which, with the many othc^ 
nfurped rights which that part of the conftitution 
was hourly eftabli(hing,T-would, in the end, 
prove fatal to the monarchical fyftem of domeflick 
government eftabllfhed in the firft creation of* 
things by God. 

In this point he ^Yas entirely of Sir Robert Ri- 
mer's opinion. That the plans and inllitutions of 
the greateft monarchies in the eaftern parts of the 
world, were originally, all ftolcn from that ad- 
mirable pattern ^ and prototype of this houfhold 
and paternal power; — which, for a century, he 
faid, and more, had gradually been degenerating 
away into a mixed government j-^- the fqrm of 
which, however' delirable in great combinations 
of the Ijpecies,— was very troublefome in fmall • 
ones,— and feldrim produced any thing, .that -he 
faw, but forrow and confufion.. 
For all thefe rea&nsj private and publick, put 

together, my father was for having .the man- 

widwife by all means,:— my mother by no. means. 
My father begjged and intreated, flie woyld for 
once recede from her- prerogative in this.matter, 
and fiiffer'him to chooie for her ; — my mother, 
on the contraty,. Infifted upon her privilege in this 
matter, to choofc for herfelf^-!-and have no mor- 
tal's help but the old^voman's. — ^What could 
my fither'do? Hewas almoft at his wit's endj 
•^talked it over, with her in all moods 5— placed 
Ks argfumenfs in all lights ; argued the matter 
with herlikeachriffian,— like a heathen,— like a 
* lfui[band,-fr--^7-^lilce'' a f^tHer,— r— like a patriot, 

-^ like a man': My mother anfwered every 

tbh^ only like a woman J. which was a' little 



hard upon Jier ;^for as ihe could not afTume an^ 

^ght k out bchiod fuch a variety of characters, 

■ r ^ * twa& no fair match j — ■ — twas feven to one, 

*— = — ^Whatt could my mother do ? She had 

the advaabge (othcrwife fhe had been certainly 
ovdpowcfcd) of a linall reinforcement of cha- 
giine pcribnal at the bottom which bore her npi 
arid eiiabled her to difpuce the aifatr with my fa-^ 

th'W ^wth fo equal an advantage, ^that both 

fiiSSs fitog Te Deum, In a word, my mother 

vitt* to have the old woman, and the opera- 

tdrwas to have licence to drink a bottle of wine 
^th my.fkther and my uncle Toby 'Shandy in the 
back pirlotir, —for which he was to be paid five 

at^ «' caveat in 'th^b^^^^ 
■■ : ^v' ^tia- it i$ tK$: . ^IJot tp tal^ Xt>aik 
foliitelr {6r^ptai6d Ifros^an^ or. 
two which I have drOfjpdalh it,: — ' . ' " *< :That* 
" I am a manied man/*-t~— lown. the ten- 
der appellation of mydeir, dear jenny, -7- y 

vrith ^fomV other ftrc^fes of conjogal knowlejdge,; 
iiiteri^rfed here 'iiicf there; : might naitursdly 

though, •*^--^--'^"-" ^^^^'^ ^^^^^^ :.,Ji»^A 1-. .u^ 

world * 

tice, arid that you do foMniich of it, to me ^, 

well as to yom^lfj^"- asnaot to prejudge or pp- 

ceivc fuch an impreffioa of me, till you have.b^- 
ter evidence, than I^am jpfitiVe, at prefent, q^ft 
be produced againft me f — Not that F caa be'foj 
rsun or unreaibhable. Madam, as to defir< '^ou* 
jftiould therefore think, that niy dear^^ deaV Jta^ijy 
is my kept miftrefs,— -no,— r — tha^ wo}iId' be^itat* 
tering my charade i^. the otbei: eitrieme, and 

giving 
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giving it an dr of freedom, which, perhaps, it 
has no kind of right to. All I contead for, is the 
utter impofEbility for fome volumes, that you, or 
the moft penetrating fpirit upon earth, fhould 

Imow how this matter really (lands. It is not 

Impoflible, but that my dear, dear Jenny ! ten- 
der as the appellation is, may be my child, 

Ccmfider, — I was born in the year eighteen. 

Nor is there any thing unnatural or extravagant; 
In the fuppofltion, that my dear Jenny may be 

my friend. Friend ! My friend. — Surely, 

Madam, a friendftiip between the two fexes may 

fubfift, and be fupported without Fy ! Mr. 

Shandy : — ^Without any thing, Madam, but that 
tender and delicious fentiment, which ever mixes 
in fiiendfliip where there is a difference of lex. 
Let mc entreat you to ftudy the pure and feati- 
mental parts of the beft French romances ;-r— it 
will really Madam, aftonifh you to fee with what 
a variety of chafte exprcffion this delicious fenti- 
ment, wjiich I have the honour to fpeak of^ is 
drefled out. 



C H A P. XIX. 

I Would fboner undertake to explain the hard- 
eft problem in geometry, than pretend to ac- 
count for it, that a gentleman of my father's 

great good fenfe, knowing, as. the reader 

muft have obferved him, and curious too, in 

philofbphy, — wife alfo in political reafoning, 

and in polemical (as he vdll find) no way igno*- 
rant, — —could be capable of entertaining a no- 
tion in his head, fo out of the common track,, 
——that I fear the reader, when I come to mcn- 
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t:-^2 r to hrs, if h? ii the Jeaft of a cholerick 
t^rrrpcT, ttIH i:sr:edia:tl7 throw the bock by^ 
if 3s-rcari*I, ht w31 Izagh moil hcartay at it; 

'sTii, if he 15 of 2 gr2T€ and famrBiLe caft, he 

v~l], it £nt i!ght, ab^ci^relr con-iemn as feiici-: 
f ji and cxtraragas: ; acd thit was in refpcft tt> 
the choice aad i««npofi!:o3 of Chriilian names, on 
vhich he thocght a gi~eat deal more depended^ 
than what fuperficial mines wcf e capable of coo-, 
caving. 

His opinion, in this matter, vas^ That theic 
was a ftrange kind of magick bias, v'hich good 
or bad names, as he caDcd them, irrefiftibiy iai- 
prefTed upon our charafters :uid condnft. 

The Hero of Cervantes argued not the point 

with more fcrioufiiefe, nor had he more faith, 

— —or more to fay on the power of Necro- 
mancy in difhononring his deeds, or oh Dci- 

cinea's name, in iheiding hiftre upon them, 
than my father had on thofe of Trismegistus 
or ARCHi\fEDEs, on fhc one hand — or of 
Nyky and Simkis on the other. How many 
C^:sARS and Pompeys, he would fay, by mere 
inlpiration of the names,, have been rendered wor- 
thy of them ? And how many, he would add, 
lire there who might have done exceeding well in 
the world, had not their charafters and fpiriti 
been totally deprefled and NicoLrEMUs'rx into 
nothing. 

I jcc plninly, Sir, by your looks, (or as the 
c:ifc happened) my father would fay, — that you, 
do not heartily fubfcribe to this opinion cf mine, 

which to thofe, he would add, who have 

not carefully fiftcd it to the bottom',,- 1 

<iwn has an air more of fancy than of folid rea- 
/uiiiV)^ in it; and ^et, la^ ^^^ '^vc^\\\ 
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ay prefume to know your charafter, I am mo- 
lly aflured, I fhould hazard little in dating a 
ife to .you — not as a party in the difpute, — but 
i a judge, and truftiog my appeal upon it to 
Dur own good fenfe and candid difquifition in 

lis matter ; ^you are a perfon free from as 

lany narrow prejudices of education as moft 

len, and, if I may prefume to penetrate fur- 

acr into you,— of a liberality of genius above 
tearing down an opinion, merely becaufe it wants 

iriends. Tour fon! — your dear fon, from 

irhofe fweet and open temper you have fo much 

» expeft, Your Billy, Sir ? — '• — would 

yoo for the world have called him Judas ? 

Would you, my dear Sir, he would fay, laying 
his hand upon your breaft, with tlie genteeleft ad- 
drcfs, — andf in that fofr and irrefiftlble piano of 
voice, which the nature of the argumentum ad 
hominem abfolutely requires, — ^Would you, Sir, 
if a Jew of a godfather had propofed the name of 
your child, and offered you his purfe along with, 
it, would you have confented to fuch a dei'ecration 
of him ?— O my God ! he would fay, looking up 
if I know your temper right. Sir, — you are inca- 
pable of it ; you would have trampled upon 

the ofFer ; you would have thrown the temp- 

tadon at the tempter's head with abhorrence. 

Your greatnefs of mind in this aftion which I 
admire, with that generous contempt of money 
which you fbew me in the whole tranfa^ion, is 

really noble 5 and what renders it more fo, is 

the priodpte of it ; the workings of a parent's 

bve upon the truth and conviftion of this very 
h]^)oth€fis, namely. That was ypur fon called' 
Jtjdas,:— ihe fordid and treacherous idea, fo in- 

feparaHo 
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feparable from the name, would have accompa- 
nied him through life like his fhadaw, and in thi 
end, made a mifer and a raical of him, in fpite 
Sir, of your example. 

I never knew a man able to anfwer this argu 

mcnt But,^ indeed, to fpeak of my fathc 

as he was ; he was certainly irrefiftible, both ii 
his orations and diiputations ; he was bom ai 

orator ; GioWWito-. Perfuafion hunj 

upon 'his lips, and the elements of Logick an( 
Rhctorick were fo blended up in him, — and 
withal, he had fo flirewd a guefs at the weak* 
neflfes and paflions of his refpondent, — that Na- 
TURE might have flood up and faid, — « ThL 
" man is eloquent." In fhort, whether hewaf 
on the weak or the ftrong fide of the queffioDj 
'twas hazardous in either cafe to attack hm :^ 
And yet, 'tis flrange he had never read Cicerc 
nor Quintili:m de Oratore, nor Ifocrates, nor 
Ariftotle, nor Longinus amongft the ancients j 
— nor Voffius, nor Skioppius,. nor Ramus, nor 
Farnaby amongft the moderns; — and what is 
more aftoni/hing, he had never, in his whole life 
the leaft light or fpark of fubtilty ft ruck into his 
mind, by one fingle ledVure upon Crack tnthorp 
or Burgerfdicius, or any Dutch logician or com- 
mentator ; — he knew not fo much as in what tlie 
diifeaiiice of an argument ad ighorantiam, and an 
argument ad homincm confillcd ; ib that 1 wdl 
remember, when he went up along with me tc 
enter my name at Jefus College in ***♦, — it wai 
a matttr of juft wonder with my worthy tutorj 
and two or three fellows, of that learjied fociety. 
that a man who knew not fo much as' the names 
of his tools, fhould be able to work after that 
faftiion with 'em.. 
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To work "with them in the beft manner he 
could, was what my father was, however, per- 
petually forced upon ; — for he had a thoufand lit- 
tle fceptical notions of the common kind to de- 
fend,— 'moft of which notions, I verily believe at 
firft entered upon the footing of mere whims, and 
of a vive la Bagatelle ; and asfuch he would make 
merry with them for half an hour or fo, and hav- 
ing fharpened his wit upon them, difmifs them, 
till another day. 

I mention this, not only as matter of hypothc- 
fis or conjeAure upon the progrefs and eflabli(h- 
meat of my father's many odd opinions, but as a 
vaming to the learned reader agalnft the indii^ 
creet reception of fuch guefls, who, after a free 
and undifliurbed entrance for fome years, into our 
brains, at length claim a kind of fettlement there, 
—working fometimes like yeaft j^^but more ge- 
nerally after the manner of the gentle paflion, 
beginning in jeft, — but ending in downright ear- 
neft. 

Whether this was the cafe of the fmjgularity 
of my father's notions, or that his judgment, at 
length, ' became the dupe of his wit 5 or how far, 
in many of his notions, he might, though odd, 

be abfolutely right ; the reader, as he comes 

at them, fhall decide. All that I maintain here, 
is, that in this one, of the influence of Chriflian 
names, however it gained footing, he was feri- 

ops; he was all uniformity; he was fyf- 

tematical, and like all fyftematick reafoners, he 
would move both heaven and earth, and twift 
and torture every thing in nature to fupportr his 
hypothefis. In a word, I repeat it over again 5 

— h e was ferious ; and, in coniequence of 

iti hq would lofe all kind of patience whenever 

he 
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he iaw people^ dpeciaUy of - condidoii, %lil | 
fiioald have k&onifa bettiery-'— tt carekfs 9XiAm, 
indifiereiit tboat the name they impofed opoa tbeji. 
child^ armorefi>y than in thechoiaetif Boiob^fe- 
Cupid for their puppj dog. ^ ' <i 

This, he wcnild fay, looked iU ;- 



moreover, this fterticolar aggravatiody ia it, v£^ 
That when once a vile name was vnTo^gfiiUy « 
injudiciouay g^ven, 'twas not likt the caft ictf i 
man's character, which, when wronged, mUH 
hereafter be ckared )-«— -and, pomty, lami 
timeorother, if ]iotintfaeinan'sme,4ici6tftjift 
ter hh death, be, fomehow ob othaer, fet t6i%||hfll 
with the woiid : 6m the injury of d^ia, be woaU 
&y, could never be undone: — nay, he docAasi 
even whether an aft of parfiamentoooid 'reach kx 

He knew as well as yon, that the leifS» 

tore affizmed a power over fnmames ^ — bot for 
very ftrong reafons, which he could give, it baA 
never yet adventured,, he would fay to go a ftcp 
further. 

It was obfervable, that thotfgh my father, in 
confequence of this opinion, had, as I have tol4 
you, the ftrongeft likings and dillikings towards 
certain -names ; — ^that there were ftiil numbers of 
names which hung fo equally in the balance be* 
fore him, that tlicy were abfolutely indiffeitat 
to him. Jack, Dick and TomrWere of this chifs J 
Thefe my father called neutrai names; — affimii^ 
ing of them, without a fatjT, That there had 
been as many knaves and fools, at leafi, as vi^ 
and good men, finee the world began, who had 

indifferently borne them 5 ^fo that, like eqo^ 

forces afting againft eath other in contrary dSr^ 
tions, he thought they mutaally deftroyed ^each 

Cft&erti 
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s cfFefts 5 for which reafon he would often 
re. He would not give a cherry-ftone to 
e amongft them. Bob, which was my bro- 
; name, was another of thefe neutral kinds 
hriftian oacries, which operated very little 
• way J and as my father happened to be 
;>ibm, when it was given him, he would oft 

thank Heaven it >yas no worfe. Andrew 
fomething like a negative quantity in Alge- 
Tith him \ — 'twas worfe, be faid, than no-* 
. — ^William ftood pretty high: — Numps 

was low with him — and Nick he faid, was 

>EVIL. 

It, of all the names in the univerfe, he had 
loft unconquerable averfion for Tn i s t r a M ; 
had theloweft and moft contemptible opi- 
of it of any thing in the world, thinking it 
[ poflibly produce nothing in rerum natura, 
w^hat was extremely mean and pitiful: jk> 
in the midft of a difpute on the fubjeft, in 
h, by the bye, he was frequently involved, 
would fomedmes break off in a fiidden and 
id Epiphonema, or rather Erotesis, 
1 a third, and fbmetimes a full fifth, above 

ey of the difcourft, and demand it cate- 

2i\j of his antagonift. Whether he would 
upon him to fay, he had ever remembered, 
lether he had ever read, — or even whether 
id ever heard tell of a man, called Triftram, 
rming any thing great or worth recording i 

), he would fayy^ — .-Tristram ! —The 

is impoflible. 

hat could be wanting in my father but to 
wrote a book to publifh this notion of his 
e world ? Little boots it to the fubtle fpecu- 
'to ftand fmgle in his opinions, un- 
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Wht:: ±i5 ftccy 2$ cacrpircd with th 

page, "Will r^x the gentic reader p 

father fro-n his fDoI ? to ice an order 

irelS-dHpofed gectkaus, 'who the* fingnb 
yet iioSeniiTe in his notions,— fo p:ajcd 1 
tben by crcfs parpoics ; - to look dow 
the ftage, acd fee him baiBed and overthr 
ail his little iVftems and wifhes ; to behold 
of events perpetually falling out againfl hi 
in fo critical and cruel a wav, as if they h; 
poicdly bern planned acd pointed out a^rair 

merely to infult his fpeailarions. In i 

to behold fuch a one, in his old age, ill-fii 
troubles, ten times in a day mffering ibrr 
ten times in a day calling the child of his ; 
Tristram : — Melancholy diffyllable of 
■which, to his ears, was unilbn to Nicoi 
and every name vituperative under Heavei 
Rv hU flfhp<j ! T fwear it. — if ever malifrn' 
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CHAP. XX. 



How could you, Madam, be fo 

inattentive in reading the laft chapter ? I told 
you in it, That my mother was not a papift. — • 
Papift ! You told me no fuch thing, Sir. Ma- 
dam, I beg leave to repeat it over again. That 
I told you as plain, at leaft, as words, by di- 
reft inference, could tell you fuch a thing. 
Then, Sir, I muft have miffed a page. — No, 

Madam, — you have not miffed a word. 

Then, I was afleep. Sir. My pride. Ma- 
dam, cannot allow you that refuge. Then, 

I declare, I know nothing at all about the mat- 
ter. ^That, Madam, is the very fault I lay 

to your charge ; and as a punifhment for it, I 
do infill upon it, that you immediately turn 
back, that is, as foon as you get to the next full 
Ibp, and read the whole chapter over agmn. 

I have impofed this pennance upon the lady, 
neither out of wantonnefs or cruelty, but from 
the beft of motives ; and therefore fhall make 
her no apology for it when fhe returns back :— 
Tis to rebuke a vicious tafle which has crept 

into thoufands befides herfelf, of reading 

ifaraight forwards, more in queft of the adven- 
tures, than of the deep erudition and knowledge 
which a book of this caft^ if read over as it 
fliould be, would infallibly impart with them. 

-The mind fhould be accuftomed to 

make wife refleftions, and draw curious conclu- 
fions as it goes along 5 the habitude of which 
made Pliny the younger affirm, *rrhat he ne- 
fer read a book fo bad^ but he drew fome pro- 
fit 
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fit from it.'' The ftories of Greece and RooiCi 
run over without thb turn and application^ 
do lefs iervicei I affirm it, than the hiftory qI< 
Parifinus and Parifmehus, or of the Seven C£a» 
pions of England^ read with it, 

> ■ 'But here comes my fair !U4^ 

Have you read over again the chapter,. Madin^ 
as I ddlred you ? <— Ton have : And £d'yooii|ii 
oblerve the paflfage, xxpoa the feoond xc^^m 
which admits the inficrence ? ■ N ot a mat 
like it? Then, Madam, be pleafed to foaii 
well the laft line but one of the chapter, what 
I take upon me to lay, *< It was aeceflaij J. 
fliould be bom before I was chriAened." wt 
my mother, Madame been a Papifty : that coaih 
qoence did not follow.* 

h 

* The Romiih Rituals dircfl the baptizin|r of tic 
child, in cafes of danger, before it is born ;-^-*-lNit 
upon this provifo, That fome part or other of the 

child's body be fcen by the baptiicr ; But the 

DoiSors or the Sorbonne, by a deliberation held 
amoDgd them, Aprii i o, 1 733, —-—have enlarged tk 
powers of the mddwives, by determining, That tho' 
no part of the child's body ihould appeai".— — Thai 
baptifin ihall, neverthelefs, be adminiftered to it 
by injedtion,— — parlcmoycnd'une petite Canulle- 
Anglice, a fquirt.— — *Tis very flrangc, that St 
Thomas Aquinas, who had fo good a mechanical 
head, both for tying aod uniting the knots ol 
fchool divinity,— mould, after fo much pains be- 
flowed upon this,— give up the point at laft, as i 
fecond La chofe impolRblei— — ** Infantes in mater- 
Bis uteris exiftentes (quoth St. Thomas) baptiztr 
poffunt aullo modo."— -O Thomas I Thomas I 

I 
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It is a terrible misfortune for this fame book of 
mine, but more fo to the Republic of Letters ; 

—• ^fo that my own is quite fwallowed up in 

the conlideration of it, ^that this felf-fame vile 

pruriency for frefh adventures in all things, has 
got {o ftrongly into our habit and humours,—- 
aa<}' fo wholly intent are we upon fatisfying the 
impatience of our concupifcence that way, that 
nothing but the grofs and more carnal parts of 

a compoiition will go down : —The fubtle 

Unts and fly com.munication of fcience fly ofF^ 

fike fpirits, upwards ; the heavy moral 

eicapes downwards ; and both the one and the 
other are as much loft to the world, as if they 
were flill left in the bottpm of the ink-ihorn. 

I wifli the male-reader has not pafled by many 
a one, as quaint and curious as this one, in which 
the female-reader has been detected. I wifli it 
may have- its effeAs ;«-and that all good people, 
ix)th male and female, from her example, may be 
taught to thmk as well as read. 

If the reader has the curiofity to fee the queflioa 
upon baptifxn, by iojedtion, as prefented to the Doc- 
tors of the Sorbonne, —with their confultation 

tbertupon, it is as follows. 
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MsiioiRE prefent6 a Meffienra les Do&ffsut 

SORBONNE. ' 

UN Chimrgieii Accouchenry repidestc 
Meffienrs les Doftears de Soii)oime»;4 
J i& de cas, qwnque tris rares^ m ime mere 
icauroit acconcher^ & m^me ou 1' enfaiit eft ' 
lemeht renfienne dans le iein de fa mere,. 4^^ 
fait paroitre aucone parde de ion corpt^ ct 
feroit on cas^ foivant ks Rimelsi de Ini ooi 
retf da moins ions condidon^ le bapteme. 
Chirorg^, qui confiilte, pretend par le Aq 
d'une -petite canuUe^ de pouvoir bstptiicr itnsM 
^tement P enfanty fans hire aacitt]t<»t ^ k ni 
. II demand fi ce m6y«i». qull vicofe 
propofer^ eft pefmis & legitime, et s'il pent f 
jTcrvir dans le cas qu*il vient d* expofer. 



R E P O N S E. 

LE Confeil eftime, que la qucftion pope 
foulTre de srandes difficultes* Les 'Hi 
logiens pofent ^un cot6 pour principe, que 
bapteme, qui eft une oaifTance fpirituelle, ftip 
(e une premiere naiflance ; il faut etre ne dans 
xnonde, pour renaitre en Jefus Chrift comme 
renfeignent, S- Thomas, 3 part, quaeft. 
artic, II. fuit cette doftrine comme une ve 
conftante 5 Ton nc peut, dit ce, S. Doftc 
baptifer les enfans qui font renfermes dans le : 
de leurs Meres, et S* Thomas eft fond6 fur 
que les enfanS ne font point n6s, &^e peuT 
etre comdtes parmi ks autres hommes i d'oi 

cond 
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condud, qu'ils ne pcuveat etre T objefl: d'unc 
aftion ext^rieure, pour recevoir par leur mini- 
ft£re les facremens n6ceflaires au falut : Pueri in 
matemis mens exiftentes nondum prodierunt in lu- 
cem ut cum aliis hominibus vitam ducant, uode 
aoQ poiTunt fubjici aAioni^ humanae, ut per eonim 
Dunifterium facramenta recipiant ad falutem. Les 
ritueh ordonnent dans la pratique ceque les theo- 
log^ens ont ^tabli fur les memes matieres, & ils 
ddSndent tous d' une maniere uniforme de bap- 
tifer les enfans qui font renfermes dans le fein de 
leors meres, s'ils ne font paroitre quelque partie 
de leurs corps. Le cohcours des th6ologiens, & 
des rituels, qui font les regies des dioc^fes, pa- 
rpit former une autorit^ qui termine la queftion 
prefente j cependant le confeil de confdence con- 
iiderant d' un c6t6, que le raifonnement des th6- 
ologiens eft uniquement fontefur une raiibn de 
coovenance, & que la defenfe des rituels, fuppo- 
k que r op ne pent baptifer immediatement les 
eofans ainfi renferm6s dans le fein de leurs 
meres, ce qui eft contre la fuppofition prefente $ & 
d' un autre cot6, coniiderant que les memes thd- 
olog^ns enfeignent, que V on pent rifquer les 
laacmens que Jefus Chrift a etablis comme des 
moyens faciles, mais neceftaires pour fanftifier 
les honmies y & d' ailleurs eftimant, que les en- 
fims renfermes dans le fein de leur meres, pour- 
rcjent 6tre capables de falut parce qu' ils font ca- 

pables de damnation 5 pour ces conlidera- 

tions, & eu £garda T expoi^, fuivant lequel on 
alTrire avdr trouv^ un moyen certain de baptifer 
ces enfans ainfi renferm6s, fans faire aucun tort 
a la mere, le Confeil ellime que V on pourroit fe 
ftrvir du moyen propofe, dans la confiance qu' 
Vol. L D il 
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didon, s'il ^ntai heureufement au moadc. D£« 
libere en Sorbonne, le 10 Avril, 1773. 

A. Le Motke, 
L. De RoMiGNr, 
De Marcillt. 
Mr. Triftram Shandy's compliments toMeflrSb 
La Moyne, De Romigny and De Marcilly, hopes 
they dl refted well the night after fo tirefome a 

cooiiiltadon He begs to know, whether, 

after the ceremony of marriage, and before that 
of confbmmadon the baptizing all the Homuk-» 
CULi at oiice, flap-dafh, by injeAion, would not 
be a fluMTter and fafer cut (till ; on condition as 
above. That if the Homunculi do well and 
come £ife into the world after this, That each 
and every of them (hall be baptized again (fous 
condition} — And provided, in the iecond place. 
That the thing can be done, which Mr. Shandy 
apprehends it may, par le mo}^n d' une petite 
caautei and^ fans faire aucun tort a la mere. 

CHAP. XXI- 

-I wonder what's all that noife, and 



nmning backwards and forwards for, above 
flairs^ 4noth my father, addreffing himfelf after 
^ hour and a halPs filence, to my uncle 
Tobyr— 1 — ^who, you muft know, was fitting on 
fit ojppofite fide of the fire, fmoking his fodal 
]»pe au the^e ah mute cohtemplatiOin of a new 
par pif ' bfack-pliiih-bVceches which he had got 
^n ;— TSftiat can thev be doing brother ? quoth 




_ or three ti^es" lipon the nail of bis left 
^ii^b^ as he be^n his fentence, — —I diink, 
"~^'" " '" " D'i 'fays 
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fays he:— y—Bat to enter lig^dj imo my tmcie^ 
Toby's jfentimrnts upon this matter, yoo muft T 
made to enter firft a little into bis charafler, t! 
out-lines of wluch I /hall juft ffvc you, aod 
the dialpgoes between him and my fatheri 
go on as well i^^un. 

r—^Fray what was that man's name^ — fori, 
write in fiich a hurry, I have no time to rec<^, 
left or look for it,— —who firft made the obfer- 
radon, .^^ That th^re was great iacoofUnq^ ia 
our air and climate ?'* Whoever he was, 'twaf 

a juft and ^oo4 obfervation b him. M 

the CDroUapy drawn from it, namely, '' Thm 
k is this which ha^furnifhed u& with fuch a va* 

tiety of odd and whtmiical (chara£ters ^" 

that was not his ; ■ i t was fouad out by ano- 
ther man, at leaft a century and a half after 
him :-— — rThen again, — that this copious florc- 
houfe of original materials, is the true and na- 
tural caufe that our comedies are fo much better 
than thofe of France, or any other that either 
have, or can be wrote upon the continent,—^ 
that difcovery was not fully made till about the. . 
middle of king "William^s rdgn, — when the grtat' 
Dryden in writing one of his long prefaces, (if I 
miftakenot) moft fortunately hit upon it* If^ 
deed towards the latter end of queen Ann,-|tfie| 
great Addifbn began to patronize the notion, 'ana 
more fully explained it to the world in one.ot* 
two of his Speftators } — ^but the difcovery WW; 

not his. — '■ — ^Then, fourthly and lajMy, thii[ 

this ftrange irregularity in our climate, produdi^ 
fo ftrange ah irregularity in our charaAerS|^-<«, 
doth thereby in feme fort, make us aji^e^d%'. 
by giving us fomewhat to make us merry '^fll^ 
when the weather will not fufter us to go oal: « 

doorii 
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loors, — that obiervatioo is my own ;— and waS 
Rrack out by mc this very rainy day, March 269 
1759, ^^^ betwixt the hours of nine and ten in 
the nx>rmng. 

Thus, — thus my fellow labourers and aflbciates 
in this great harveft of our learning now ripen- 
ii^ before oar eyes ; thus it is, by flow fteps 
or cafual increaie, that our knowkdge, phyii- 
cal^ metaphyfical, phyfiolo^cal, polemiod, nau- 
tical, mathematical, amigmadcal, technical, bi^ 
ographical, romantical, chemical, and obfletn- 
cal, with fifty other branches of it, (moft of 'em 
ending, as thefe do, in ical) have for thefe two 
laft centuries and more, gradually been creep- 
ing upwards towards that Aitpu* of their per- 
f e^ons, from which, if we may form a conjec- 
ture from the advances of thefe lail feven years, 
we cannot pofTibly be far off. 

When that happens, it ic to be hoped, it will 
pot an end to ali kind of wri":-.^3 whatlbever ; 
— the want of all kind of \v.":r. ic vviii pin rn 
end to all kind of reading; — a^id -h-n in t.me. 

As war begets poverty, ]-overty peaize. • . * 

in courfe, put an end^to all kin^l of k'...»v-.\cj^ 

•— and then we fhall have Jii: : o hrgin c <^r 

again ; or, in other words, be ^xaftiy where 
wc ftarted. 

Happy ! thrice happy Times ! I only 
vifli that the sera of my begetting, as well as the 
mode and manner of it, had been a little altered, 
or that it could have been put off with any eafe to 
my fiither or mother, for fome twenty or five and 
tvtnty years longer, when a man in the literary 
voiid miffht have flood fome chance. — 

Bat I forget my uncle Toby, whom all this 
D 3 while 
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cf Am fonknbr (f^ 
m oar aaano^diocv ^ 
f ap Ibrapfe <if raaktog kls 
prodnffiom of 

ich Sieved th^hcl^ 
of Ife tcsnpex siore £[fl 
I or water, €€ s^jmi 
ffr r^tfiimiiiwi of them whainO' 
AftdlJuiie^ t h c tcfai C y oft times wcmderds tl< 
|B]r£ttliei» dK/ I bdete fce had his rcaioQit^ 
ir^-Dpon'Us ofalonig fine tokens of exctia^ 
dcy ia n^ cotuk when I was ^ boj^ — fln 
nerer once cudomNirlo acconQt for them mi 
way; for all die SHAHDrFAMiLT vrm 

aa on^al charade throughom^ ltB0, 

the malcf , — the fnnales had vo character at lU,-* 
HKceptf indeed^ my g^'eat aunt DikiBj vH 
aboiit Gxty years ago^ was mairicd aad got vii 
child by the €oachman, for which my mhcr, ^ 
cording to his hypotheies of Chriillan naJi^ 
ivould often iay. She might th^iik her godfatto 
and godmothers. 

ft will feem very ftrangc, and 1 wouiJ* 

icon think of dropping a riddle in the readei'i 
way, which is not my intereft to do, as fet Ws r* 
upon gue/Ting how it would come to pafs, tb* ^ 
an event of this kind, fo many years after ii M '^ 
happened, fliould be reverfed for the intermix S" 
tion of the peace and unity, which other wife J4 T 
cordially fubfifted, between my father and pfl ;^ 
uncle Toby. One would have thought^ that tfe , 
whole force ot tV\e rnvsJottvixit: ^Q^\4.\\^nt C^ ^ 
fpd wqileditfelf la xVie^amTX^ ax 'ax^.^— ^Vw^ 
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nerally the cafe : But nothing ever wrought 

with our family after the ordinary way. Poffibly 
at the very time this happened, it might have 
Something eUe to aiffliA it ; and as affli<flion& are 
fent down for our goo'd, and that as this had 
never done the Shandy Family any good at 
all, it might lie waiting till apt times and circum- 
ftances fliould give it an opportunity to difcharge 
its office. Obferve, I determine nothing up- 
on this. My way is ever to point out to the 

curious, different tra^s of invefligation, to come 
at the firft fprings of the events I tell ; — not with 
a pedantic Fefcuc, — or in the decifive manner of 
Tacitus, who outwits himfclf and his reader 5 — 
but with the officious humility of a heart devoted 
to the affiftance merely of the inquifitive ; — to- 
them I write, — and by them I fliall be read, — 
if any fach reading as this could be fuppofed to 
hold out fo long, to the very end of the world. 

Why thb caufe of forrow, therefore, was thus 
iderved for my father and uncle, is undetermin- 
xd by me. But how and in what direflion it 
exerted itfelf, fb as to become the caufe of diflkf- 
tisfaAioa between them, after it began to ope- 
rate, is what I am able to explain with great ex* 
aftnefs, and is as follows : 

My uncle Toby Shandy, Madam, was a 
gentleman, who with the virtues which ufoally 
Gonfiitute the charaAer of a man of honour and 
rectitude, pofleffed one in .a very eminent de- 
gree, which is feldom or never put into the ca- 
talogue 'f and that was a mod extreme and un- 

{landleled modcfty of nature 5 tho* I correft 

the word nature, for this reafbn, that I may not 
MC^adge a point which muft ihortly come to a 
bearings and thait is, whether this modefty of 
D 4 \a'^. 
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his was natural or acqmre(L------»'Which ct^ 

my nAcIe Toby came by it, 'twas neva 
modefty in the tmeft fenfeof it; andf 
Majam^ not in regard to words, for he y 
■unhappy as to haye Tcry Httle choice in tb 

but to things ; ^and this lund of mod 

poflefled him, and it arofe to fndi a bei 
1dm, as abxK)ft to equal, if fnch a thing 
be, even the tnodefty of a woman : That 
nicety. Madam, and inward cleanlinels of 
and fancy, in your fex, which makes } 
mnch the awe of ours. 

'You will imag^e. Madam, that my 
Toby had contrgdted all this from this very I 
— that he had fpent a great part of his ^ 
converie with your fex } and that from s 
rough knowledge of you, and the force c 
tadon which, foch foir examples rendei 

iiftable, he had acquired this amiable t 

mind. 

I wifli I could fay fo, — ^for unlefs it wa 
-his fifter-ln-law, my father's wife and mj 
ther, — my uncle Toby icarce exchanged 
words with the fex in as many years;— r 
got it. Madam, by a blow. — A blow ! - 
Madam, it was owing to a blow from a 
broke off by a ball from the parapet of a 
work at the ficge of Namur, which ftrud 

dpoft my uncle Toby's groin. Whic 

could that affcft it ? The ftory of that. 
dam, is long and interefting ; — but it woi 
running my hiftory all upon heaps to give 

you here. ^"Tis for an epifode hereafter 

every circumftance relating to it in its j 
place, (hall be faithfully laid before you :- 
theijj it is not in my power to give further 
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ioto this matter, or fay more than what I have 
laid already, — ^That my uncle Toby was a gentle^ 
man of unparalleled modefty, which happening 
to be fbmewhat fubilized and rarified by the 

conlUnt heat of a little family pride, they 

both wrought fo together with him, that he 
could never bear to hear the affair of my aunt 
Dinah touched upon, but with the greateft 

emodon ^The leaft hint of it was enough to 

make the blood fly into his face ; — but when my 
&ther enlarged upon the ftory in mixed com- 
panies, which the illuftration of his hypotheiis 
frequently obliged him to do. — the unfortunate 
blight of one of the faireft branches of the 
£u^y, would fet my uncle Toby's honour and 
moddfty a bleedings and he would often take my 
father afide, in the greateft concern imaginable, 
to expoftulate and tell him he would give him any 
thing in the world onl:^' to let the ftory reft. 

My father, I believe, had the trueftr Idve and 
tendemefsfor myundeToby, that ever one bro- 
ther bore towards another, and would have done 
aay thing in nature,, which one brother in reafon 
could have defired of another,, to have made my 
onclc Toby*s heart eafy in this or aay other points 
But this lay out of his power. 

My father, as I told you, was a philo* 

Jbpher in grain,— feeculative, — fyfteinatical •, — - 
and my aunt Dinah's affair wa^ a matter of as. 
much coniequence to him, as the retrogradation 
of the planets to- Copernicus :— The backllidings 
of Venus m her orbit fortified the Copernican fy£- 
tcm, called fo after his name;, and the back- 
flidingSy of my aunt Dinah in her orbit^ did., the 
fime fervice in eftablifhing my father's fyft^m, 
p. 5 which,. 
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which, I truft, will for ever hereaftei 
the Shaadean fyftem after hhn^ 

In any other family diihonour, my 
believe, had as nice a fenfe c^ fham 
sun whatever ; — and neitfaer he^ no 
(ay, Copernicus would have divulged 
in either cafe,, or have taken the leaft c 
to the worldj, but for the obligations tfa 

as they thought, to truth Amic 

my father would fay,, conftruing the wo 
uncle Toby, as he went along, Amic 
that is, Dinah was my aunt y — fed ma 
Veritas— but Tr u th is my fifter.. 

This contrariety of humours betwixt i 
and my uncle, was the fource of many 2 
fquabble.^. The one could not bear to 
tale of family difgrace recorded, and t 
would fcarce ever let a.day pafs to an en< 
fome hint of it. 

For God's fake, my uncle Toby wc 
'- and fop my fake, and for all our fj 
dear brother Shandy,— do let this flor 
aunt's and her afhes ileep in peace; — 
you,— how can you have & little fee' 
compaffion for the charafter of our fa 
What is the char after of a family to i 
thefis ? My father would reply. Nav 
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iypothefis. In my plain fcnfc of things, my 
onde Toby, would anfwer,— every fnch inftance 
i$ downrigbt Wurdier, let vhb vill commitit. • 
—There ues your miftake, my father would re- 
ply; — fcsr^ in foro Sdentise there is no fuch? 
thinff asMTJUDER, — ^'tis oiily Death, brother. 
My tinde Toby ^wfauld wpver offer to anfwer 
Chis by any othgr kind'c( atgutnent,.than that 
of whilVHng'hlalf a dozetfbl bars of Lillabullero. 

You muft Jtnow it \«^a$ the- ufual channel 

through which his paftibfls got vent, .when any 
thing (hocked or furprized hSn \ — but elpecially ' 
when any thing/which he deemed very, abfdrd, , 
was offered; - 

As not one of our logical writers, t nor any 6( 
the commentators upon them, that I remember, . 
have thought proper to gjve^a name . to this par- • 
ticular fpecies. of 2frginnent,-r-'I here take the li- - 
bcrty ta.do it myfrlf for two reafons, Firft, , 
That, in . order to prevent -dl confuflon in dif^ - 
putes, it may ftand as mtich diflinguUhed for 
tyer, from every either fpecies of argument,--^as 
the'Argumcrftupi ad Verecundiam, ex AbfuWd, , 
ex Fortiori, or any other argument whatfbever : 
—And, ftcorfdly, .That it- may be faid by niy 
children'sf children, when my head is laid to ' 
lefl-^that their learned grand-father's head bad . 
bfeen bufiedto as much purpofe once, as other 
people's : — That he had invented a namej— -and ' 
gcneroufly rtiro^n it into the Treasury of the 
Ars Logica, for one of the moft unanfwerable . 
arguments in the whole fcience. And if the end ' 
of difptitation is more to filence than convince,-^ 
they may add, if they pleafe, to one of the beft '- 
arguments too. 
I do therefore by thefe prefents, ilri£Hy order / 

aodi 
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,^d command, That it be known and diiling 
by the name and title of the Argtimeritum 
latoriumt and no other ; — and that It rank 
after with the Argomentum Baculinmnj a: 
Arguitientum ad Crumenum, and for evei 
after be treated of in the fame chapter. 

As for the Argumentum Tripodium, wl 
never ufed but by the woman ^ainit the n: 
and the Argumentuni^d Rem,* which, cq 
wife, is made ufeof by the man only agaii 
woman : — As thefe two are enough in con^ 
for one lefture; -and, moreover, as the 
the befl anfwer to the other, — let them 11 
l>c kept apartj and be treated of in a pla 
themfelves. 



C H-,A P. SXIL 

THE learned Biihop Hall, I mean t 
mous Dr, Jofeph Hall, who was 1 
of Exeter in King James the firiVs reign 
us In one of his Decades, at the end of j 
vine art of meditation, Iraprinted at Lond^ 
the year 1 6 1 o, by John Bea!, dwelling i 
ileHgate-ilreet, " ITiat it is an abominable 
for a man to commend himfclf i^' — and I 
think k is fo. 

And yet on the other handj vjhen a th 
executed in a m after I y kind of a fafljion, 
thing is not likely to be foimd out*, — I thic 
"full as abominable, ihat a man Should lo 
honour of itj and go out of the world wi 
conceit of it rotting in his head* 

This is precifely my fitnation. 

Tor in this long digrelHon which I wai 
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dentally led into^ as in all my digreffions (one 
only excepted) there is a mafter-ftroke of digrei'- 
&rc (km, the ment of which has all along, I fear, 
been overlooked by my reader, — not for want of 
penetration in him, but becaufe 'tis an excellence 
feldom looked for, or expedled indeed, in a di- 
greffioQ ; — and it is this : That tho' my digret 
lions arc all fair, as you obferve, — and that I fly 
off from what I am about, as far and as often too 
as any writer in Great-Britain; yet I conftantly 
tike take care to order affairs fo, that my main 
bofinefs does not ftand fl'dl in my abfence. 

I was juft going, for example, to have given 
you the great out-lines of my uncle Toby's moft 
whimfiou charafter ;— when my aunt Dinah and 
the coachman came acrois us, and led us a va^ 
gary fome millions of miles in&o the very heart 
of the planetary fyftem: NcJtwithftanding all 
tMs you percdvc that the drawing' of my uncle 
Toby's charaAer went on gently all the time j— 
not the great contours of it, — that was im- 
ix>i]ible,— but fome familiar Arokes and faint de- 
fignations of it, were here and there touched in, 
as we went along, fo that you are much better 
acquainted with my uncle- Toby now than you was 
before,. 

By this contrivance the machinery of my work 
isot alpecies by itfelfj two contrary motions 
are introduced into it, and reconciled, which 
were thought to be at variance with each other. 
In a word, my work is digreffive and it is progrcf- 
five too,— and at the fame time. 

This, Sir, is a very different flory from that 
of the earth's moving round her axis, in her 
diurnal rotation, with her progrefs in her elliptick 
orbit which brings about the year^ and confti- 

tutes 



' nftOPlI 



taAe dk» am oTdU 

wig^ as mil lakdhrlioGit ]Iod|^ ^vkH d&en ^^ 

ctic coUt^mwtm wwtcf wiMvA rci^ii in cfcrv p^fic^i 

of it ^ fdkrc tfaea ta die vricer ; h^ ft^' 

fcrth Bic « br i ehp oo M j — biib AUhaUi fe^ 
ia varictfy aadfiorKds tfrr appedte to f^, 

AS tne dcxteriij is in ite gooil coGketymln 
mxiagemtat of tfaem, fc ts ta be not onty for 
the -^antaige of tbe reader^ bat alfo of dr 
aochor^ wbofe SSrcfi in tiiis loaiter^ is rrolf 
fadaUe : For if he begins ^ digreiliDFi, — 
from that momeDt, J' obfrrre, his whole wori 
ftaods ftock-ftill ; a ad if be goct oq widi 

his main work^ — then thcic is an . end ti Ik- 
digreffion^ 

' T his b Tile work. ' ftt 

vhich reaibn, fromxhe beg^mmig of this, joa 
fee, I have conftroAed theinaiii WOk^L ^d tb^^ 
adventitioas parts of it with ftich interfe^i&ii*,, 
and have fo complicated and involved the digrct 
five and progreffive movemcotsj one wheel with- 
in another, that the whole machine, in ^ueralj 
has been kept a going-, t- and what's more^ jt fhall 
be kept agoing thefe forty ycar^, if it pkaics the 
fountain of health to bkli. me ib long with, life - 
and good fpirits. 



^Vi. Kli. 



■I 



TRISTRAM SHANDY, Gent, 8^ 



CHAP. xxin. 

I Have a ftrong propenlity in me to begin this 
chapter very nonienfically, and I will not balk 
my fancy. =- Accordingly I fet off thus. 

If the fixture of Momus's glafs, \xi the human 
bread, accordk^ to the propoied emendation of 

that arch-critick,. had taken place, firft,, 

This foolifh confequencc would certainly have 
fbllowed,.— ^ — That the very wifeft and the very 
graveft of us all, in one coin or other, muft have- 
paid window-money every day of our lives. 

And, fecondly. That had the faid glals been 
there fet up,^ nothing more would, have been want- 
ing, in order to have taken a man'^s charader, but: 
to have taken a chair and gone foftly, as yon: 
would to a dioptrical bee-hive, and looked in, — 
viewed die ibul Aark-naked ^~ oblcrved all her 

motions, — her machinations; traced all her 

maggots from their firft engendering to their 

crawling forth ; watched her loofe in her 

fiiikSji her eambols, her capridos i and after ibme - 
nodce of her more folemn deportment, confe- 

quent upon fuch frilks, &c. then taken 

your pen and ink and fet down nothing but 'what 

you had feen, and could have fworn to : — 

But this is an advantage not to be had by the biv^ 
ographer in this planet, — in the planet Mercury 
(belike) it may be lb, if not, better ffill for him ; , 
—for there tlie intenfe heat of the country^ ..which , 
is proved by computators, from its vicinity to the 
fim, to be more than equal to that of red hot.. 

iron, muA, I think, long ago have vitrified 

the. bodies. of the inhabitants, (as the . ejBScient 

caufeLV\ 
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for t he iBm iii (wbkkisik 
fb^ that, bctwist thoM hoth, 
lof thdrlbiiky £nMB ^pptoboiipi^ 

to tfaeooBtnrjy bat tmtSat 
tranl^Mrat bodj of dev ^di (hanw the mm 




Kcal'kiiot;) — ^Ib^ tfaiK tS thr hdidiiitfna 0# 
old and loknblj vriokkd, i Hig Ji j 'the iq^« 
light in faffing throiigh thcaiy hrrrimr fir woh 
ftroofly rcfinnAed, - or ictmn rcfleAcd fivn Adt 
forfaces in liidi tnmfVcrfb Sacs to the qc^ thiu 
man cannotbeietiidiiDii^l— *— his ml m^ 
as well, udefiy fbif more oeranoay^— dr the tt»> 
fling advantage which the amMBical pofatt gae 
her, — nughty noon all other aaxnmt^ I fij^ • 
wdl play the fod ont of doors as m htr on 
hooie. 

But this, as I faid above. It nor tfaa cde of 
the inhabitants of this earth ;- our minds fluK 
not throogb the body, bat are wrapr op here k 
a dark covering of nnchryftalized fiefli and blood | 
fo that if we would come to the ^pedfick charac^ 
ters of thcm^ we muA go fome other way to 
work* 

Many, in good truth, are the ways which hu- 
man wit has been forced to take to do this tluif 
with exaftnefs. 

Some, for inftance, draw all their charaftcrs 

with wind inftruments. Virgil takers notice of 

that way in the affair of Dido and ^.neas ;- but 

it is as fallacious as the breath of fame ; and, 

moreover, befpeaks a narrow genius. 1 am not 
ignorant that the Italians pretend to a mathema- 
tical exaftnefs of their defignations of one parti- 
cular fort of charafter among them, from the 
forte or piano of a certain wind inftrument they 
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ulc, which they fay is infallible. 1 dare 

not mendon the name of the inftrument in this 

place; 'tis fufficient we have it amongft us, — 

bat never think of making a drawing by it ; - this 
it acDignatical, and intended to be fo, atleaft, ad 
popolmn: — And therefore I beg, Madam, when 
70a come here, that yon read on as fail as you 
can, and never ftop to make any inquiry about it. 
There are others again, who will draw a man's 
diaraftcr from no other helps in the world, but 
merely from his evacuations; — but this often 
g^ef a very incorreft out-line,— unlefs, indeed, 
yoo take a Iketch of his repletions too ; and by 
correcting one drawing from the other, compound 
one good figure out of them both. 

I fliould have no objection to this method, but 
that I think it muft fmell too ftrong of the lamp, 
—and be rendered ftill more operole, by forcing 
yon to have an eye to the reft of his Non-Natu- 
rals. Why the moft natural aftions of a man's 

life ihould be called his Non-Naturals, — is ano- 
ther queftion. 

There are others, fourthly, who difdain every 
one of thefe expedients ;— not from any fertility 
of thdr own, but from the various ways of do^ 
ing it, which they have borrowed from the ho- 
nourable devices which the Pentagraphic Bre- 
du^n * of the brufli have (hewn in taking copies. 
—Thefe, you muft know, are your great hifto- 
rians. 

One of thefe you will fee drawing a full- 
length charaftcr againft the light; that's 

illiberal, 

^* Pentagraph, aa inflrument to copy piints an J 
^vrtf mechanically, and in any proportion. 
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Ulibertly — dUhoneft,— and haixt opoa the 
ter of thft niaa who fits^ 

Others tio meod the matter^ vrUl oiake] 
iBg of jroH ki the Camera $- that bipofl 
oTaUy-becaiile^ there |[r<|a arc fare to,bt 
Tented in fimie of your nsoA ricBciiky 
ttides. 

To avoid all and every one of thefe er 
fjiving yon my imde Toby's charafltfg I 
termmed to <&aw it by no mechanicid hd 
.tvet l^fior (ball my:pendl be gnided !by t 
^fisad tnftument wUch evtrwashkiwii n| 
ther on Ai^ or on the other fi<te of the i 
nor will I confider ^ther l^s cepktiofis Or 
-charges^— or touch qpOn his Non-Nfttt 
but» in a word, 1 will oraw my unole Tob 
rafter froln fits Hobb t-Hoiisf. 



CHAP- XXIV. 

IF I was hot mortally fare that the read 
be out of all patience fcM* my uncle 

charafter, 1 would here previoufly ha 

vinced him, that there is nO infbrument i 
draw fuch a thi^ with, as that which 
fiched upoti. 

A man and hisHopBY-iloKss, thougl 
not fay that they aft and re-aft exaftly ai 
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theHoBBT Horse. — By longjournies and much 
fnftion, it fo happens that the body of the rider 
is at length filled as full of Hobbt-Horsicjil 
toatter as it can hold ; — fo that if you are able to 
give but a clear defcription of the nature of the 
one, you may form a pretty exaft notion of the 
genius and charaAer of the other. 

Now the HoBBT-HoRSE which my uncle 
Toby always rode upon, was, in my opinion, an 
HoBBT-HoRSE well worth giving a defcription 
of, if it was only upon the fcore ot his great fin- 
gcdarity ; for you might have travelled from York 
to Dover, — from Dover to Penzance in Cornwall, 
and from Penzance to York back again, and not 
have fcen fuch another upon the road ; or if you 
had feen fuch a one, whatever haile you had been 
in, you muft infallibly have flopped to have taken 
a view of him. Indeed, the gait and figure of 
him was fo ftrange, and fo utterly unlike was he 
from his head to his tail, to any one of the whole 
fytq,c$^ that it was now and then made a matteir 
of dj4»]t«>— -whether he was really a Hobby - 
Horse or no ^ But as the philofopher would iij[e 
BO other argument to the fccptic, who difputed 
with him againft the reality of motion, fave that 
of rifing up upon his legs, and walking acrofs the 
room ;-.—fo would my uncle Toby ufe no other ar- 
gument to prove hisHoBBY-HoRsrwas a Hob^ 
bt-Horse indeed,^ but by getting upon his back 
and riding lum about ;-— leaving (he world after 
that to determine the point as it thought fit. 

In good truth, my uncle Toby mounted him 
with K> much pleafure, and he carried my uncle 
Toby fo well, — that he troubled his head very lit- 
de with what the world either faid or thought 
9))oiitit^ 



j 




lohxsbaly aftlaKofiitoliisraoms mdAlkj 
anaf^ of lus cnrc, vhich wtt all that tine i 
h«niy fctfered imfpca&able imfcries, — owing toi 
focceiEoQ of exfoIiAdocs from the as pafais, and 
the oatward edge of that part of the coKcndii 
called the os ilewiiy — both vhich bones weredit 
mally cmflied, as much by the irregiilarity of die 
(lone, which I told you was broke oiF.the para- 
pet, — as by its fize, (though' it was pretty 

large) which inclined the furgeon all along to 
think, that the great injory which it had dooe 
my uncle Toby's groin, was more owing to the 
gravity of the ftone itielf, than to the projeftik 
force of it, — which he would often tell him wast 
jjrcat happinefs. 

My father at that time was juft beginning ba- 
fincfs in London, and had taken a houfe ;— and 
as the trucft friendfhip and cordiality fubfifted be- 
tween the two brothers, and that my father 

thought my uncle Toby could no where be fo well 
nin7cd and taken care oi vxs m>Ms o^xi \vw&.^— 



\«. 
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he affigned him the very beft apartment in it. 

And what was a much more fincere mark 

of his affeAion ftill, he would never fuffer a friend 
or an acquaintance to ftep into the houfe on any 
occafion, but he would take him by the hand, and 
kad him up ftairs to fee his brother Toby, and 
chat an hour by his bed fide. 

The hiflory of a foldier*s wound beguiles the 
pain of it— my uncle's vifiters at leaft thought fo, 
and in their daily calls upon him from the courtefy 
arifing out 6f that belief, they would frequently 
turn the difcourfe to that fubjeft, — and from that 
fabjeft the dilcourfe would generally roll on to 
the fiege itfelf« 

Thefe converfations were infinitely kind^ and 
my uncle Toby received great relief from them, 
and would have received much more, but that 
they brought tum into fome unforefeen perplex- 
ides, whidi, for three months together, retarded 
Us cure greatly; and if hehad not hit upon an expe- 
ilicnt to extricate himfelf out of them, I verily be- 
Ceve they would have laid him in his grave. 

What thefe perplexities of my uncle Toby 

were, ^tis impoffible for you to giiefs •, ^"i 

you could, — I fhould blufh; not as a relation, 

not as a man, — nor even as a woman, ^but I 

fhould blufh as an author ; inafmuch as I fet no 
fmall ftore by myfelf upon this very account that 
my reader has never yet been able to guefs at any 
tmng. And in this. Sir, I am of ib nice apd fin- 
gular a humour, that if I thought you was able 
to form the leaft judgment or probable conj^urc 
to yourielf, of what was to come in the next page^ 
*— I would tear it out of my book. 

END of the First Vol u MB. 
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Have begun a new book, 6h'purpoli''that I, 
might have room enough to explain the naxiire 
the perplexities in which 'my uncle Toby was 
reived, from the many difconrfcs and interro- 
dons about the fiege of Namnr, where he re- 
ived his wound. 

I muft remind the reader, in cafc^he has. read 
ehiftory of King W^lliaM's Wars,^i-but if hf 

s not^ — ' ^'-I then Jnfdriti hiiti,- that one of 

5 moft memorable attacks in that fjcge, was 
It whi^h Was made by the Englifti and li\\\:cVv 
:>n thepomf of the advanced cbui:iteYfct?tY> \i^- 
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fore the gate of St. Nicolas, which inelof 
gate fltiice or water- flop, where the EngUfl 
terribly expofed to the ftiot of the counter 
and demibaftion of St. Roth : The L 
which hot diipute^ in three words, was tl 
That the Dutch lodged themfclves upt 
counter-guard,— and that the Englifh made 
fclves maflers of the covert-d way before £ 
colas' s gate, notwithftanding the gallantry 
French officers, who expodd themielves Uf 
glacis fword in hand. 

As this was the principal attack of M^hi 
uncle Toby was an eye-witnefs at Namur,* 
the army of the befiegers being cut off, 
confluence of the Maes and Sambre, from 
much of each other's operations,-— *^m 3 
Toby was grnerally more eloquent and p 
]ar in his account of it j and the many p< 
jties it was in, aiofe out of the almoll infuri 
able difficulties he found in telling his ft( 
telligibly, and giving fuch clear ideas of tl 
ferences and diftinftions between the fear 
counterfcarp,— ^ — the glads, and coverec 

" the half-moon and ravelin, as to 

the company fully comprehend where anc 
he was about. 

"Writers themfelves are too apt to coi 

thefe terms ; fo that you will the lefs w 

if in his endeavours to explain them^^ 
oppofition to many mifconceptions, that n 
cle Toby did oft-times puzzle his vifiters 
fometimes himfelf too. 

To fpeak the truth, unlefs the compai 
father led up ftairs were tolerably clear-h 
or my uncle Toby was in one of his beft 
natory moods, 'twas a difficult thing, 4q 
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lid, to keep the difcourfe free from ob- 

lat rendered the account of this afFau* the 
intricate to my uncle Toby, was this,— — 
1 the attack of the coqnterfcarp before the 
>f St. Nicolas, extending itfelf from the 
of the Maes, quite up to the great water- 

the ground was cut and crofs-cut with 

L multitude of dykes, dranes, rivulets, and 

> on all fides, and he would get fo fadly be- 
•ed and fet faft amongft them, that frequent- 
could neither get backwards or forwards to 
is life ; and was oft times obliged to give 
5 attack upon that very account only. 

eft perplexing rebuffs gave my uncle Toby 
ly more perturbations than you would ima- 
and as my father's kindnefs to him was 
lually dragging up frcfti friends and frefh 
rers,-— he had but a very uneafy tafk of it. 

► doubt my uncle Toby had great command 

nfelf, and could guard appearances, I 

^e, as well as moft men j—yet any one may 
ne, that when he could not retreat out of 
ivelin without getting into the half-moon, 
t out of the covered way without falling 
\ the counterfcarp, nor crofs the dyke with- 
anger of flipping into the ditch, but that 

oft have fretted and fumed inwardly : 

id (b J— — and thefe little and hourly vexa- 
t which may feem trifling and of no ac- 
t to the man who has not read Hippocrates, 
whoever has read Hippocrates, or Dr. James 
ceixzie, and has confidered well the effefts 
h the paflions and affeftions of the mind 

tipoD the digeftion, (Why not of a 

ift as well as of a dinner ?) — w—may eafdy 

E 2 CfttkCCLVs^ 
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conceive what fharp paroxifms and exa* 
of hb wound my uncle Toby mufl ha^ 
goae upon that fcore only, 

-3 My uncle Toby could not ph! 

upon \l — 'twas enough he feh h was fo,* 
ving fuftained the pain and forrows of it 
months together, he was refoU'ed fome ' 
ther to extricate Jumfelf- 

He was one morning Jying npoft his b 
bed, the anguirti and nature of the wo 
his groin fuffering him to lye In no othei 
when a thought came into his head, d 
could purchale fuch a thing, and have 
.down upon a board, as a large map of t] 
cations of the town and citadel of Nan 
its environs, it might be the means of g 
eale — I take notice of his dellre to 
environs, along with the town and cha 

this reafon, becaufe my uncle Toby 

was got in one of the traverfes, about th 
from the returning angle of the trench, 
to the falient angle of the demi-baftio 

Hoch J fo that he was pretty con 

could ftick a pin upon the identical fpot < 
where he was ilanding in when the ilc 
him. 

All this fucceeded to his wiflies, and 
freed him from a world of fad explanati 
m the end, it proved the happy means 
will read, of procuring my uncle Toby ! 

JBY-HORSE, 
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CHAP. 11. 

rHERE is nothing fo foolifti, when yof are 
at the expence of malting an entertainment- 
f this kind, as to order things fo badly, as^ to let 
four criticks and gentry of refined tafte run it 
fcwn : Nor is there any thing fo likely to make 
fccm do it, as that of leaving them out of tlie 
prty, or, what is full as offenfivc, of beftowing 
Joar attention upon the reft of your guefts in fo 
Nicular a way, as if there was no fuch thing as 
icritick (by occupation) at table. 

*-!— — — I guard againfl both ; for, in the 
fcft place, I have left half a dozen places pur- 
•ofely open for them 5 — and, in the next place, 

pay them all court, — Gentlemen, I Idfs your 
ands, ■ I proteft no company could give me 
5^ the plcafure,— by my foul I am glad to fee 
^, — I beg onljp^you will make no ftrangers of 
^nrfelves, but fit down without any ceremony, , 
id fall on heartily. 

I feid I had left fix places, and I was upon the 
)int of carrying my complaifance fo far, as to 

ive left a feventh open for them, and in this 

ry Ipot I ftand on 5 —but being told by acritick, 
lough not by occupation, — but by naturp) that 
lad acquitfed myfelf well enough, I fhall fill it 
I direftly, hoping, in the mean time, that I 
ill be able to make a great deal of tnore room 
xt year* 

-How, in the name of wonder ! could 

nr node Toby, who, it leems, was a military 

in, and whom you have reprefented as no fool, 

>■■■ b e at the fame time fuch a confufed, 

• £ 3 ^judding* 
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pudJmg-headed, muddk-headed feUo^ 
Go look. 
So, Sir Critick, I could have replic 

fcorn it- Tis language unurban* 

antWjtily bt fitting the man who cannot 
ancftatisfadory accounts of things, or 
Vnongh into the firft caufes of human 
mad confuiion. It is moreover the repi 
— and therefore I rejeft it j for thoug! 
have fuitcdmy uncle Toby*s character ^ 
excellently well, — and had he not ai 
himleif, in fiich attacks, to whiille the 
lei'Oj— as he wanted no cotrage, 'tis th 
fwcr he would have given \ yet It woi 
me^ns have done for me. If on fee s 
can be, that I write as a man of erudit 
that even my Ilmilcs, my alluiions, mj 

ons, my metaphors, are erudite, 

muft iurtalo my chai after properly, an 
it properly toOj — elfe what would btcoi 
Why, Sir, I ihould be undouc ; — at 
moment that I am going here to fill up 
againft a critick, — 1 iliouid have made a 
for a couple- 

Therefore I anfwer thus : 

Fra^^, Sir, in all the leading which 
ever read^ did you e\er read fuch s 
Lockt's EflTay upon the Human Uncder 

— Don't anivver me ralhly, becauli 

kaow, quote the book, 'who have not 
■And manyiliave read it who underftand 
If eitlitr of chefe is your cafe, as I w 
Itruft, I will tell y^^u in three words 
book is. It is a Hrtory- A hiftory ! 
what ? where ? when ? Don*t hurrj 
It li a hiflory book, Sirj (Vi^hlch ; 
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biy recommend it to the world) of what pafles. 
in a man's own mind ; and if you will fay fo 
much of the book, and no more, believe me, yoa 
will cut no contemptible figure in a metaohyfic 
circle. m 

But this by the way. 

Now if you will venture to go along with me 
and look down into the bottom of this matter,, 
it vnll be found that the caufe of obfcurity and 
Gonfafion in the mind of man, is threefold. 

Dull organs, dear Sir, in the firft place. Se- 
condly, flight and tranfient impreffions made by 
objeAs when the faid organs are not dull. And, 
thb-dly, a memory like unto a fieve, not able to 

retain what it has received. Cril down 

DoUy your chamber-maid, and I will g^ve you 
my cap and bell along with it, if I make not this 
matter fo plain that Dolly herfelf (hall underftand 

it as well as Malbranch. When Dolly 

has indited her epifUe to Robin, and has thrull 
her arm into the bottom of her pocket hanging 
by her right-fide , take^hat opportunity to recol- 
Icft that the organs, and faculties* of perception 
can, by nothing in this world, be fo aptly typi- 
fied and. explained as by that one thing which 
Dolly's hand is in fearch of. Your organs are 
not fo dull that I fhould inform you — 'tis an inch. 
Sir, of red fealing-wax. 

Whep this is melted and dropped upon the 
letter, if Dolly fumbles too long for her thim- 
ble, 'till the wax is over hardened, it will not 
receive the mark of her thimble from the ufual 
impulfe which was wont to imprint it. Very 
well : If Dolly's wax, for want of better, is 
bees-wax, or of a temper too foft,— tho* it may 
»3iivc,rT— it will not hold the.impreiSonj how 
E 4 hard; 
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hard foever Dolly thrufts againil it -, and laft of 
all, fiippoJirig the wax gcrad, and take the thiffl- 
bky but applied thereto in cartlels hafte, as her 

Mitirels rings the bdJ %- In ai>y one of theft 

thre^cafes^ the prmt, left by the ihimblej wiU 
be aKnlike the prototype ai^ a brafs-jack. 

Now you muft underf^and that not one of theic 
^"as the true caufe of the confufjon in my uncle 
Toby'a difcourfe ; and it ts for that very reafon i 
t-nSarge upon thtni lo long, after the manner of 

great phyfiologiOs,^ to Ihcw the world wh*t 

it did not arifc from. 

What it did ariJe froTn, I have hinted abo« 
and a fieriUe iburce of obfcurity is it, — and ever 
\t'ill be, — ^and thM is the mi fie ad y ufes of wardi 
v/hich have perplexed the cleartft and moft eatalt' 
e:l Qnderitandings, 

It is ten to one^ (at Arthur's) whether yoB 
have ever read the literary hiftories of palV ages 5 1 

^ if you have,^ v/hat terrible battl^j j 

'yclept logo ma I hies 3 hav^e they occafioned and 
ferpetttated with fu mnch gail and ink-fhed, — ^ 
that a good-natiirtd man caanot read the accounts 
of tbem without tears in his eyes* 

Gentle Critick ! when thou liafV weighed all 
this, and confidering within thyfelf bow much 
of thy ovvn knowledge, difcourfe, and conver- 
fation has been peftered and diicovered, at one 

time or other, by this, and this only : — — 

What a pudder a racket in Councils about 
io-ix and v'TToraa-iq and in the Schools of the 
learned about power and about fpirit ;— — — 
about efiences, and about quinteflences •,— rfbout 

fubftances, and about fpace. What ~i?itofp- 

fion in greater Theatres from words :|^|i|tfc 
/neamng, and as indetermiuax.^ ^ fec&\;^^*^^^ 
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m confidereft this, thou wilt not wonder at my" 
:le Toby*^ perplexities, — thou wUt drop a tear 
pity upon his fcarp and his counterfcarpj — ^his' 
cis and his covered-way ; —his ravelin and his 
f-moon: Twas not by icTeaSj^-by heai#i ! hisr- 
was put in jeopardy by worcfe^- 
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TTHEN my uncle Toby got his map' of 
^V Namur to his mind, he* began immedi- 
:ly to apply himfelf, and with the utmoft dili-- 
ace, to- the ftudy of it 5 for nothing bdng of 
>re imp6rtance to him than his recovery, and 
recovery depending, as you have read, upon^ 
paffions and affections of his mind,'it behoved '• 
1 to take the nicefrcare to make himielf fo far 
fter of his futjeft, .astto be able to talk upon it : 
hout emotion.'. 

[n a fortnight's ciofe and painful application,^ 
ich, by the bye, did *my uncle Toby's wound, , 
m his groin, no.good,T-he was enabled, by the - 
p of fome mar^nal'documents at thefeet of the • 
pham, togetho' with Gobefras's miUtary archi- • 
ture and pyroballogy, tranflated from the Fle- 
hi to form his difcourfe with TJaffableperipicu- • 
•, and,* before he was two full months gone, , 
— he waS' right eloquent upon' it, and could 
k€ nat-only the attack of the advanced coun- 

fcarp with great order ^-^i but having, by 

t' time, gone- much deeper into the art,', than 

lat'his firft motive made neceffary, my 

sle Toby was able ta-crofethe Macs* and Sam- 
j J make diverfions as far as Vauban's line, the 
y^ q{. SalGnes, &c. -and. gave ViX^nN&xsi^ ^s»-- 



I- 



ibtt^of j6pjv&Gf Si- Kko^as, wbcxr be luitk 

Bit dbe ilcfirc of fewMgi^ J^kc tbc ihMct 
tidbta^jfciirirafrf ewer with tbc acqmiitkm of ki 
Tfce ^vr mj QDck Tobr pcwed o^er Hs mpi 
Ac wtmm lie took m fiiai^to k; — by tbt i^ 
prooefr and clrftiifil afiMBstloii^ as I told yoti, 
diroci^ vttidi i vcca ibe Ibols of connHTeiin 
fhqgfe'l^cSy by long ixi^ioti and tiKumbinoiD} 
bare die faa^]piBcfi» at length, to get all ht-n* 
taedy be-piftared, bc-bottorflkd, aadbe- 

TTic cttorc my QQck Toby drank of this fwca 
foummi of ioeoce, the greater vas the heat 2d 
unpatience of his thkil, ib, thatj before the firli 
year of his coafiaemeat had well gone roafll, 
there was fcarce a fortified town "m Italy or Flsa- 
ders, of which, by one meaas or other, he hi 
not procured a plan, readiag over as he got thciO) 
and carefully collatmg therewith the hiilories of 
their fieges, their demolitions, their improve- 
ineuts and new works, all which he would rtad 
\*^lth that intenfe application and delight, chat he 
would forget hinifelfi his wound^ his confine 
^enr, his dinner. 

la the fecond year my uncle Toby purchafcd 
RamclU ixnd ditaaeo, tranilated from the Italian 1 
— — likewifL Stevinus, Marolis^ the Chevalier k 
ViUe, Lorini, Cochorn, Sheeter, the Count dc 
Pagan, the Marihal Vaub^n, MonC Blondet, witli 
Hlmoft as many more books of military archictc* 
turc, as Don Quixote wa$ found to have of chi- 
valry, when the curate and barber invaded his 
library. 

Towards th? be^.tmvtvg^ ci \ix^ \3caxi \^ 
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' which was in Anguft, ninety-nine, my uncle 
"^ 1 oby found it neceflary to underftand a little oE 

projeftiles : And having judged it beft 

to draw his knowledge from the fountain-head,, 
lie began with N. '^ artaglia, who it feems was- 
the firft man who detefted the impofition of a 
eannon-balFs doing all that mifchief under the no- 
tion of a right line.. This N».^ artaglia proved to> 
my uncle Toby to be an impo/Tible thing. . 

Endlefs is the fearch of truth !— 

No fooner was my uncle Toby fatisfied whicKi 
road the cannoB*ball did not go, but he was in- 
fenfibly led on, and refolvcd in his mind to en- 
quire and find out which road the ball did go : 
For which purpofe he: was obliged to fet off 
afrefh with old Maltus, and ftudiSi him devout- 
ly. He proceeded next.to Gallileo and Torricel- 
lius, wherein, by oertaiit geometrical' rules, in- 
fallibly laid down, he found the predfe path t6> 
be a Parabola,:- or elfe an Hyperbola, — 
and that the parameter, or latus reftum, of the* 
Gonic feftion of the faid path, was to the quantity 
and amplitude in a dire^ ratio, as th& whole line 
to the fign of double the. angle of incidence, , 
formed by the breech upon an hoi-izontal plane ; . 
and - that the femiparameter,— ftop ! my dear, 
uncle Toby,— ftop,7-go not one foot further in- 
to this thorny and bewildered track, — intricate 
are the fteps ! intricate are the mazes of this la-- 
byrinth ! intricate are the troubles which the pur- 
fiiit of this bewitching phantom,. K now Lrr>GE,, 
\inll bring upon thee. O my uncle ! fty~ fty — fly 
from it as from a ferpent- Is it fit, good- 
natured man ! thou (hould'ft fit up, with the 
wound upon thy groin, whole nights baking thy 
hioodvdth he<S^ic watchings ? • M;sl%\ '*\^«'^, 
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cxaii>erate thy fymptoms,— check thy p 
ons, — evaporate thy fplrhs, — waAe th 
ftrcngthj — dry up thy radical moiftun 
thee into a coftive habit of body, impair tl 
and haftcii all the infirmities of thy old 
my uDcIe ! my uacle Toby ! i 



CHAP, IV, 

J Would not give a groat for that ma: 
ledge in pen craft, who does not u 
isj -I'hat the heft plain narrati^ 

\vorld, Ucked very dofc to the laft fpii 
trophe to my uncle '\ oby, — would have 
cold and vapid upon the reader's palate 
fore I forthwith put an end to the c 
though I was in the middle of my ftor 

—'Writers of my flamp have one p 
common with painters, — Where an exa* 
makes our piftnres lefs ftriking, we choc 
evil ; deeming it even more par Jonah 
pafu againft truth, than beauty. — This 
nndeiAood cnm graoo Talis ; hnt be it ai 
^B the paralJcl is made more for the fa 
ting the apofVrophe coolj than any thii 
*tis not very material whether npon 
fcor^ the reader approves of it or not. 

In the latter end of the third year, 
Toby perceiving that the parameter an- 
rameter of the conic feftioHj angered 1 
he left off the ftndy of projectiles in a 
hnff, and betook hiinfclf to the pra6li 
lortifiiation only } the pkaliire of >vh 



TRISTRAM SHANDY, Gent. rop 

J})ring held back, returned upoa him with- redou- 
bled force. 

It was in this year that my uncle began to- 
break in upon the daily regularity of a clean flurt, 
—to difmifs his barber unfhaven, — and to allow: 
his furgeon fcarce time fufBcient to drefs his , 
wound, concerning himfelf fo little about it, a&^ 
not to alk him once in feven tune* drefling how 
it went on : When, lo ! — all of a fudden, for the 
change was as quick as lightening, he began to 
figh heavily for his recovery,— -complained to my^ 
father, grew impatient with the furgeon j — and 
one morning as he heard his foot coming up 
ifaurs, he fhut up his books, and thruft afide his: 
inftruments, in order to expoftulate vdth him 
upon the protraftion of his cure, which, he told 
mm, might furely have been accomplifhed at leaft 

by that time: He dwelt long upon the 

miferies he had undergone, and the forrows of 
his four years melancholy imprifonment : — add- 
ing, that had it not been for the kind looks, and^ 
fraternal chearings of the beft of brothers, — he 

had long fince funk under his misfortunes. - 

My father was by : My uncle Toby's eloquence 
brought tears into his eyes ; — 'twas unexpefted.. 
• My uncle Toby, by nature, was not elo- 
quent; — ^it had the greater eiFeft — . the 

fargeon was confounded j — not that there wanted 
grounds for fuch, or greater, marks of impati- 
ence, — ^but 'twas unexpefted too; in the four 
years he had attended him, he had never feen 
any tlung Hke it in my uncle Toby's carriage;— 
hfi had never once dropped one fretful, or. dUcon-, 
tented word ; — he had been all patience,-^-all . 
fiibmiffion. . 

. ■■ ■ We lofe^ the. r*|[ht of complaining i 

fometimesL. 
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foaaetimcsby forbearing It ; — hut we oftetver trthk 
the force:— — — The furgcon was ailoniihd; 
—but much more fa, wheii he beard my uacie 
Toby go on, and peremptorily infi/t upon hs 

healing up the wound direftly, or lending fof 

Monfietir Ron] at, the Kin|^s Serjeant Surgeon^ 
to do It for him. 

The dell re of life and health is implanted m 
man's nature i — the love of liberty and enl^gt- 
ment is a fiAer paifion to it ; Theie my undc 
Toby had in common with his fpecies ', and ei- 
ther of them had been fufficieat to accoun^forhil 
earncft defu e to get well and out of doors 5 bst I 
have told you before that nothing ^w^rought with 
our family after the common way ; — and frotn 
the time and manner in 'which this enger defiw 
(hewed itJelf in the prefect cafe, the peoetrating 
reader will fnfpe^t there was fome other canfe or 

crotchet for it in my uncle Toby's head :- 

There was fo, and 'tis the fubjefl of the next 
chapter to fet forth what that caufe and crotchet 
was* I own, when that's done, 'twill be time 
to return back to the parlour fire-fide, where wfi 
left my uncle Toby in the middle of his fea- 
tence* 



CHAP, V. 

WH E N a man gives himfeif up to^ the go* 
vernment of a ruiing piiilion, ~ or> 

in other words, when hisHoDRY-.HaRSE grows 

heatlAn ng, farewel cool reafon and fair 

difcretion^ 

VMy uncle T oby's wound was near well, and as 
u as the furgeon ^eCQNeI^e.i Va-^ W^xyi^^ ^T^d 
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ould get leave to fay as much — he told him, 
;was juft beginning to incarnate ; and that if no 
refti exfoliation happened, which there were no 

igns of, it would be dried up in five or fix 

/eeks. The found of as many olympiads, twelve 
ours before, would have conveyed an idea of 
lorter duration to my uncle Toby's mind. 
• The fi^;ceffion of his ideas was now ra- 
id, — he broiled with impatience to put his de- 
ign in execution; and fo, without con- 

alting further with any foul living, which,. 

>y the bye, I think is right, when you are pre- 

ietermined to take no one foul's advice^ he 

privately ordered Trim, his man, to pack up a 
bundle of lint and di'eiSngs, and hire a chariot 
ind four to be at the door exaftly by twelve 
>*clock that' day, when be knew my father wo f.id 

>e upon 'Change So leaving a bank-note 

apon th? table for the furgeon's care of him, and 
I letter of tender thanks for his brother's,— he 
packed up his maps, his books of fortification^ 
nis iiiftruments, &c. — and, by the help of a crutch,^ 
on one fide, and Trim on the other, my uncle 
1 oby embarked for Shandy-Hall. 

The reafon, or rather the rile^ of this fuddea 
demigr^tion, was as follows: 

1 he table in my uncle 1 oby's room, and at 
which, the night before this change happened, 
he was fitting with his maps. Sec. about him,-^ 
being fomewhat of the fmalleft, for that infinity 
of great and finall inftruments of kilowledge 

which* ufiially lay crowded upon it 5 he had 

the accident in reaching ov^r for his tobacco-<boXy 
to throw down his compafles, and in (looping to 
take the compafles up, with his fleeve he threw 
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down his cafe of inftrumeats aad fnuffers,— anJ 
as the dice took a run again fl Mm, in hb endca* 
1^0 u ring to catch the fniiffers iniallingj— hcthruil 
Monfieur Blondd oiF the table and Count- de Pa- 
gan o'top of him. 

' i"wa& ro no purpofe for a man lame a* my tm- 
cle Toby was, to think of redrefling all thefe evU* 
by himfelf, — he riiBg hia bell for his man Trim ,- 
Trim ! quoth my uncle 't oby, pri'thee fee what 
€onfufion I have here been making. — I mnft ha^e 
fome better contrivance, — 1 rim. — Gan*fl not thoa 
take my rule and meafure the length and breadthr 
of this table, and then go and befpeak me one as 

big again? Yesj an' pleaJe yonr hononfi 

replied Trim, making a bow ; — — but I hop* 
your honour will be foon well enough to get 

dcVo to your country feat, where, as yoor 

Honour takes fo much plcafure in foitificatioiij 
we could manage this matter to a T> 

I muft here inform you, that this fervant of 
my uncle Toby's, who went by the name of 'I rim^ 
had been a corporal in my uncle's own company, 
—his real name was^ James Butler, — but haying 
got the nick-name of Trim in- the regiment, my 
uncle 1 oby, unjcfs when he, happened to be very 
angry witb^ him, would ncvver caU him by any 
other name. . ' 

The poor fellow had been difabled for the fer- 
vice, by a. wound oa his left knee by a mufket- 
bullet, at the battle of Landen, which was. two 

years before the affair of Namur ; -. and as 

the fellow was well beloved in the r^gimenty and 
a handy fellow into the bargain, my uncle Toby" 
took him for his fervant, and of excellent ufe 
Wia§ he^ attending my uncle Toby in. the camp' 

aadi 
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and in his quarters as valet, groom, barber, cook, 
fcmpfter, and nurfe j and indeed, from firft to. 
laft, waited upon him and ferved him with great 
fiddity and affeftion. 

My uncle Toby loved the man in return, and 
what attached him more to him ftill, was the fi- 

militude of their knowledge : for Corporal 

Trim, (for fo, for the future, I ftiall call him) 
by four years occafional attention to his mailer's 
dUcourfe upon fortified towns, and the advan- 
^g^ of Pn^^S ^^^ P^^P^^g continually into his 
mailer's plans, &c. exciufive and befides what 
he gained Hobby-Horsically, as a body-fer- 
vant, Non Hobby-Horfical per fe 5 — had become 
no mean proficient in the fcience ; and was thought 
by the cook and chamber-maid, to know as much 
of the nature of flrong-holds as my uncle Toby 
himielf. 

I have but one more ilroke to give to finifti 
Corporal Trim's charafter, — and it is the only 
dark line in it. 7 he fellow loved to advife, — or 
rather to hear himfelf talk ; his carriage, how- 
ever, was fo perfeftly refpeftful, 'twas eafy to 
keep him filent when you had him fo ; but fethis 

tongue a-going, — you had no hold of him 5 

he was voluble the eternal interlardings 

of your honour, with the refpedlfulnefs of Cor- 
jx)ral Trim's manner, interceding fo ftrong in be- 
half of his elocution, — that though you might 
have been incommoded, — you could not well be 
angry. My uncle Toby was feldom either the 

one or the other with him or, at leafl, 

this fault, in Trim, broke no fquares with 'em. 
My uncle I oby, as I faid, loved the man ;— — . 
and befides, as he ever looked upon a faithful 
ienranti — ^but as an humble friend, — he could not 

bear 
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bear to flop his cn>uth. Such was Corporil 
Trim. 

If I Jurft prefiimej commned Trim, to give 
your honour my advice, and ipralt my opinion ia 

this miitter 'J hou art welcome, 'Trim, qiioiEi 

my uocle ! oby,— fpeak,— fpeak what thou thmk- 
eft upon the fubjeft, cnan, without fcar. Why 
then, replied Trim, (not haQgitig his ears and 
fcra'chlng hts head like a country lout, bui) 
Aroakmg his hair back from his forehead, and 

ftanding trt£k as before his divifion, ^I thinkp 

quoth 1 rim| advancing his kft, which was hi) 

lame leg J a Uule forwards, and poiatingtritb 

his right hand opeu towards a map of Dunkiik, 
which was pioned againft the hangings, — I 
think, qnoth Corporal 1 rim, with humble ftV J 
miifion to your Honour's better judgment,— tl"iat | 
thefc raYciinSi baflions, curtains, and horn-worki f 
make but a poor, contemptible, fiddle f addle 
piece of work of it here upon paper, coaiparcd 
to what your Honour and I could make of it, 
were we in the countr}^ by ourlelves, and had but 
a rood, or a rood and a half of ground tq do 
what we pleafed with : As fummer is coming on, 
continued 1 rim, your Honour might fit out of 
doors, and give me the nography — (call it ichno- 
graphy, quoth my uncle) — of the town or cita- 
del, your Honour vas pleafed to fit down before, 
—and I will be (hot by your honour upon the 
glacis of it, if I do not fortify it to your honour's 
mind. I dare fay thou would'ft, ' rim, quoth my 
uncle. For if your Honour, continued the Cor- 
poral, could but mark me the polygon, with its 
xa ft lines and angles, — that I could do very 
well, quoth my uncle. I would begin with the 
fofse, and if your Honour could tell me the pros- 
per 
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per depth and breadth, I can to a hair's 

breadth, ] rim, replied my uncle, — I would throw 
out the earth upon this hand towards the town 
for jhe fcarp,— and on the other hand towards 
the campaign for the counterfcarp,— very right, 

Tiim, quoth my uncle Toby, and when I 

had floped them to your mind, — an* pleafe your 
Honour, I would face the glacis, as the fineft for- 
tifications are done in Flanders, with fods, — and 

as your Honour knows they fliould be, and I 

would make the walls and parapets with fods too; 

the beft eng^eers call them gazons, 'T rim, 

fud my uncle Toby; whether they are ga- 
zons or fods, is not much matter, replied 1 rim, 
your Honour knows they are ten times beyond a 

facing either of brick qr ftone j 1 know they 

are, Trim, in fome refpefts, — quoth my uncle 

loby, nodding his head*, ^for a cannon-ball 

enter$ into the gazon right onwards, without 
brin^g^any rubbilh down with it, which might 
fill the fofle, (as was the cafe at St. Nicolas V^ 
gate) and facilitate the pafiage over it. 

Your Honour underflands thefe matters, re- 
plied Corporal 7 rim, better than any officer in 

his Majelly's fervice j but would your Honour 

pleafe to let the befpeaking of the table alone, and 
let us but go into the country, I would work un- 
der your Honour'js direftions like a horfe, and 
make fortifications for you fomething like a tanfy, 
with all their batteries, faps, ditches, and palli- 
ladoes, that it fhould be worth all the world's 
riding twenty miles to go and fee it. 

My uncle Toby blufhed as red as fcarlet as 

Trim went on ; but it was not a blufli of 

guilt,— of modcfty, or pf anger ; it was a 

bluflx 
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blufh of joyj^ ^hc was fired with Corparar 

Trim's prqj«^^ and ddcriptbn- Trim! fajd 

my uncle I oby, chou haft faid enough- We 

Kiight begin the campaign, contlnaed Trim, on 
the very day that his Majcfty and the Allies take 
the field, and demolish 'cm town by town as fail 

as —Trim, quoth my uncle T oby, fay no 

more. ^Your Honour, continued Trim, 

might fit in your arm-chair, (pointing to it) this 

fine weather^ giving mc your orders, and I would 

S ay no more, rrim, quoth my uncle Toby. 

* -Befides, your Honour would get not oaly 

pleafurc and good paftlme, — but good air, and 
good excrcife, and good heahh, — and your Ho- 
nour's wound would be well in a month* Thou 
haA iaid enough, Tiim, — quoth my uncle Toby, 
(putting his hand into his breeches pocket)— I 
like thy project mightily ; — and if your Honour 
pleafesj Til, this moment, go and buy a pioneer's 
fpade to take down with us, and FU befpeak a 

fhovel and a pick-ax, and a couple of Say no 

more, Trim, quoth my uncle Toby, leaping up 

upon one leg, quite overcome with rapture, 

and thrufting a guinea into Trim's hand. — ^Trim, 
faid my uncle Toby, fay no more j — but go down, 
Trim, this monjent, my lad, and bring up my 
fupper this inftant. 

Trim ran down and brought up his mailer's 
fupper,— to no purpofe : —Trim's plan of operas 
tion ran fo in my uncle Toby's head, he could 
not tafte it. — Trim, quoth my uncle Toby, get 

me to bed: — 'twas all one. Corporal Trim^ 

defcription had fired his imagination,— my uncle 

Toby could not fhut his eyes. 1 he more he 

confidered it, the more bewitching the fcene ap*- 
peared to himj—fo that two full hours before 

day* 
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^cby-light, he had come to a final determination, 
and had concerted the whole plan of his and 
Corporal Trim's decampment. 

My uncle Toby had a little neat country-houfe 
of his own, in the village where my father's 
eftate lay at Shandy, which had been left him by 
an old uncle, with a fmall eftate of about one hun- 
dred pounds a year. Behind this houfe, and con- 
tiguous to it, was a kitchen-garden of about half 
aa acre ; — and at the bottom of the garden, and 
cut off from it by a tall yew-hedge, was a bowl- 
ing-green, containing juft about as much ground 

as Corporal Trim wifhed for : fo that as Trim 

uttered the words, ** A rood and a half of ground 
to do what they would with ;"-— 'J his identical 
bowling-green inftantly prelented itfelf, and be- 
came curioufly painted, all at once upon the re- 

fina of my uncle Toby's fancy, which was 

the phyfical caufe of making him change colour, 
or at leaft, of heightening his bluih to that immo- 
derate degree I fpoke of. 

Never did lover poft down to a beloved miC» 
trefs with more heat and cxpeftation, than my 
uncle Toby did, to enjoy this felf-fame thing ia 
private ; — 1 fay in private ;— for it was fheltered 
from the houfe, as I told you, by a tall yew- 
hedge, and was covered on the other three fides 
from mortal fight, by rough holly and thickfet 
flowering Ihrubsj— fo that the idea of not been 
feen, did not a little contribute to the idea of 
pleafure preconceived in my uncle Toby's mind, 
— — Vain thought ! however thick it was plants 

ed about,— or private foever it might feem, 

to <hiak, dear -uncle Toby, of enjoying a thing 
^hich took up l whole rood iwid a half of ground, 
aj aot have it known 1 

Hqw 
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Hovt my uncle Toby and Corporal 1 rim ma- 
naged this maner,^ with the hUtory of thdr 

oampaigus, which were no way barren of events, 
—may make no umntercfting under-plot in the 

epitafk and working up of this drama: ^At 

prcfent the fcenc mmV drop,— and change for the 
p^tour-fire-fide. 



CHAP* VI. 
^ What can they be doin^, brother ? 



fa id my farher. 1 thinkj replied my uncle 

Toby, — taking, as I told yoni his pipe from his 
mouth, and ftriking his afhcs out of it as be 

bej^an his fentence,^ 1 think, replied he,— 

It would not be amlfs, brother, if we rung the 
beU. 

Pray, what's all that rackci over our heads, 
Obadiah?— quoth my father ;— my brother and 
I can fcarce hear ourfelves (peak^ 

Sir, anfwered Obadiah, making a bow to* 

wards his left fhoulder, my Miftrefs is takett 

very badly, — — and there's Sufannah running 
down the garden there, as if they were going to 

ravifti her. Sir, ftie is running the fhorteft 

cut into the town, replied Obadiah, to fetch the 

old midwife Then faddle a horfe, quoth 

my father, and do you go direftly for Dr. Slop, 
the man-midwife, with all our fervices, — and let 
him know your miftrefs is fallen in labour,— and 
that I defire he will return with you with all 
Ipeed. 

It is ver)' ftrange, fays my father, addre'fling 
himfelf to my uncle Toby, as Obadiah (hut the 

door, as there is fo expert an operator as 

Dr. 
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>lop fo near — that my wife fhould perfift to 
*ry laft in this obftinate humour of hers, in 
ig the life of my child, who has had one 
rtune already, to the ignorance of an old 
m ;— and not only the life of my child, bro- 
— but her own life, and with it the lives of 
e children I might, pcradventure, have be«^ 
nt of her hereafter. 

lyhap, brother, replied my uncle Toby, my 
does it to fave the expence : — A pudding's- 
- replied my father, — the Doftor muft be 
the fame for inaftion as aftion, — If not bet- 
to keep him in temper. 

T hen it can be out of nothing in the 

EWorld, quoth my uncle 1 oby, in the fim- 

r of his heart,~but Modesty ; My 

I dare fay, added he, does not care to let 
n come fo near her ****. I will not fay 
ler ©y uncle Toby had compieated the fen- 
or not J — 'tis for his advantage to fuppofe 
id,— as, I think, he could have added no 
Word which would have improved it. 
on the contrary, my uncle Toby had not 
arrived at his period's end,~then the world 
i indebted to the fudden fnapping of my fa- 
tobacco-pipe, for one of the neateft exam- 
f that ornamental figure in oratory, which 

)ricians ftile the Apofiopefis.- ^Juft hea- 

how does the Poco piu and the Pogo mcno 

; Italian artifts 5 the infenfible, more or 

Jtermine the precifeline of beauty in thefen- 
as well as in the ftatue ! How do the flig^ 
es of the chifel, the pencil, the pen, the fid- 
ick, et caetera, give the true fwell, which 

the true pleafure! O my countrymen! 

H aice J be cautious of your language j 

and 



J 



lao The Life and OpikiO 
and never, O ! never let it be for| 

what fmall particles your eloquena 
fame depend. 

— ^*' My fifier, mayhap, quotl 
" Toby, docs not choofe to let a m 
" near her *****' make this dafb, — — 

fiopefis, ^Take the daih away, and 

fide, Ms Bawdy,-^ — Scratch B^ 

and put Covered Way in, — 'tis a mcta 
I dare fay, as fixtification ran fo muc 
cle 'f oby's head, chat if he had been 
added one word to the fectence, — 
^'as it. 

But whether that was the cafe or c 
—or whether the fnapping of my fatl 
co-pipe ib criticaDy happened through 
anger, — wiU be km in due time* 
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TH O' my father was a good natt 
pher, — ^yet he was fomethiog 
phllofopher too ; for which reafon, \^ 
bacco-pipe fnapped ihori in the middl 
nothing to doj — as fuch, — but to have 
of the two pieces, and thrown them | 

thebackof the fire, He did no 

— he threw them with all the viole 
world', — and, to give a<ftion ftiil the 
pha/is^^ — he lUrted up upon both his 
it- 

1 his looked fbmcthing like heat 
manner of his reply to what my uaclc 
faying proved it was ib* 

** Not choofe^ quoth my ; 
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cAring my ancle Toby's words) to let a flian 
3me lo.near her—** By heaven, brother T6hy ! 
ou would try the patience of a Job ; ind I think 

hare the plagues of one already, without it. 

Why ?— Where ? -Wherein ?— Whcre- 

>re?— Upon what account, replied my ancle 

oby, in the utmoft aftonifhment.-— 1 o think, 
lid my father, of a man living to your age, bro-> 
bcr, and knowing; fo little about women I— I 
Lnow nothing at aU about them -r replied my un- 
le Toby ; and I think, continued he, that the 
hock r received the year after the demolition of 
Dunkirk, in my affair with widow Wadman; — 
Hfhich (hock you know I Alould not have receiv- 
ed, but from my total ignorance of the fcx, — has 
^vcn m^juil caufe to fay. That I neither know, 
nor do pretend to know^. an^ thing about *effl, or 
their concerns either.— Methinks, brother, re- . 
plied my father, 'you might, at leaft, know fo 
much as the light end of a woman from the 
wrong. 

It is f^d in Ariftotle's Matter Piece, " That 
" when a man doth think of any thmg which is 
" paft, — hp lookech down upon the ground j— 
" but that when he thinketh df fomeithing which 
" is to com6, he Idoketli up towards the bea- 
»' vens." . 
My uncle Toby, I fuppofe, thought of nei- 

dicr, — for he looked horizontally. Right end, 

"^•quoth my uncle 1 oby, muttering the two words 
low to hinifelf,*and fixing his two eyes infenfibly 
as he muttered them, upon a fmall crevice, form- 
ed by a bad joint in the chirtincy-piecfe— Tltght end 
of a woman I— I declare, quoth itiy uncle, I 
know no more which it is, than the man in the 
iqofMQ jr— and if I was to think, continued my un- 
VpL. II. F ck 




ck Toby, (keeping his eyes ftU] fixed upm 
bad jptot} this month togetficr^ I am fure I flio 
not be able to find it out* 

Tfaca brother Toby, replied my fethcr, I ' 
tcU yon. 

Every thing in this world, concinaed my 
riier» (hliing a frcfh pipe)— e^ry thing in 
ewthly world, my dear brotficr loby, has I 

handles i not always, quoth my uncle To 

at leaft^ replied my father, every one has 
hands, — which comes to the fame thifig, — ^ 
if a man was to fit down coolly, and conf 
within himfclf the make, the fbape, the confti 
tion, com-it-ability, and conveniepce of all 
parts which conftitute the whole of that anli 
called Woman, and compare them analogical) 
I jjcver undcrftood rightly the meaning of i 
word, cjuoth my uncle 1 oby-— ^Analogy, 
plied my father, is the certain relation and ag: 
ment, which difTcrent— Here a Devil of a ra; 
the door fnapped my father's definition (like 
tobacco-pipe) in two,*^-and, at the (aihe ti 
crufiied the head of as notable and curious a 
fertation as ever was engendered in the womt 
fpeculation ;— ^it was fome months before my 
ther could get an opportunity to be fafely defr 
ed of it : — And, at this hour, it is a thing fid 
problematical as the fubjedl of the dilTertatioi 
felf, — (confidering thc^confufion and diHreflc! 
our domefiick mifadventures, which arc £ 
coming thick one upon the back of another) 'w 
ther I fliill be able to find a pkce for it In 
third volume or not, , . ^ *^ i* 

CHA 
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CHAP, vm. 

T is about an hour and half's tolerable good 
reading fince my unde Tpby rung the oell, 
faen Obadiah was ordered to faddle a borfe, 
id go for Dr. Slop^ the man-mid-wife ;~fo 
arnacme can fay with reafon, that I have not al- 
wed Obadiah time enough, poetically fpeaking, 
cd confidering the emergency 'too, both to go 
k1 come j— ^though, mcn^y and truly /peaking, 
e nan, perhaps, has fcarce had time to get on 
I boots* 

If the hyperciitick will go upon this ; and is 
(bhed ' sitter all tp take a pendulum, and 
jN^urc the true diiknce betwixt the rin^g 
' the beli and the I'ap-at the ^doorj-^and after 
Rfing tt to be no more than two minutesy-^ 
liieen feconds and ihtec fifths, ihould t«ike 
ion him to infult.over me for fuch a breach in 
B unity, or rather probability, of time ;— 
would remind tdto, that the id^ of idurih- 
in .and of its pimple mbdes, 'is -got merely 
Mn'tfae tr^n and fucceffion of our ideas,-^and 
the true fcholaftick pendulum, — ^rWlby-whieh, 
a fcholar I will be tried in this matter, — abjur- 
l and detefiing the jurifdidlionof all other pen- 
lums whatever. 

I would, therefQre,^ deiire him to confider 
It h is but poDi' eight miles ^m Shaddy-iiali 
Dr.. Slop, the man-lnid wife's houfei-^and 
It HiWfil Obadiah his been going the Md miles 
d'back, I 'have brought mjf uridc Toby from 
imur, quite acrofs^allTlanders, - ihto' England : 
That I have had him all upon my hands neiu* 
F z four 
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four years J — and have fmce travelled hi 
corporal Trim, in a chariot and four, a jc 
of near two hundred miles down into 
Jhire J — all which put together, mufl hav 
pared the reader's imaglaation tor the cat 
of Dr. Sbp upon the flage, — us much, a 
(1 hope} as a daace, a fong, oil a concer: 
tween the afts. 

If my hypercritick is intraiftable,— -*-: 
Ing that two minutes and thirteen feconi 
no more than t^^o minutes and thirteen fe 
■ when I have faid all I can abont 

—and that this plea, though it mig 

me dramatically, will damn me biograpl 
rendermg itiy book from this very m- 
a profefTed Romance, which before 
book apocryphal ;~~If I am thus preflc 
then put an end to the whole obje6lic 

^ontjoverfy about it all at once by ac< 

%ig him Obadiah had not got above thn 
yards from the ftablc-yard before he me 
Dr* Slop i— ^and indeed he gave a dirtj 
that he had met with him,-*^— and was j 
an ace of giving a tra^cal one too, 
. Imagine to yourfelf j — but this had bette 
anewchaptex*.,^y,,,;,i,^,^ , 
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CHAP. IX 



IMagine to yourfdf a Kttlc, ftjuat, cni 
figure of a Doctor Slop, of about fo 
and a half perpendicular height, with a I 
of back, and a fefquipedality of belly, 
might have done honour to a Setjcant 
Hoife-Guards^ ► .* i ^ 
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Such were the out-Iifies of Dr. Slop's figure, 
•which,—-. — ^if you have read Hogarth's analyfis 
of beauty, tuid if you have not, I vrifli you 
would ; — ^you muft know, may as certainly be 
caracatured, and c^nve/d to the mind by three 
ftrokes as three hundred. 

Imagine fuch a one,— ——for fuch, I fay, 
were the ont-lines of Dr. Slop's figure, coming 
flowly ^bng, foot by footj, waddling through 
the din, upon the Tertebrias of a little diminip* 

tifc pony,— —of a pretty colour; ^but of 

ftrength,-:— alack !^ ^fcarce able to have made 

an amble of it^ under fuch a fardel, had the roads 

been in an ambling condition. ^They were 

not-i— — Imagme to yourfelf, Obadiah mounted 
upon a ftrong monfter of a. coach-horfe, pricked 
into a full gallop, and making all pra^cable 
(peed the adverle way. 

Pray^ Sir^ let me intereft you a moment in 
this defcription. 

Had Pr. Slop beheld Obadiah a mile off 
pofting in a narrow lane direAly towards him, 
at that monftrous rate,— — fplafhing and plung- 
ing like a devil through thick and thin, as 
he approached, would not fuch a phenome- 
noUy with fuch a vortex of mud and water 
moving along with it round its axis— — ^have 
been a fubjeA of jufter apprehenfion to Dr. 
Slop in his fituation, than the worft of Whifton's 

comets ?. ^To fay nothing of the Nucleus ; 

that is, Obadiah and the coach^horit— In my 
idea, the vortex alone of them was enough to have 
involved and carried^ if not the DoAor, at leaft 
theDoftor's pony quite away with it. What 
then do yon think muft the terror and hydro- 
phobia of Drv' Slop have been, vHnsn you read, 
y 3 ^ViK^ 



Nothitig, I think in nature, can be f 
more terriblt than foch a Renooaptery— - 
prompt! ib iU prepared to ftand.tbe flu> 
as Or. Slop was. 

What could Dr. Slop do? be 

himfel f . ■■ P ugh ! -— - — but the 1 

Sir» was a papift. — —^No matter ; J 
better have kept ho]4 of the pummeL-— ] 
fes^nay* as ithappened* he had bette 
done nothing at all ^ . for in croffiuj 
&l{ he let go his whip, — ai|4 in atte 
to fave his whip betwixt bis knee a 
foddle^s fldit, as it flipped, he Ipft bis 

—I in loHng which, he loft his ieaJ 

and in the multitude of all theie lodes* (wh 
the. bye) fliews what little advantage t 
• in.crojQing). thfe nnfortupf^ Po£lor Ipft 1 
iionce of ,mmd. So that, without wai^ 
Obadiah's onfet, he Ifift hi^ pony to |ts c 
.tumbling off it diago^allyjt iomething- 
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aace ! — had not the fellow better have flopped 

lis horfe, and got off and helped him ? 

^ir, he did all that bis fituation wonld allow ;-— > 
but the Momentum of the coach-horfe was fo 
great, that Obadiah ceuld not do it all at once } 

he rode in a drcle three times round Dr. 

Slop, before he could fully accompIUh it any 
how}— —and at the laft, when he did ftop 
biS beaft, 'twas done ^th (ucb an explofioa 
of mud, that ObadiaH had better have been a 
league off. Infiiort, never was a Dr. SLop lb 
belated, and lb traufubftantiated^ fince that affair 
came into falhion, ' 



CHAP. X. ^ 

WHEN Dr. Slop entered the back parlour, 
where my Either, and my uncle Toby 
were diiconrling upon the nature of Women-— 
it was hard to determine whether Dr. Slop's fi- 
gure^ or Dr. SIopS pretence^' oocafioned more 
mrprize to them ; for as the aoddent happened 
lb near the houle, as not to make it worth while 

for Obadiah to remount him^ Oba^ah 

had led him in as he was, ua^ped, unappointed, 
nuanealed, with alt his ftains and blotches oh 

.him.- He.ftood Hke Hamlet's ghoft, mo- 

dooleis and ipeechlefs, for a full minute and a 
halfjf at the parlour door, Obadiah ftill holding 
his hand) with all the majefty of mud. His 
hinder parts, upon wUch he had received his 

fall, totally belmeared ^aad in every other 

part of him, blotched over in fuch a manner 

with Obadiah's explofion, that you would have 

F 4 {wotQ\ 
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fworn, without (mcDCal rtfcnation) th^t crcry 
gr^in of It bad ukcQ efi^^« 

Here was a fair opportunity for tuy unde 
Toby to have triumphed over my fath*:r in hii 
intn $ for no mortal, who hid beheld Dn Slop 
ID that pickJe^ could have diflcDted from fo machi 
at Icaft, of rny uncle Toby's opimon, '* I h»l 
*' mayb:ip his fiftcr might not care to let fadi a 
** Dn Slop come fo near htr****. Biitltwa 
the Arguoicnttim ad homm<m ; and if my oodc 
'Toby was not vpry expert at it, you may thinkj 
he mlfrht not care to ufe It, Noj the rcafett 
wa*?, — *twas not bis nature to infult, ' 

Dr. Slop's prefencc, at that time, was no Ids 
problematical than the mode of it, though it 
is certaini one moment's rcfleftton in my father 
might have folved it ; for h^ hiid apprized Dr. 
Slop but the week before^ that my mother was 
at her full reckoning •, and as the Do^or had 
heard nothing fmce, ^twas natural and very po- 
litical loo in hini, to have taken a ride to Shan- 
dy-Hall, as he did, merely to fee how matters 
went on. 

But my father^ s mind tooti unfortunately a 
Vrong turn in the in veAigatlon j running, like 
the hypercritJck*s altogethet upon the ringing 
of the bell and the rap upon the door, — ^*mea- 
furing their diftancc — and Jveeping iiis mind fo 
intent upon the operation; ae to have pawet h) 

think of nothing clfe, common-place in- 

hrmity of the greatcft mathematicians ! working 
with might and main at the demonfl ration, and io 
wafting All their Hrength upon It, that they have 
none left in them to draw the corollaryj to da 
good with. . " 

' llie ringing of the btelf and the rap upon the 

^oor, 
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door, ftruck like wife ftrong Upon the lenferium 
of my uncte Tpb^,— but it cxdted a very diffe- 
rent train of thoughts ; the two irreconcilc- 

able pulfations inftantly brought Stevinus the 
great engineer, along with.them^ into my uncle 

Toby's mind. What bufinHs Stevinus had in 

this affair, is the greateft problem: of all; — ^it 
ihall be folved;— btft not in t W iieit chapter. 



C H A P. XI. 

WRITING, when properly managed, (a9 
you may be furt I thiiik mine is) is but 
a different name for converfatidn : As no one, 
whq knows what he is about in good compatiy, 
would venture to. talk all ; — fo no author, who 
underft^nds the juft boundaries of decorum and 
good breeding, would prefumc to think all : The 
trucft rcfpcft which you can pay to the reader's 
under (landing, is to halve this matter an^cably, 
and kave biln fpmething to imagine, in his tufn, 
as well as jouHetf. '• 

For my own part, I am eternally paying hibi 
compliments of this kindi and do all that lies in 
my power to keep his imagination as bufy as my 
own. 

Tis his turn now : I have given an ample de- 
fcription of Dr. Slop's fad overthrow, and of his 
fad appearance in the back parlour 5 his imagina- 
tion muft now go oh with it for a while. 

Let th^ reader imagine then, that Dr. Slop has 

told his tale j and in what words, and with 

.V^h^t jiggrAvations his fancy choofes ? — Let him 

ibppofi; that Obadiah has told his tale alio, and 

with fuch rueful looks of affe^led concern, as 

F J he 
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h« thia^s wUi bcSt contraft the two £gure$ u 
they Aand by e^h other : Let him ima^ioe th^ 
my father has ftcpped up ftairs to fee my mother : 
And, to conclude this worJt of Imag^cioa^^^^- 
let him iinagiae the DoAor waih*d, — — robbed^ 
dowQ. — CQadolcd with, — feUdtated,^ — got into a 
pair of Obadiah^s pumps, ilepping forward to- 
wards the door^ upon the very poiat of entering 
upoa afHoQ. 

1 nice ! — tmce, good Pr* Slop !~ftay thy 
obftetrick hand i — rctum it fafc into thy bofom 
to keep it warm i - Kttlc doeft thou know what 
cb^ades^— littk doeA thou think what hiddea 
caufcs retard its operation ! Haft thouj Dr- Slopj 
~hart thou been imruiled with the fecret artic^^ 
of this folcmn treaty wfaich has brought thee iH 
to this place i Art thou aware that, a^t this it? 
flant^ a daughter of Lucica is put obllctrically 
over thy head ? Alas ! 'tis too true, Befides, 
great fon of PUumnus ; what can'ft thou do ?— 
. Thou haft come forth unarm'd j thou haft Ick 
thy tire tjette, ^— thy new invented forceps,— 
thy crotchet J— thy fquirt,— - — -and all thy inftrii- 
Inents of falvation and deliverance behind thee. — 
By heaven ! at this moment they are hanging up 
in a green baize bag, betwixt thy two piftols, at 

thy bed*s head ! Ring i call ; fcod 

Obadiah back upon the coach-horie to bring them 
with all ipecd, 

MLike great hafte, Obadiah, quoth my 

father, and FlI give thee a crown | - and, qugth 
»y ancle T|Oby, rn give him apother. 

'm «i .ill i^a 

• j^ C H A F. 



41 



» 'A U#i^»ii si^jLi Jtiw 



TRISTRAM SHANDY, Gcpt. 1 3 1 



CHAP. XII. 

XITOUR Ibdden and nnexpeAed arrival, quoth 
Y ihy unde Toby, addreflinff himfelf to Dr. 
Sfop, XaU three of them fitdng down to the fire 
tdgether, a^ tiiy unde 'I'oby began tofpeak) — in- 
ft£itly-brbcight the great Stevinus into my head, 
vho^ you* muft ictiow. Is a favourite author with 
me:-: — ^Thto, aidded my father, making ufe of 
the argument, Ad'Crumennm,— I wHl lay twenty 
goiiieas to A fingle crown piece, (which will 
Mrye to give away to Obadiah when he gets back) 
that tlus famtStevinus was fome engineer or o- 
the'r, — or has wrote* ibmething or other, either 
dlheftly or indiredUy) .upon Uie fdencis of for- 
tificatioo. 

He has <b,-i--replied my unde Toby. — 

I Knew it, fdd iny father ; — the' for the foul of 
me,' I cannot fee what kind of connexion thert 
can be betwixt Dr. Slop's fudden coming, and a 
dilconrft'toixte folrtifickdon ; — yet'I feiEured it.— 
■7 alk-bf wtait Wd wiHv bikHher, 'or let the occa- 
£6n b<J-nifet^ fo (oMffi ' or unfit for the fubjeft, 
^•^yoo '*Afe* lure' to* bring'' it in : I would nob, 
brdthci- "Toby, cdotinaed my father, — ^I declare^ 
I would not haVe Wy head fo full of curtins and 
horn-works,— That, I dare fay, you would not, 
quoth Dr. Slop.' interrupting him, and laughing 
ihofl! immoderately at nisfpim. 
' ' ' t)ehAis tWirtifick cotildnot deteft and abhor 
'a ptiA-^ -' or' the infinuation .'df a pun, more 

tbrdMlj than my father 5 he would grow 

tefty upon it M any* time ; but to be broke 

ifirupon by'^ne, in a ftrious difcourfc, was as 

bsd, 
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ba<l, he would fay, as a fillip upoa the no&i— ' 
he faw no diffb"eoce. 

Sir, quoth my uncle Toby, addre^g himfelf I 

to Dr. Slop th€ curtitu, my brother Shandj | 

mentioas here, have nothing to do with hd* 
Aeads t though I knovtr, Du Caage fays, " 1 hat 
bed-curtains, in all probabUity, have t^keii ;h^ 
name from them -f'—rmr have the honi-worb| 
he fpcaks of, any tMag b the world to do with 
the horn-works of ctickoldom : — Bwt the curtin» 
Sir, is the word we ufe in fortification, for that 
part of the wall or rampart which Iks between 

the two baftioas and join^ ihem. Beficgm 

ieldom offir to carry oa th<ir attacks dire^iy ar 
gaiail (he curtain^ for thk reaibn, becaufe the? 
are fo well dankcd i (it h {hf ;aie of oth^ 
curtains, quoth 1 r< Slap, laughing) howc;?eJi cotw 
tiaaed my aacle f pby, to make ihcm fure, wc 
generally choofe to place ravelin a before thentj 
taking care only to extend them beyond the foffe 
or ditch :: — 1 he common men, w bo know very 
httle of fortiiic;»tioiij cqafound the ravelin arnl 
the balf-moon togttlier i — though tb^y are very 
diiferent things j— npt;m ttclt hgure or cu^ftrin;- 
tion, for we mako them exactly aUke in all 
points 'f — for they always coniifl of Iwq fac^ 
making a falient njigle, with the gorges^ uqx 
ftrait, but in form of a crdcmt.— — Where 
then ILeii the difference i {quotb my father, ^ 
little teMy) — In their fitftAtions^ aufwered my 
nacle 1 pby :— ^^ For_ when a ravjilin i brqtjicr, 
flonds before thq curtiUj it is a r^ydln .^-.at^ 
when a ravelin, ft a nds before a baAioi^ thei^. thP 
ravelin is not a ravelin ; —7 it is a half-moon i^-^ 
hajf-moon like wife is a half-n^on^ an4 no morCj 
ft) ioiig as it ftands before its baillon i — but wa^ 

it. 
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It to change place, and get before the curtln,— * 
'twould be no longer a half-moon ; a half-moon, 
in that cafe, is not a half-moon \ — 'tis no more 
than a ravelin.— -I think, quoth my father, that 
the noble fcience of defence has its weak fides,*— 
as well as others. 

■ ^ for the horn-works (high ho ! 
fighed iqy father) which, continued my uncle 
Toby, my brother was fpealdng of, they are a 
very confiderahle .part of an outwiork,— — they 
are called by the French engineers, Ouvrage a 
come, and we generally make them to cover fuch 
places as we fuipe^ to be weaker than the rtfi. ; 
.—-——they ape formed by two epaulen^ents or 
^emibaftionSy-— r-they are vej:y pretty, and if yoo 
will take » walk, I'll engage to fhew you pne 
well worth your; trouble; — ^I own, con- 

tinued my uncle T;©by, when we crown them,— 
they are much ftronger^ but tjien they are very 
expenfive, and take up a great deal of ground -, 
fo. th^t, in my opinion, they are mod of ufe to 
cover, or. defend the head of a c^ip ; otherwUifC 
tlie double tenaille-:—- ?By the ipother who bore 
ps!-—-— brother- Toby, quoth my father, iiot 
able to hQl4 o^t.any longer;— -you would provoke 
a .faint i * ■ ■ «here have you got us, I know not 
haw, ]K>t only ipule into the middle of the old 
fubjeA again 5 » ' ^B ut ib full is your head of 
theie confounded^ works, that though my wife is 
this moment in the pains of labour,— -and you hecr 
her gjy oiit,-— yet nothing will ferve you but to 
carry off the qaan-^midwiie.—i-r Accoucheur j*-4f 
you pkafeji qu^th Dr. Slop.— r-r-With ail my 
heart, replied my father, I don't care, what they 
fall you, ■ ib ut I wifti the whole fcience of for- 
tification, with all its inventors, at the Dtvil •,*— 

it 
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It has been the d^th of thoufands,^— ^-and it will 
be mine, in the end.^1 would tioc, 1 would not, 
brother Toby, have my brains ih full of fapSi 
mines, bHnds, gabiocsf palif^doeSi ravelmsj hzlf^ 
moons, and fiich tnimpcry, to be proprictcM^ of 
Namar> and of all the towns in Flanders ^ivith 

My uncle Toby was a man patient of injnriei ^ 
—not from want of couragej— ^-.-I have told yob 
in the fifth chapter of this feeond book, '< Ihkt , 
he was a man of courage T—^^nd will add j 
here, that where juft occasions prefcnted, of caU- 
ed it forth,— I know no man under whoTe arm I 
wonld foooer have taken Oieker ;— nor did this 
arife from any infenfibility or obtufcnefs of his in- j 
teUe^al parts -,^for he f<^lt this infult of my fa* I 
therms as fedingly ts a man could do ^**-4>ut he ^ 
rvas of a peaceftil, placid natnrc,— no jarring ele- 
ment in it J — ail was mixed iij> fo kindly within 
him i my uncle Toby had fcarce a heart to retali- 
ate upon a fly : 

G Oj^-fays he one day at dinner, to m 

^over-grown one which had buzzed about his nofe, 
and tormented him cruelly ail dinner-time, and 
which, after infinite attempts, he had cao^t at 
lalt as it flew by him ^— — -rii not hurt thee, fays 
my uncle i oby, rifing from his chair, and going 
acrofs the room, with the fly in his hand,^-rU 
not linrt a hair of thy head ?■*— Go, fkyi he, lift- 
ing up the fafh, and opening his hand as he ijx)kc, 
to let it efcape ; — go po<.vr Devil, 'get thee gone, 
why Should I hurt thee ?^1 his world ftirely is 
wide enough to hold both thee and me, 

I was but ten years old vihen this happeneii 
'—but whether it waSj that the aftk)n itielf wa^ 
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iu>re in uoilbn to my nerves at that age of pity, 
vluch inftantly iet my whole frame inlo one vi- 
hradoa of mcul pleafurable fenfation ;— or how 
hx the manner and expreflion of it might go to- 
wards it ;— or in what degree, or by what fecret 
ma^j-— a tone cf voice and harmony of move- 
mentj attuned by mercy, might find a pafTage to 
my heart, I. luiow not )-— this I know, that the 
leflbn of univerfal sood-ydU, then taught and im- 
printed by my uncle Toby^ has never fince been 
worn out of my mind : And though I would not 
depreciate what the (ludy of the Literse Humani- 
CMies, at the univeriity, have done' for me iif that 
rdpeA, or difcredit the other helps of an expen- 
five education bd^owed upon me, both at home 
and abroad fipce i— yet I often think that I o'O^e 
one haljf of my philantrophy to that one aqciden* 
talimpreffion. 

tIrThis is to {erve for parents and governors 
hftead of a whole volume ispon the fubjeA. 

I could not give the reader this ftroke in my 
irnde Toby's picture, by the inftrument with 
vhich I drew the other parts of it,— <hat taking 
in no moire than the mere Hobbt-HorsicaI 
Ekeiiefs)^-<^his is a part of his moral charaAer. 
My father, in this patient endurance of wrongs, 
nrhich I mendon, was very difTerent, as the read- 
er muft long ago have noted ; he had a much 
Diore acute and quick ienfibility of nature, at- 
tended with a little fowemeis of temper; though 
this vewkr tranfported him to any thing which 
looked Jike malij^ancy ;■ ■ yet, in the little ru&s 
ind vexations of life, 'twas apt to (hew itielf in a 

JrolUflxapd witty kind of peeWflmefs : ^He 

ivas, however, frank and generous in his naturej^ 
— *at aU times open to conviction i and ia the lit- 
tle 



J ne cnaraccers or cnc iwo oromers. 
vitw of them, reflefted light upon eac! 
and appeared with great advantage in th 
which arofe about Stcvinus. 

I need not tell the reader, if he keeps 
BT-HoRsr,— that a man's Hobbt Hob 
tender a part as he has about, him ; and t 
unprovoked ftrokes, ^x • my uncle Toby 

not be unfelt by him. ^No *,— ai 

" above, my uncle Toby did feel thtm, j 
fenfibly too. 

Pray, Sir^ what faid he ?— — ^'ow di 
have ?— Oh, Sir !— it wa^ great : For a£ 
my father had done infulting his Hobby< 
-—he turned his head, without the leaft 
from Dr. Slopj^ to whoiA he was addre 
diicourfei a^4 looked up into my fathe 
with a countenance fpread over with j 
good nature ;— -lb pladd ; fo fraternal j— 
preflibly tender towards him \ it penetr 
father to his heart : Tc rofe up haftily f 
chair, "and feizing hold of both my uncL 
hands as he fpoke : — Brother Toby, faic 
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—but to hurt a brother of fuch gentle manners, 
•— fo unprovoking,— and fo unrefenting •,— 'tis 
bafe,— By heaven *tis cowardly.— *-You arc 
heartily welcome, brother, quoth my uncle Toby, 
—had it been fifty times as much.— *-Befides, 
what have I to do, my dear Toby, cried my fa- 
ther, dther with your amufements or your plea- 
fores, unlefs it was in my power (wUch it is not) 
to encreafe thcur meafure ? 

■ B rother Shandy, anlwcrcd my uncle To- 
by, looking wiflfully in his face— you are much 
ndftaken in this point ;-— for you do increafe my 
pleafurc very much, in begetting children for the 
Shandy fandly at your time of life ■ But, by 
diat, Sir^ quoth Dr. Slop, Mr. Shandy encreafes 
Us own.-— Not a jot, qnoth my father. 



CHAP. XIII. 

MY brother does it, quoth mv uncle Toby 
out of principle.— In a family way, I 
• . h quoth Dr. Slop. — ^Pftiaw ! — faid my fa- 
thers'—'tis not worth talking of. 

V- 
CHAP. XIV. 

AT the end of the laft chapter, my father 
and my uncle Toby were left both Handing 
like Brutus and Caffius at the clofe of the fcene 
makmg up their accompts. 

As my father fpoke the three laft words, — he 
(at down ;— my uncle Toby ^xaftly followed his 
Example, only, that before he took his chair, he 

rung 



in his heart, and he went on with the iiij 
ihow my father that h^ had none. 

Your fodden appearance. Dr. Slop, • 
Hade, refnming the difccmrle, inflanti 
Sterinos into my hea4* (My fathc;r> ]n 
fure, did not ofier to lay any mgre vk 
Stevinos's head, — ^Bi^cade^ continned _ 
Toby, the celebrated bailing cbariot,' 
longed to Prince Maurice, and was oT^ 
demd contrivance and velocity^ as to c 
dozen people thirty German nules, in I (^ 
how few minutes,— was. invented h^ 
that great mathemaddan and engineer* 

You might have fpared your fervani^ 
ble, quoth Dr. Slop, (as the fellow is 
going for Stevinus's account of it, becau 
return from Leyden through the Hague, 
ed as far as SchevUng, which is two long: 
purpofe to take a view of it. 

— ^rhat*s nothing, replied my uncle 
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that affair^ to nothing ;— the more fool Pciref' 

Jdusy faid he again : Why fo ? — replied my 

father, taking lus brother's part, not only to 
make reparation as faft as he could for the infult 
be had given him, which fat ftill upon my fa- 
ther's mind } — ^but partly, that my father began 
really to intereft Mmielf in the difcourfe } — "Why 
ib ? — ^iaid he. Why is Pdreikius, or any man 
die, to be abnfed for an appetite for that, or any 
other morlel of found knowledge ? For, notwith- 
ftanding 1 know nothing o£ the cliariot in quejR;!. 
00, condnued he, .the inventor of it muft have 
had a very mechanical head ^ and though I can- 
not gnefi upon what principles of philofpphy he 
had atchievcd it }— yet certainly his machine has 
been conAruAed upon fblid ones, be they what 
they will, or it could not have anfwered at the 
rate my brother mentions. 

It amwjered, repj^i^d my uncle Toby, as well, 
if not better ; for, as Peirefkius elegantly expret 
ies it, (peaking of the velocity of its motion, Ta^ii 
dtus erat, quam erat ventus ; which, unlefs I 
have forgot my Latin, is, that it was as fwift as 
the wind itfelf. 

But pray. Dr. Slop, quoth my father, inter- 
rapdng my uncle, (though not without begging 
pardon for it, at the fame time) upon what prin- 
ciples was this felf-fame chariot kt a-^eing ? 

LTpon very pretty principles to be lure, replied 

Dr. Slop $ and 1 have often wondered, 

:ondnued he, evading the queftion, why none 
Df our gentry, who live upon large plains like 
Jiis of ours, — (efpecially they whofe wives trc 
lot paft child-bearing) attempt nothing of this 
und ;^ for it would not only be infinitely expedl- 
ioQs upon fudden calls to which the fex is fub« 

jeft. 



140 The Life and Opinions of ^ 

je^,— if the wmJ ooly fcrved, — but wc 

excellent good hufbandry to make ufe 
winds, which coil nothing, and which < 
thing, rarhcr than horfes, which (the de^ 
'cm) both coft and eat a great deal. 

For that very reafon, replied my father- 
** caufe they colt nothing, and becaufe i 
" nothing/'— the fchcme is bad ; — it is t 
fiimption of our products, as well as th< 
brutes of them, which gives bread to t] 
gry, circdates trade — brings in money, « 

pores the value of onr lands ;— and i 

I own, if I was a Prince, I would generc 
compence the fcientiiick head which broug 
fuch contrivaaces 5- — yet I woiild as pe; 
rily fupprefs the ufe of them. 

My father here had got into his elemei 
and was going on as prolpenouHy with hi 
tation upon tratie, as my uncle Toby had 

upon is of fonihcationj ^but, to the 

much found knowledge, the deftinies 

• morning had decreed tbat no diiFer tation 
kind Should be fpun by my father that da 
for as he opened his month to begin tl 

* fcntence. 
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di oiling, — look firft into it, and fee if thou can'ft 
fyj aught of a failing chariot in it. 
Corporal Trim, by bdrig in the fervice, had 

learned to obey, — and not to rcmonftrate 5 fo 

taking the book to a Ade-table, and running over 
the leaves ; an' pleafe your Honour, faid Trim, I ■ 

can fee no fuch thing ; however, contino- 

cd the Corporal, drolling a little in his turn, I'll 
inake fure work of it, an pleafe your Honour,— —^ 
fi) talung hold of the two covers nf the book, one 
in each hand, and letting the leaves fall down, 
as he bent the covers back, he gave the book a 
good found Ihake. 

There is Ibmething fallen out, however, faid 
Tiim^ an' pleafe your Honour ; but it is not a 

chariot, or any thing like one j Pri'thee 

Corpoial, iaid my father, fmiling, what is it then i 

I think, anfwered Trim, (looping to take 

it ap, — 'tis more like a fermon, — for it begins, 
\nth a text of icripture, and the chapter and 

verfe ; and then goes on, not as a chariot,— 

bat like a (ermon diredtty. 
. The company fmiled. 

I cannot concave how it is poflible, qpoth my 
Dnde Toby, for fuch a thing as a fermon to have 
got into my Stevinus. 

I think 'tis a fermon, replied Trim 5— but if it 
pleafe your Honours, as it is a fair hand, I will 

read you a page ; for Trim, you muft know, 

loved to hear himfelf read almofl as well as talk. 

I have ever a ftrong propenfity, faid my father, 
to look into things which crofs my way, by fuch 

firange fatalities as thefc ; and as we have 

nothing better to do, at lead till Obadiah 
gets back, I fhould be obliged to you, brother, 

if 
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it" Dr- Slop has no obj^^iot to it, to or 
Corpora.! to give us i page or two of it, — 
is as able to do it, as he ktms wilMag,-- 
plcaie your Honour, quoth Trim, I o( 
two whole campaigns in Flanders, as C 

the Chaplain of the regiment. He c 

it, quoth my tincle Toby, as well as I ca 
Trim, 1 aflUre you, was the bcft fcholaj 
company, and fhould ha^e had the next h 
bill for the poor f€llow*s misfortune. C 
Trim laid his hand upon his heart, and n 
humble bow to his M after f — then ia3inj 
his hat upon the floor, and taking up the 
m his left hand, in order to have his rigl 
berty, — - he advanced, nothing doubdn 
the middle of the jx>om, where he could fc 
and be beft feen by, his audience. 



• * C HAP. XVL 

If you have any objefHon,— i 
father, addrefllng hitiifelf to Dr, Slop: 
thelcafV, s-eplied Dr- Slop ; — ^ for it dc 
appear on which ddr 6{ tht queftibn It is ^ 

it may be a compofitibn of a divine 

church, as well as yours, — fo that wc rnc 

rifles. ^— 'Tis Wrote upon neither fide. 

Trim, for 'tis only upon Confcience, an' 
your honours. 

Trim's reafon put his audience into go< 
inour, — all but Dr. Slop, who, turning hi 
about towards Trim, looked a little aiogrj 

Begin, Trim, and read diflin£tJy, 

my father i 1 will, an' pleafc your Hi 
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epEcd the Corpondy making a bow, and be- 
pcaking attention irith a flight movement of his 
Ight hand. 

CHAP. xvn. 



■ — But before the Corporal begins, I 
Boft^firft mve you a defcripdon of his attitude ; 
— Qthirw% he will natuj^ly ftand reprefented, 
^ your uhagination, in' an uneafy pollure, — ftiif, 
perpendicular, — di^ding the weight of his body 

equally upon both legs i his eyes fixed, as if 

Bo'dnty ^ — -his look determined, clinching 

tte'lermon in his left-hand, like his firelock : 
■^~Ihaword, you would be apt to paint Trim, 
as if he was ftanding in his plateon ready for ac- 
tion:^— His attitude was as unlike 2JI this as 
you can cohcdve. 

He ftdod before them with his body fwayed, 
imd bent forwards juA fo far, as to make an an- 
^e of ^85 degrees and a half upon the plain of 
the horizon } — ^which found orators, to whom I 
iddreTs this, know very well, to be the true per- 
iiidiye. Angle of inddehce ^ — in any other angle 
rOU inay ialk'and preach ; — 'tis cenain,-— and it is 
lone every day 5 — but with what cfFeft, — I leave 
he world to judge. 

The neceffity of this precile angle of 8 c dc- 
l^rees and a half to a mathematical exadnejs, — 
iocs it' hot fhcw us, by the way, — how the arts 
ind iciences mutually befriend each other ? 

How the duce Corporal Trim, who knew not 
b ihiich as an acute angle from an obtufe one, 

aine to hit it fo exaftly ; or whether it was 

diance, or natdre, or good fenfe, or imitation. 



piciurc ui mm iii ai one view, Aviin m 
iwayed, and fomewhat bent forwards,^h 
teg firm under him, fuflaining feven-eight 

Vfholt weight,-^ the foot o( his left 1 

defeft of which was rib difadvantage to 1 

tude, advanced a little, not laterally, t 

wards, but in a line betwixt them ;— k 

bent, but that not violently, but fo as 

within the limits of the line of beauty 5— - 
add, of the line of fciencc too } — ' — foi- a 
h had one-eighth part of his body to bear 
fo that in this cafe, the pofition of the k{ 

termined, ^becaufe thefoot could be no 

advanced, or the knee more bent, thai 
would allow him, mechanically, to reo 
eighth part of his whole weight under it 
to carry it too* . • ' ' 

: This I recommend to paintef! 

need I add, — to orators ? ■ — : I thin 

for untcfs they praftife it,— they mull fi^ 
their nofes. 

So much for Corporal Trim's body ar 
~ he held the fermon lofely, not c 



TRISTRAM SHANDY, Gent. 14$ 
idience, ready to aid the fentimenti in cafe it 
1 in need. 

n-poral Trim's eyes and the mnfcles of his 
were in full harmony with the other parts of 

• ^he looked frank, — unconftrained,—^ 

thing afluredj — but not bordering upon afTu- 

t. 

ct not the critic alk how Corporal Trim 

d come by all this ; I have told him it (hall 

Kplained ;■ ■ " b ut fo he flood before my fa- 

I my unde Toby, and Dr. Slop, fo fway- 

us body, fo contrafled his limbs, and with 
. an oratorical fweep throughout the whole 
re, a flatuary might have modelled from it ; — 
, I doubt whether the oldefl Fellow of a col- 
, — or the Hebrew ProfefTor himfelf, could 
: much mended it. 
'rim made a bow, and read as follows : 



The SERMON. 
Hebrcws xiii. 18. 
^For Hve trttfl we have agddd Confcience.*^'^-^ 

rRufl ! ^Thifl we havea good Con- 
fcience !** 
Certainly Trim, quoth my father, intcrruptkig 
1, you pve that fentcnce a very improper ac- 
t : for you curl up your nofc, man, and reji J 
ith fuch a fneering tone, as if the Parfon wa* 
ig to abufe the Apoftle* 
le is, an* plcafc your Honour, replied Trim, 
A ! faid my-^f^her, fmiling. 
lir, quoth Dr.f Slop, Trim is certainly in the 
Voh. II. G v!igj\f^ 
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jight i for the writer^ (who I perceive 
leuant) by the fnappilh manner in vn 
takes up the Apoftle, is certainly going 
liim^— if this treatmcQt of hhn has no 
already. But from whence, replied m 
have you concluded fo foon, Dr- Slop, 
writer is of our Church ?-^for aught 1 

yet^^'^-he might be of any church : 

aQfwered Dr. Slop, if he was of ours, 

DO more take fuch a licence,— *th an a be 

beard If, in our commuaionj Si 



was to infult au Apofile, — a faint,- 
pairing of a faint's nsdl, — he would hav< 
fcratched out.-^What, by the faint ? ( 
uncle Toby. No i replied Dr, Slop^-! 
have an old boufe over his head- Pray 
quifition an anticnt building, anfwered 
Toby, or is it a modern one ?— I know 
of archite^ure, replied Dr< Slop. - — * -> i^ 
your Honours, quoth Trim, the Inqu 
the vilert — Prkhee fpare thy deferipdoi 
I hate the very name of it, faid my fat! 
No matter for that, anfwered Dr. Slop, 
its ufes I for tho' I am no advocate for 
fuch cafes as this, he would foon be tat 
ter manners ; and I can tell him, if he 
at that rate, would be flung into the h 
for his pains, God help him tht^n, q 
unde Toby. Amen, added Trim j for, 
above knows^ I have a poor brother ^ 
been fourteen years a captive in it.^— *- 
heard one word of it before, faid my unc 

VtoAilv « ■ . .l-Tnur rnmp he there. 'Trim 
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:o laft fome day when I am working be- 
our fortification j— — but the ftiort of 
Is this : — ^That my brother Tom went 
vant to Lifl>on,«—and then married a 
m, who kept a (mall (hop, and fold 
wrhich, fome how or other, was the 
is being taken in the middle of th6 
)f his bed, where he was lying with 
id two (mall children, and (farried di- 
le inquUition ; where, God help him. 
Trim, fetching a (igh from the bot- 
heart,— — the poor honeft lad lies con- 
is hour ; 'he was as honeft a foul, 
a, (pulling out his handkerchief" ) as e- 
warmed.— — 

——The ' tears trickfcd- down Trim's 
er than he cduld vrcRy^ipt them away : 
A dead filence in the rooni" enfued for- 
tes.— Certain proof of pity ! 
Trim, quoth my father, after he faw 
tllow's grief hiadgot a little ' vent,—— 
nd put this melahdic5yilory out of thy 
-I grieve that I inter^P*^. thee ; 
: begin the fcrmbn 'a^aih ^— ^for if* the 
:e in it is matter of abufe, as thou fay*. 
; a great 'defire to know what kind of 
1 the Apoftle has pvetl. 
1 Trhh wiped his face, and returning 
jrchief m'to his pockety" and making a 
did it, he began again.]. ' . ', 

' . i y ..." ... I- ,• .: 'i • 

:! •-. ■'•■ ^.:./c -:■ : - ; 

:(.. ...■•. .M-v .■"[:■ 
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The SERMON. 

HEBREWS Xlil. t8. 

For wc^ruji W€ have a^cd Cmfcu 

^ 'T^Ruft ! truft we "have a good coi 
** J^ Surely if there is any thing ir 
** which a raaa may depend upon, am 
** knowledge of which he is capable o: 
^^^ upon the moll indifputabJc evidence, 1 
** this very thing, wh^her he has a g 
** fcience or no-" 
XI am pofitive I am rlght^ quoth Dr, 
*' If a maa thinks at all, he cannot - 
^' ftranger to the true ftatc of this accoi 
muft be ^fivy to liis own rhoughts 
iires i^— he muft remember his paft 
and know certainly the true fprings 
tives which, in general^ have govern* 
" tions of his life." 

£1 dcfyHm, without an aflifhmt, q 
£lop-] 

*' In other matters we may be dd 
*^ falfe appearances ; and as the Wife fi 
** plains J hardly do we guefs aright at i 
^* that are upc^ the earth, and with labc 
** find the things that arc before ug- | 
" the mind has all the evidence and fa^ 
*' herfelf ;^^— ^is confdous of the web 

^' wove ; knows its texture and fine: 

■** the exaft fharc which every pafllon h 
'* working upon the feveral defign5 wh: 
^ '* or vice has planned before her/' 



.«< 



«i 



TRISTRAW SHANDY, Gent- ^491 

The language is good, and I declare Trim 
s very well, quoth my father.] 

Now, - as confcience is nothing elfe bur 
le knowledge which the !miod has within 
erfelf of this ; and the judgment, either of 
^probation or cenfur^, whicn it nnavoidably" 
takes upon the fucceffive actions of our lives v 

is plain, you will fay, from the very terms 
f the propofition,— whenever this inward tef- 
cnony goes againfl a man, and he ftands felf- 
icufed,— that he jnuft neceflarily be a guilty 
tan.-^'— And, on the contrary, when the re-* 
Drt is favourable on h|5 iide,: and his heart 
>ndemns him not ;^*-that it is not a matter of 
nil, as the ApoiUe intimates, bat a matter of 
atainty and fa£t, that the ccnfcience is good, 
3d that the man muft be good alfo." 
rhen the ApofUe ia altogether in the wrong, 
>pofe, quoth Dr. Slop, and the Proteftant di- 

is in the right. Sir, have patience, reply- 
ay father, for I think it will prefently appear 
St. Paul and the Proteftant divine are both 
m opinion -As nearly fo, quoth Dr. 

), as Eaft is to Weft ;■— but this, continued 
lifting both hands, comes from the liberty of 
prefs. 

: is no more, at the worft, replied my uncle 
ly, than ihe liberty of the pulpit j for it does 
appear that the fermon is printed, or ever like 
)e. 

Jo on, 'Trim, quoth my father. 
^ At firft fight this may feem to be a true 
late of the cafe ; and I make no doubt but 
he knowledge of right and wrong is fo truly 
nprefled upon the mind of man, that did 
io fuch thing ever happen, «s that the con-> 

G-3 <* te!W» 
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** fdcncc of a man, by long habits of lift, 

'* (as the fcripture alTurcs it may) iofcnfit 

** come hard ; ■ ■ anj^ like fome tend< 

*' of his body, by much flrefs and cc 

*' hard ufage, lofe, by degrees, that nij 

*t and perception with wliich God and 

** endowed it. Did this never happea |- 

*' or was it certaiii that felf-love conid 

•* hang the leall bias upon the judgmeni 

« or that the little interefls below, coi 

^' and perplex the faculties of oar u| 

** gions, and encompafs them about with 



-Could 



M and thick darkflefs 

**■ thing as faroar and affe^on enter this 

*• Court : -Did Wit difdaln tc 

** bribe in it j or was aihamed to fliew 
«* as an advocate for atj unwarrantable 

<* ment- Or, laflly, were We a JTu re 

** INTEREST flood always unconcerned 

*^ the caufe Ti^as hearings ^and that P. 

'* never got into the Jutigmem-feat, ai 
■• nounced fentencc in the flead of Ri 
•* which is fuppofed always to pre fide anc 

*f mine npon the cafe. — Was this t 

** as the obje^ion muft fuppofe ; * nc 
'* then the religious and moral ft ate of 
** would be exaiftly what he himftlf eftee 

■* -and the guilt or innocence o 

'* man's life could be known, in general, 
*' better meafure, than the degrees of 1: 
" approljation and cenfure- 

** I own, in one caic, whenever a mai 
** fcience does accufe him, — ^ - ^as it feldi 

'f on that fide) that he is guilty ; m 

** lefs in melancholy and hypochondriac 
** we may fafely pro noun t*ft upon ■ it,— 
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there are always fufficicnt grounds for the ac- 
' cufation, 
^ But the convcrfe of the propofition will not 

' hold true j ^namely, that whenever 

' there is a guilt the confcience muft accufe ; 
* and if it does not, that a man is therefore in- 

^ floccnt, ^This is not faft : — '• — So that 

the common confblation, which ibme good 
f^uiftlan or other is hourly adminiflerlng to 

xSWelf,- that he tlianks God his mind 

cloes not miigive him ; and that, confequently, 
lie has a good confcience, becaufe hef has a 
- c]inet one,— ^sfiaJladous;—*-and as current 
98 the inference is, and as infallible as the rule 
^^ppears at firft fight, yet, when you look near- 
er to it, and try the truth of this rule upon 

plain fafts, you fee it Eable to lb much 

«rror from a falfe application i the prin- 
ciple upon which it goes fo often perverted j 
—the whple force of it loft, and (bmetimes 
ib vilely caft away, that it is painful to produce 
the common examples from human life which 
confirm the account. 

** t ' A man fhall be vicious and utterly de- 
bauched in his principles j—— exception- 
able in his conduft to the world 5-— —(hall live 
fliamelefs, — in the open commiffion of a fin 
which no reafon or pretence can juftify j— 
a fin, by which, contrary to all the workings 
of humanity, he ihall ruin for ever the de- 
; luded partner of his guilt 5 — —rob her of h«r 
beft dowry 5 and not only cover her own 

' head with diihonour, but involve a whole 

^ virtuous family in fliame and forrow for her 

' fake. Surely, you will think confcience 

^ mull lead fuch a man a troublefom^^^ \ — ^-- 
G 4 '^ V%. 
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'* he can have no reft night or day from 
** proaches. 

** Alas f CoNsciEKCE had (bmtthing 
^* do, all this time, than break in upon ii 
<* as Elijah reproached the God of Baalj— 
** domelHck God was either talking, or pv 
*' or was on a journey, or peradventore I 
*' and could not be awoke. 

" Perhaps He was gone out in compat 
«' Honour to. fight a duel j — to pay of 
** debt at play ; — or dirty annuity, the 1 
" of his lull: Perhaps Conscilnce: 
<^ time was engaged at home talking loud 
•* petty larceny, and executing vengeanc 
** fome fuch puny crimes as his fortui 
^^ rank in life fecured him againfl all ten 
'' of committing ; fo that he lives as mer 
[if he was of our church, though, que 
Slop, he could not] - " fleep as found) 
a bed 5— —and at lail meets death as 
** cernedly ;—— perhaps much more fo 
** much better man." 

[All this is impo/Tible with us, quoth Di 

ttirning to my father, the cafe coi 

happen in our Church. It happens i 

however, replied my father, but too ofte 
I own, quoth Dr. Slop, (ftruck a little v 
father's frank acknowledgemcBt) — that a 
the Romifti Church may live as badly ;- 
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[umph ! — ^faid my uncle Toby, — though not ac-- 
!nted as a note of acquiefcence,— -but as an in- 
rjedlion of that particular fpedes of furprife^ 
hen a man, in looking into, a drawer^ finds 
lore of a thing than he cxpefted.—— Humph I 
jplied my uncle Toby.. Dr.. Slop,, who had anj 
ir, undcrftood my uncle Toby as well, as if he 
ad wrote a whole^ volume ^ainil the feven fa- 

raments.. ^Humph ! replied* Dr. Slop^ 

[Rating my uncle Toby's argument over again to 

im) Why,. Sir, ar-e there not feven- cardinal 

irtoes ? S even mortal, fins ? ■ ' S even gd- 
en> candlcflicks ? S even heavens ? ■■ " Tis 
lore than. I know^. r^pBed'nqr uncle Toby— • 
j-e. there not fcven wondcK of the world ?— 
2ven days ofthe creation?— —Seven- planets. ?;: 

-Seven plagues ?. That there are, quoth 

y father,, with a^ moft affefted gravity. But 
•itbee,. continued be,; go on.with thcjeft ^of.thy^. 
iara£lers,.,Trimr3* 

** Another is^fordldi unmerciful,' (here Trim ^ 

waved his right . hand) - a .fi;rak-hearted, ^ felfifh > 

wretch,^ incapable- either of private, friend&ip • 

or public fpirk.. Take notice, bow he paJdes- 

the widow/ and orphan- in their diftrefe,^ and^ 

' fees all the mi&riest incident ta human life. 

without a^ figfa . or a prayer /'—£ And pleafe '. 

our hours,., cried Trim,^ L think thk is a.viler.> 

aan than the othcnj' 

** Shall not con&ence rife up and fHag^ him;^ 
f onfuch'occafions ??— No;, thank God there 
' is no occaCoOcj,. J.pay every- ma^ his owo-jr^I • 
f have no foTnicatioa to.anfwer to my Confci-* 
I ence ;— nofaithlefs vows^ or promifes tOrmal^Cv 
^ ' up ;— -I have detiauched no man'S wife or child : . 
* liiankGod^ J am not as other men^ adulterers,. 

G 5 • ^^:\»i^> 
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*• unjaft, or cyen as this libertiBe, who ftanJ* 
** before mc, 

** A third is crafty and defigomg In his namrd 
*< View his whole life ; ■ 'tis nothing but a 
** cunning contexture of dark arts and iincqui* 
»' tabic lubterftigcs, bafely to defeat the true in- 11 
** tent of all laws, — plain dealing and the fafe 
*• enjfjymcnt of our feveraJ properties— ^Yo*i 
** wiU fee foch a otic working out a frame of li(' 
*< tie deftgns upon the ignorance and perplesi' 
**' ties of the poor and needy man j^lhall raifc 
" a fortune Opon the inexperience of a youthj 
** or the unfuipefting temper of his friend who 
*' wonld have trulicd him with his life. 

" When old age comes on, and Repeit- 
" TAnce calls him to look back upon this black 
** account, and flate it over again with his Conr 
** fclence—^CoK SCIENCE looks into the STi- 

'* TUTEs at Large j finds no exprefs la^ 

** broken by what he has done j — perceives no 
*• penalty pr forfeiture of goods and chattels in* 
*' curred | — fees po fcourge waving over his 
''head, or prifon opening its gates upon hinij 
*' What is there to affright his Con- 

*• fciencc ?— Confcicnce has got fafely 

'• entrenched behind the Letter of the Law \ 
*' fits t^icrc invulnerable, fortified with CASES 

'« and REPORTS fo ftrongly on all fides, • 

" that it is not preaching can di^oflefS' it of its 
" hold." 

[Here Corporal Trim and my-mde Toby ex- 
changed looks with each others ■ A y^» 
—aye. Trim! quoth my uncle Toby,^fhaking his 
head,^— -^thefc are butfoity-fortificatiOfts, TYini, 
— — Ql very poor works^ anfwercd'Trim, fo 
what^our ^oootir and I make of it ■ T he 

charadcr 
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arafter of this laft man, faid Dr. Slop, inter- 
pting Trim, is more deteftable than all the reft i 
•and feems to have been taken frop fome pet- 
ogging Lawyer amongft you :— — Amongft 

a man's confdence could not poflibly condnue 
long blinded ;'— three times in a year, at leaft, 

muil go to confeffion. Will that reftore it to 
;ht, quoth my unde Toby?— Go on, Trim„ 
oth my father, or Obadiah will have got back 
Fore thou haft got to the end of thy iermon 5— 
; a very fliort one, replied Trim.— —I wifh it 
IS longer, quoth my uncle Toby, for I like it 
gdy.— Trim went on.] 

** A fourth man fliall want even this^ refuge ^ 
— —(hall break through all this ceremony of 
flow chicane 5— Scorns the doubtful workings 
of fecret plots and cautious trains to bring a- 
bout his purpofe : ■ S ee the bare-faced vil- 
lain, how he cheats, lies, perjures, robs> 
murders— Horrid ! ■ B ut indeed much 
better was not to be expefted, in the prefent 
cafe^— the poor man was in the dark !— his 
prieft had got the keeping of his confdence ; 
—and all. he would let him know of it, was. 
That he muft believe in the Pope;— go to 
mafs ;— crofs himfelf ; — tell his beads;— be a 
good Catholic, and that this, in all confdence, 
was enough to carry him to heaven. What 
— ;-4f he perjures \ * * W hy 5 — ^he had 
a mental refervation in it. ■ >' B ut if he is fo 
wicked and abandoned a wretch as you" repre- 
fent him ; if he robs,— if he ftabsi— will ^^^ 
conference, on every fuch aft, i^eceive a wound 
itfelf ? Aye,— but. the man has carried it ta 
confeflion .—the wound digefts there, and, will 
do well enough, and in a ihbrt time be quite 

"healed 
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«« healed up by abfolution. O Popery 
«* haft thou to anfwer for ?-;— when, not 
'' with the too many natnral and fatal 
<« through which the heart of man is ev 
«* thus treacherous? to itfelf above all thinj 
«* thou haft wilfully fet open this wide 
'* deceit before the face of this unwary ti 
«' too apt, God knows, to go aftray of 1 
** and confidently (peak peace to himfel 
«* there is no peace. 

•' Of thb the common inftanccs whicl 
** drawn out of life, are too notorious tc 
^* much evidence. If any man doubts 
*' lity of them, or thinks it impoffible fc 
•* to be fuch a bubble to himfelf,— I mi 
** him a moment to his own refleftions, 
** then venture to truft my appeal wth 
*' htaft. 

*« Let him coniider in how different j 
^* of deteftation, numbers of wicked aftic 
** there, though equally bad and vicious 
'* own natures ; — ^he will foon find t 
*' of them, as ftrong inclination and cuft 
*• prompted him to commit, are { 
<* dreffed out and painted with all the fa 
*' ties, which a loft and a flattering h 
** give them: ■ and that the others, 1 
* ' he feels no propenfity, appear, at one 
•* and deformed, furrounded with all 
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** to have loved and honoured, fell to make way 
" for his luft.— where confdence had fo much 
*' greater reafbn to take the alarm, his heart 
*• unote him not. A whole year had almoft 
** pafled from the firft commiflion of that crime, 
'' to the dme Nathan was fent to reprove him ; 
*' and we read not once of the leaft (brrow or 
^ compun£lion of heart which he teftified, du- 
'* ring all that time, for what he had done. 

** Thus confcience, this once able monitor,— 
« placed on high as a judge within us, and in* 
«< tended by our Maker as a juft and equitable 
f* one too, — ^by an unhappy train of caufes and 
t* impediments takes often fuch imperfedt cogni- 
«< zance of \ii:hat pafles,-— does its office fo negli- 
«« gently, — fometimes fo corruptly, — that it is not 
«' to be trufted alone; and therefore we Hnd 
«* there is a neceffity, an abfolute neceffity of 
<< joining another piinciple with it to aid, if not 
*« govern, its determinations. 

•* So that if you would form a juft judgment 
€* of what is of infinite importance to you not 
<« to be mifled in, — namely, in what degree of 
<' real merit you ftand either as an honeft man, 
«* an ufeful dtizen, a faithful fubjeft to your 
<* King, or a good fervant to your God,— — 

«• call in religion and morality. Look, 

•* ——What IS written in the law^ of God? 
«* H ow readeft thou ? C on- 

« fult calm reafon and the unchangeable obli- 
<• gations of juftice and truth;— -what fay 
«« they? 

** Let Conscience determine the matter up- 
** on thefe report^;— and then if thy heart con- 
^ demos thee notj^ which is the cafe the Apoftle 

** fuppofcs^ 





fe, — the rule wUl be infaMlble, {here 
** L r. Slop fell m£lecf>) thou wilt have confidence 
** towards God i — that is, have juft grounds to 
*• bdiere ihe jadgmeot thou haft pall upon thy- 
<* feJf, is the judgment of God ; and nothing 
•' die bat 30 antidp.^tion of that righteous fen* 
** teuce which will be pronounced upon ihe& 
■' hereaher by that B^g, to whom thou an 6- 
*' oalif to pve an account of thy affions. 

•* BielTed Is the man> indeed then, as the aa- 
•• thor of the book of Eccleiiaftkus expreffes it, 
»' who is not pricked with the multitude of his 
<* fms: Blelfed is the man whofc heart hath not 
<* condemned him j whether he be rich, or whe^ 
<* iher he be poor, if he have a good heart, {& 
* * heart thus guided atid informed) he ftiaJI at all 
*' times rejoice in a chcarful countenance i his 
'* mmd flialltell him more than feven watch-men ' 
'* that iit above upon a tower on high p ^ 

[A tower has no ftrength, quoth my uncle To- 
by > unlefs 'tis flanked] "In the darkeft doubts 
«< it (hall condi^ him fafer than a thpufand car 
<« fuifts, and giv^ the flate he Mv^s in a better fe^ 
** curity for his behaviour than ^ the claoies and 
<* rcftriftions put together,, which law*maker6 
«* are forced to multiply :■— Forced, , I fa,y, as 
<' things fland; human laws not being a matter 
** of original choice, but of pure ncceffity^ 
<* brought in to fence againft the mifchievous cf- 
** fefts of thofe confciences which are no law 
«* unto themfelves j well iatending,, by the ma- 
*' ny provifions made,,— that in all fuch corrupt 
*^ and mifguided cafes, where principles ,and the 
** checks of confcience will not make us igpright, 
** —to fupply their force, and, by the tejrrocsof 
** gaols and halters, oblige us to it.'* 

[I fee. 
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'I fee plainly, faid my father, that this fer- 
Q has been compofed to be preached at the 

tnple,— or at fome Aflize. I like the 

(bning,— and am forry that Dr. Slop has fallen 
lep before the time of his conviftion 5 — for it 
ow dear, that the Parfon, as I thought at firft, 
^er infulted St. taul in the leaft; — nor has 
re been, brother, the leaft difference between 
m. ■ A great matter, if they had difiered, 
•lied my uncle Toby, — the beft friends in the 
rid may differ fometimes. — ^True,— brother 
»by, quoth my father, fhaking hands with 
a,— we*ll fill our pipes, brother, and then 
im fhall go on. 

Well,— what d(7ft thou think of it ? faid my 
her, {peaking to Corporal Trim, as he reached 

tobacco-box. 

I think, anfwered the Corporal, that the fe- 
1 watch-men upo6 the tower, who, I fuppofe, 
! all cendnels there,— are more, an* pleafe your 
>nour, than were necefTary 5— and, to go on at 
It rate, would. harrafs a regiment all to pieces, 
lich <i commanding ofBcer, who loves his men, 
U never do, if he can help it; becaufe two cen- 
els, added the Corporal, are as good as twen- 

■ >■ I have beeai a commanding ofHcer myfelf 
the Corps de Garde a hundred times, continu- 

Trim, rifing an inch higher in his figure, as 

{poke,— and all the time I had the honour to 
ve his Majefty Bang William, in relieving the 
y{i coniiderable pofts, I never left more than 
o in my life. ■ V ery right. Trim, quoth 

f -uncle Toby 5«— but you do not cqnfider, 
rim, that the towers, in Solomon's days, were 
t fuch things aS'Our- baftions, flanked and de- 
adcd by other works 5— -this. Trim, was an in- 

vendoo 



the Corps de Garde, fet there, not only t 
out, but to defend it. — ^They could be no 
an' pleafe your Honour, than a Corporal's 
My father fmiled inwardly, — ^h 
outwardly ;~ the fubjcft between my uncle 
and Corporal Trim being rather too feriou 
fidering what had happened, to make a j 
———So putting his pipe into his i 
which he had juft lighted,— —he contentc 
fclf with ordering Trim lo read on. Kc r 
as follows :3 

** To have the fear of God bcfwe o« 
and, in our mutual dealings^ith each 
to govern our anions by the eternal m 
of right and wrong:— ^The 6rft o 
will comprehend the duties of relive 
the fecond,. thoie of mor^dity,, which 
infeparably connected together^ that y< 
not divide thefe two tables, even In in 
tion, (though the attempt is often miade i 
tice) without breaking and mutually defl 
them both. 
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*' pickrn of his moral charaftcr, — or imagine he 
'• was not confcientioufly juft and fcrupulous to 
'• the uttermoft mite. 

'* When there is fomc appearance that it is fo, 
•' — though one is unwilling even to fufpeft the 
*' appearance of fo amiable a virtue as moral ho» 
•• nefty, yet were we to look into the grounds of 
*< it^ in the prefent cafe, I am perfuaded we 
•' (hould find little reafon to envy fuch a one the 
•* honour of his motive. 

•' Let him declaim as pompoufly as Tie choofcs 
'* upon the iubjeft, it will be found to reft upon 
*' no other foundation than either his intereft, 
" his pride, his eafe, or fome little and change- 
'' able paffion as will give us but fmall depend- 
*• cncc upon his aftions in matters of great 
•' ftrefs. 

** 1 will illuftrate this by an example. 

" I know the banker I deal with, or the phy- 
'* fician I ufually call in [there is no need, cried 
Dr. Slop, (waking) to call in any phyfician in this 
cafe] to be neither of them men of much relipon : 
" I hear them make a jcft of it every day, and 
^* treat all its fanftions with fb much fcorn, as to 
" put the matter part doubt. Well j— not- 
'* withftanding this, I put my fortune into the 
»* hands of the one ; — ^and, what is dearer ftill 
^* to nae, I truft my life to the honeft fkiU of the 
^* other. 

*' Now, let me examine what is my reafon for 
f* this great confidence.— Why, in the firft place, 
»' I believe there is no probability that either of 
^« them will employ the power I put into their 
^* hands to my difadvantage 5— I confider that 
** honefty ferves the purpofes of this life : ■■ I 
" know their fuccefs in the world depends upon 



thi^ 
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** the falrnds of thdr charafters. -h ^ 

•* word, ! am pcrfaaded that they caiioot 

** hurt me, without hurtiog chemfclves morCi 

" But put U otherwife, uamely, that inieitft 
** lay, for once, on the oth<;r iide -, that a caft 
'* ihould happen, wherein the one, without ftak 
« to his reputation, could Iccrete my fortimc, 
** and leai-^ me naked to the world j — or that the 
*' other coald fend me out of it^ and enjoy aa 
" cOate by my death, without diihoaour to him- 

'* felf or his art; In this c^, what 

" hold have I of either of them ?— Religion, the 
' * ftrongcfl of all motives^ is out of the queftion 
<« *-^*iP-Intereftj the next moft powerful motiTC 
'* ia the world, is OrongJy againll me :— What 
'* have I kft to caft into the oppofite fcale to ba- 
*' lance this temptation ?•*— Alas ! I have nothing, 
*' — nothing bat what is lighter than a bubble^, 
" ■ I muft lay at ihe mercy of Ho : our, or 
" fome fuch capricious principle, — Strait fcciirity 

** for two of my moft valuable bk flings ! mj 

*' property and my Ufcp 

" As, therefore, we can have no dependence 
*• upon pwrafity without religion 5-— fo, on the 
*' other hand, there is nothing better to be ex- 
** pefted from religion without morality ;— oe- 
'* verthelefs, 'tis no prodigy to fee a man whofe 
*' real moral charadler ftands very low, who yet 
** entertains the higheft notion of himfelf, in the 
'* light of a religious man. 

" He (hall not only be covetous, revengeful, 
** implacable,— but even wanting in points of 
** common honefty; yet, inafmuch as he talks 
** aloud againft the infidelity of the age,— is 
** zealous for fome points of religion,— goes 

M twice 
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'* twice a day to church, attends the facraments, 
*' and amufes hunfelf with a few inilrumental 
•* parts of religion, fliall cheat his confcience int© 
*• a judgment that, for this, he is a religious 
*' man, and has difcharged truly his duty to 
V God: And you vdll find that fuch a man, 
•* thro' force of this delufion, generally looks 
«• down with fpiritual pride upon every other 
** man who has lefs aiFeftation of piety, though, 
'' perhaps, ten times more moral honefly than 
« hhnfelf. 

•• This likevdie it a fore evil under the fun j 
" and I believe there is no one miflaken princi* 
** pie, which, for its time, has wrought more 

*' ferious nufchiefs. For a general proof of 

'* this,— —examine the hiftory of the Romifli 

** Church; [Well, what can you make of 

" thkt, cried Dr. Slop ?] fee what fcenes of 

** cruelty, murders, rapines, blood-flied, [They 
** may thank their own obftinacy, cried Dr. 
'* Slop] have all been fanftified by a religion not 
'* ftriftly governed by morality. 

** Inhow many kingdoms of the world, [Here 
Trim kept waving his rigjjit hand from the fer- 
mon to the extent of his arm, returning it back- 
wards and forwards to the conclufion of the pa- 
ragraph.] 

*' In how many kingdoms of the world has 
^* the crufading fword of this mifguidcd faint cr- 
** rant Ipared neither age, or merit, or fex, of 
** condition?-^ — and, as he fought under the 
'* banners of a religion which fet him loofe from 
*' juftice and humanity, he (hewed none ; mer- 
•' cilcfsly trampled upon both, — heard neither 
•• the cries of the unfortunate, nor pitied their 
" diftreffcs. 

[I have 



\ 
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[1 have been in many a battle, an' 
your honour, quoth Trim^ fighiug^ but 
m fo mcUncholy 4 one as this> — ^ I wo 
have drawn a trigger in it, again il thd 
fuuls, — to have been made a general 08 
Why, what do you ujidornand of the 
laid Dr. Slop, looking towaj ds Trim wit] 
thing more contempt than ihe Cori>oral's 

heart dt-fer\-ed. ^What do you 

fiend, about this battle you talk of? 

Know, replied Trim, that 1 never refufet 
icr in my life to any man who cried out 
^^but to a ^^^uman or a child, contiouec 
before I would level my mufkct at tliem, ] 

Jofe my life a thoufand times- h 

crown for thee, Trim, to drink with Obs 
night, quoth my Uncle Toby, and I'll gi' 
liiah anothor too, ' - God blefs yea 

nour, replied Trim, —I had rather the 

women and children had it* Thou 

honefl fellow, quoth my uncie Toby,- 

thcr nodded his head, — ^as much aa to & 
tnd fo he Is- — 

But prkhee, Tiim, faid my father, n: 
end, — for I fee thou hall but a leaf 
kft- 

Cgrporal Trim read on, 

*' If the tcftimony of paft centuries In t: 
V ter is not fiifficient, Confidcr, at this 
•* how the votaiies of that religion are ev 
*' thinking to do fervice and honour to C 
'* aflions which arc a difhonour and fca 
" themfelvcs. 

•* To be convinced of this, go with d 
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{God help my poor brother Tom] Behold 

** ReligioDt with Mercy and Jufticc chained 

** down under her feet, there fitting 

^* ghaftly upon a black tribunal, propped up 
** with racks and inftruments of torment. Hark ! 
«< hark ! what a piteous groan ! [Here 

Trim's face turned as pale as afhes] See the me- 

" lancholy wretch who uttered it [Here the 

tears began to trickle down]juft brought forth to 
** undergo the anguifh of a mock trial, and en- 
*' dure the iitmoft pains that a ftudied fyilem of 

** cruelty has been able to invent. [D — n 

them all, quoth Trim, his colour returning into 

his face as red as hloodj Behold this helplefs 

" vi£Um delivered up to his tormentors, his 

** body fo wafted with Ibrrow and confinement, 
— — [Oh ! 'tis my brother, cried poor Trim 
in a moft paffiotiate exclamation, dropping his 
fermon upon the ground, and clapping tus hands 

together 1 fear 'tis poor Tom. My father's 

and my uncle Toby's hearts yearned with fympa- 

thy upon the poor fellow's diftrefs, even Slop 

himfelf acknowledged pity for him.— ^ — 7- Why, 
Trim, faid my father, this is not a hiftory, — 'tis 
a fermon thou art reading j — prithee begin the 

fentence again.] — Behold this helplefs 

*^ vidtim delivered up to his tormentors, his bo- 
** dy fo wafted with forrow and confinement, 
«« you will fee every nerve and mufcle as it fuf- 
«: fer«. 

,' *< Obfei^ve the Jaft movement of that horrid 
^^ en^ne ! [I would rather face a cannon, quoth 

Trim, ftamping.] S^e what copvulfions it has 

'* thrown him into ! — Confider the nature of the 
^ pofture in which he now lies ftretched,— what 

exquifite 



kills la 111 1 v/i Lugcuy wiiv,iv, Aiijr y\JK^i uixji 

is. I tell thee. Trim, again, qaoth m 
'tis not an hiftorical account, — 'tis a dc 
'Tis only a defcription, honeft man, qiw 

there's not a word of truth in it. Th 

ther ftory, replied my father. — How< 
Trim reads it with fo much concern^ — 'ti 
to force him to go on with it.— Give tan 
the fermon, Trim, — ^I'li finifti it for t 
thou mayeft go. I muft ftay and hear it 
plied Trim, if your honour 'wUl aUo^ 
though I would not read it niyfelf for a i 
pay. ■ P oor 1 rim ! quoth . my micl 
My father went on. 

" — — Confider the nature of the p< 
** which he now lies ftretched, — what 
** torture he endures by it !— Tls all m 
« bear!— Good Godf See how it- k 
« weary foul hanging upon his tremM 
" wilKng to take its leave, — ;but not fui 

** depart! Behold the unhappy wr^ 

« back to his cell! [Then, thank God 
ver, quoth Trim, they have not killed 
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[Then, thank God,— *— He iir. dead, qnoth 
Trim,— he is out of his pain, — and they have 
done their worft at him. — O Sirs ! — Hold your 
peace. Trim, faid-my father, going on with the 
fermcHi, left Trim fliould incenfe Dr. Slop,— we 
fliall never have done at this rate.] 

*• The fureft way to try the merit of any dit 
** puted nodon is to trace down the confequcnces 
** fuch a notion has produced, and compare them 
•* with the fpirit of chriftianity ; — 'tis the fliort 
** afkd dedfive rule which our Saviour hath left 
'* us, for thefe and fuch like -cafes, and it is 

^* worth a thoufand arguments, By their 

** fruits ye fliall know them. 

«* I will add no farther to the length of this 
*' iermon, than, by two or three fliort and inde- 
•* pendent rules deducible from it. 

** Firft, Whenever a man talks loudly againft 
** religion, — always -fufpeft that it is not his rea- 
" fon, but his pafTions which have got the bet- 
'* tcr of his Cre E D. A bad life and a good be- 
'* lief are difagreeable and troublefome neigh- 
*' hours, and were they feparate, depend upon 
" it, 'tis for no other caufe but quietnefs fake. 

** Secondly, When a man, thus reprefented, 

*• tells you in any particular inftance, That 

" fuch a thing goes againft his confcience, — al- 
" ways believe he means exadlly the fame thing, 
** as when he tells you fuch a thing goes againft 
** his ftomach ; — a prefent want of appetite being 
*' generally the true caufe of both. 

" In a word, — truft that man in nothing, who 
** has not a confcience in every thing. 

«« A^d, in your own cafe, remember this plain 
** diftinftion, a miftake in which has ruined 
** thoufands,— that your confcience is not a law : 

—No, 



«' already written. 
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{Qontinudiion o/K:tiA^. XVII.) 

-1 hou haft >ead the fermon extremely "ivcft, 

, xjiioth my father. If he had fpared 

)mmen\s, replied Dr. Slop, he would have 
it much betCbr, I fhould have read it teft 

better, Sir, anfwered Trim, but that my 

was fo full. That was the very 

n, Trim, replied my father, which has 
J thee read the fermon as weli as thou haft 
5 and if the clergy of our chturch, continued 
tther, addreffing himfelfto Dr.Slopi would 
part in what they deliver, as deeply as this 

fellow has done, — as their compofitions 
ine, (I deny it, quoth Dr. Slop,) I maintain 
lat the eloquence 6f our pulpits, with fuch 

fts to inflame k, ^ would be a model for 

v^hole world : — But alasl continued my fai- 

and I own it, Sir, with fotrow, that, like , 
ch politicians in this rfcfpeft, Vhat thdy gain / 

e cabinet, rhey 4ofe in Ae ^el<J.- 

tre ^ pky, quoth tny -uncle, that this fhould 
ft. 1 like the fermon well, replied my fa- 
*— 'tis dramatic, — and tlie^ is 'femething in 
way of writing-, wlien (kHfuUy managed, 

h catches the atteritioiK -: We preach 

1 in that way with us, faid Dr- Slop, — •. — ^I 

V that very well, faid my father, but in 1 

and manner which difgufted Dr. Slpp, full a« 
hi as his a(rent> Amply, could have pleafed 

But in this:, added Dr. Slop, ^ Jktle 

ed, our fermons ha\*e greatly the adv^- 

t that we never introduce any charafter inK^;^ 
I below a patriarch or a pattiaiccVC'i viA^^ ox ^ 



vinus, laid my tatber, to relolve the leco 
fion : — ^Thc firft, I think, is not fo difl 
for unlcis my judgment greatly deceives 
know the author, for 'tis wrote, certainlj 
parfon of the paiifli. 

The fimilitude of the ftile and mann< 
with thofe my father conflantly had hearc 
ed in his pariih-church, was the grout 

conjefture, proving it as ftrongly, as 

ment a priori, could prove fuch a thing 
lofbphic mind, 1 hat it was Yorick's and 

elfe > It was proved to be fb a p 

the day after, when Torick fent a ler\'a 
uncle Toby*s houfe to enquire after it. 

It feems that Yorkk, who was inquiii 
all kinds of knowledge, had borrowed St 
my uncle Toby, and had carelefsly po 
iermon, as foon as he had made it, into 
die of Stevinus ; and by an aft of forgetfi 
which he was ever fubjeft, he had fent 
home, and his fermon to keep him com[ 

Ill-fated ftrmon ! Thou wail loft, a 
reroverv of thee, a ffccAii] rime, firnnned 
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parfon, loft for ever to thy own, the re- 
nder of his days, — nor reftored to his reftlefs 
NEs till tliis very moment, that I tell the 
Id the ftory. 

laa the reader believe, that this fermon of 
ick's was preached at anaffize in the cathedral 
fork, before a rhoufand witnefles, ready to 
oath of it, by a certain prebendary of that 
ch, and adluaJly printed by him When he 
done, — and withii\ fo fhort a fpace as two 

; and three months after Yorick's death 

ck, indeed, was ne^xT better fcrved in his 

but it was a little hard to maltreat him after, 
jlunder him after he was laid in his grave. 
>wever, as the gentleman, who did k, was 
rfeft charity with Yorjck, - and, in corifci- 
aftice, printed but a few copies to give away 5 
i that, I am told, he co'Jld moreover have 

as good a one himfelf, had he thought fit. 
— I declare I would not have publiftied triis 

iote to the world : nor do I publifh it 

an intent to hurt his charafter and advance- • 

in the church : I leave that to others .; 

t I find myfelf impelled by two rcalbns, 

1 1 canndt withftand. 

le firft is, That, in doing juftice, I may 

reft to Yorick^s ghoft •, which as the 

ry people, — and fome others believe,— — 

ralks. 

le fecond reafon is, Thitf, by l^ymg op'eh 

lory to the world, I gam an opportunity of 

ling it* I'hat in cafe the char&fter 

fon Yorlck, and this fample 6i his fertnons 
;d, — that there are now in the pofFeiBoii of 
landy family, as many as will make a hand- 
voltme, at the world's ferv'ice,— and much 
liay they do it- 

II 2 e\\^^^. 



It is now proper, I think, quoth Dr 
(clearing up his looks) as we are in a cone 
be of fome fervice to Mrs. Shandy, to : 
ftairs to know how fhe goes on. 

I have ordered, anfwered my father, 
midwife to come down to us upon the lej 

culty ; for you muft know, Dr. Slop 

nued my father, 'with b. perplexed kk 
fmlle upon his countenance, that by expr 
ty, folemnly ratified between mc and n 
you are no more than an auxiliary in th 
— ^nd not fo much as that, — unlefs the 1 
mother of a midwife above ftairs cannot c 

>out you. Wdmen have their p; 

fancies, .and in points of this nature, a 
my father, where they bear the whole 
and fulFer fo much acute pain for the ac 
of our families, and the good of the fped 
they claim a right of deciding, en Soven 
whofe hands, and in what fafhion, they c 
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ge this prerogative with them, and give up 

other rights in lieu of it. I know not, . 

h my father, anfwcring a little too teftily, 
; quite difp^ffionate in what he faid, — I know 
quoth he, what we have left to give up, in 
of who fhall bring our children into the 
d, — unlefs that— of who fhall beget them. 
One would almoft give up any tjiing, re- 
I Dr. Slop. — I beg your pardon,— anfwcred 

uncle I oby. Sir, replied L?r. Slop, it 

Id aftonilh you to know what improvements 
have made of late years in all branches of 
ttrical knowledge, but particularly in that 
fingle point of the fafe and expcditibus ex-. 
ion of the foetus,— which has received fuchv 
s, that, for my part, (holding up his hands) 
clare I wonder how the world has— I wifli, 
h my uncle Toby, you had ieen what prodt^- 
s armies we had in Flanders. 



C H A P» XIX. 

lave dropped the curt^n over this fccnc forr 
minute, — ta remind you of one thing, — and 
form you of another. 

That I have to inform you, comes, I own, a 
out of its due courfe — for it fhould have 
told a hundred and fifty pages ago, but that ' 
refew then, 'twould come in pat hereafter, 
be of n»ce advantage here than' ^liewhere 
-Writers had need look before them to keep 
lie ipirii and connection of what they have iar 
'• 

fbta thefe two things are done, — the' curtain 
H3 /hall 



LiicicLUy — yuu was icu, i uiiuji., luio ;i 
(and I am fure I faid as much) that my 
a gentleman altogether as odd and w! 
fifty other opinions. In truth, there 
itage in the life of man, from the very : 
his begetting, — down to the lean and 
j>;V'^taloon in his fecond childiihnefsj t 
iome favourite notion to himfelf^ fpring 
it, as fceptical, and^is far out of the hi 
th'mking, as theft two which have 
plained* 

— — - Mr. Shaody, my father. Sir, ' 
nothing in the light in which others 
^— he placed things in his own light ;- 
weigh nothing in common fcales 5 — ^noj 
too refined a refearcher to lay open to (i 

impofition. To come at the exaft 

things in the fcientific fteel-yard, the ful 
would fay, fhould be almoft invifihle, 
all fri^ion from popular tenets ^ — ^wii 

tH« iTiinntiQ> nf nKilninnhv. "whirh flmnl 
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nn of her well as inevitably by a miftake in the 
aft of a butterfly's wing, — as In the difk of the 
n, the moon, and all the ftars of heaven put 
jgether. 

He would often lament that it was for want of 
mfidering this properly, and of applying it fkil- 
illy to civil matters, as well as to fpcculative 
uths, that fo many things in this world were 
It of joint: — that the political arch was giving 
ay — and that the very foundations of our excel- 
nt conftitution, in church and ftate, were fo 
ipped, as eftimators had reported. 

You cry out,^e would fay, we are a ruinedj 
tidone people— Why? — he would afk, making 
fe of the forites or fyllogifmof Zeno and Chry- 
ppus, without knowing it belonged to them.— 
CEy ? why are we a ruined people ? — Becaufe 
'c are corrupted. — Whence is it, dear Sir, that 

>n are corrupted ? Becaufe we are needy 5— 

ir poverty, and not our wills, confent. And 

hcrefore, he would add,-— are we needy ?^ 

rom the negleft, he would anfwer, of our pence- 

id our halfpence ; -Our bank notes. Sir, 

iir guineas, — nay our Shillings, take care f 
icmfelves. 

'Tis the fame, he would fay, throughout the 

hole circle of the /ciences; the great, the 

!bblifhed points of them, are not to be broke 

1 upon. The laws of nature will defend 

lemfelves; but error (he would add, 

loking earnefMy at my mother) error. Sir,, 

"eeps in through the minute-holes, 9^d finall 
levicesy which human nature leaves unguarded... 

This turn of thinking in my father, is what I 

id to remind you of: The point you arc 

^ K 4. to- 
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brains- — thcQ Certes the foul does not inha- 
bit there. Q^K 1). 

As for that certain very thin, fubtile> aod ve- 
ry fragrant juice "which Coglioniifimo Borri, the 
great MUaaeie phyfidan^ arfErms, in a letter to 
liartholinei to hare difcovered in the cellulx of 
the occipital piirts of the cerebcUnm, and which 
he likcwlfc affirms to be the principal feat of the 
rtafbnable foul (for, you m^ft koowj in tbefe 
latt«r and more enlightened ages, there are two 
ibtils in every man living, the one, accord- 
ing to the great Methcglingius, being called the 

Animus, the other the Anima) ; as for this 

opinion, I iay of Borri> — my father could never 
fubfcribc to it by any mtans ; the very idea of fo 
Doble, fo refined, fo inunatcrial, and fo exalt- 
ed a being as the Auima, or even the Anim% 
raking crp her refidence, and fitting dabbling, 
like a tadpole, all day long, both lummer and 

winter, in a puddle, or in a liquid of any 

l.ind, how thick or thin^ focver, he would fay, 
ihucked his imaginations \ he would fcrace give 
the doOrrine a hearing. 

What, therefore^ fecmed the leafl liable to 
objections of any, was, that theiphief fenforium, 
or ht ad-qnarters of the foul, and to which place 
M intelligences were rcfeiTe-d, nnd from whence 

ail her mandates we^e iilued, wasm> or near^ 

the cerebellum, or rather fome-where about the 
medulla oblongata, wherein it was generally a- 
;^retd by Dut.:h anatomiAs, that all the minute 
nerves from all the organs of the feven fenfes 
roncentered, like flreets and winding alleys, inta 
a fquare. 

So far there was nothing fmgular in my father*& 
opinion, — '—he had the beft of philofophers, of 

all 
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all ages and climates, to go along with him.- 

But here he took a. read of his own, 

fbtting up another Shandean hypothefiii upon thefe 

corner-ftones they had laid for him ;- 

andwhichfaid hypothefis equally flood its ground j< 
whether the fubtilty and finenefs of the foul de- 
pended upon the temperature and cleamefs of the-' 
fakl liquor, or of the finer net-work and texture 
in thfe cerebellum idelf ;^ which opimon he fa-- 
vonred. 

He maintained^ that next to the due care to be 
taked in the adl of propagation^ x>f each* individual, . 
which required all the thought in the world, as 
it laid the foundation of this incomprehenfible ' 
contexture, in* which witj memory, fancy, elo- 
quence, and what is. ufualiy meant by tiie name 

of good natural partSy do conilft ^ that next 

to this,, and his Chriftian-name, .which were the - 
two original and moft eiHcacious caufes of all ;:% 
that the third caufe, or rather what lo- 
gicians call the Caufa iine qua non, and without . 
which all that was done was of no manner of* 
fignifitance, — ^was the prefervationof this delicate 
and fine-fpun web^ from the havock which was 
gjuieraily made in it by the -violent t:ompreffion and<> 
crufh which the head was made to undergo, by 
the nonfenfjcal method, of bringing us into thei^r 
world by that part foremoft; ^ 

This requires explanation.' ^ 

My father, who dipped into all kinds' of Booksi r . 
upon looking into Lithopedas Senoneiis de Partu 
diffidhf, pubMied by.Adrianus.Smelvogtj had 

found 

*' The author is hirt twice miftaktn^-f-^^for 
Hthoj^dusJhQu^dbt wrote tiui^ :LttioJl>adi Senon^ 



A 



pone acting perpendiculariy upon it y 

happened that in' 49 inftances out of 50, 
head*was comprefled and naoulded into ti 
of an oblong conical piece of dough, fu 
paftry-cook generally roHs itp in ©rder to 
pyc of. ———Good God ! cried my 
what havock and deftroftion niuft' this 
the infinitely fiiic and tender textnre of tl 
bethun !*T-Or if there isfnch ajoice as^ B< 

tends, 18 it not enough te Bxake ttee 

liquor in^ the world both feculent and hk> 
But how great was h» appreheniion, "^ 
further under Aood, that this force, z&m 
the very vertex of the head, not oidy inji 
brain itielf or cerebrum, — hiit that it nc 
fqueezed and' propelled the cerebruHvtow 
o^rebelhim, which was the iaimcdiate fej 

onderAanding. Angels and min 

grace defend us ! * cried my father, 

foul.withft^nd • this Ihock ?- ;- — ^No 



en/!s lecfi. The fecond mi/lake //, thnt thi 
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the intelkftual web is fo rent and tattered as we 
fee it ; ami that fo many of our beft heads are no 
better than a puzzled' (kein of filk, — all perplexi- 
ty, — all confufionr within fide. * 

But when my father read on and was let into 
the fecrct, that wheik ar drild was turned^ topfy- 
turvy, which was eafy for an operator to do, and 
Mras extrafted by the feet ;-^that inftead of the 
cerebrum being propelled towards the cerebel- 
1pm, the cerebellum, on the contrary, was pro- 
pelled fimply towards the cerebrum where it 
Gould do no manner of hurt.< By Hea- 
vens J cried he, the world is in a confpiracy to 

drive out what little wit God has given us, 

and the profeflbrs of the obftetnek art are lifted 

into the fame confpiracy. What is it to 

me which end of my fon comes ferem^ into the 
world, provided all goes right after, and his ce- 
rebellum efcapes uncrufiied i. 

It is the nature, of an hypothefts, when once a 
man has conceived it that it ailimilates every 
thing to itfelf as proper nourifilment ; and from 
the f rft moment of your begetting it, it gene- 
rally grows the ftrooger by every thing you fee, 
tear, read, or underftand. This is of great ufe. 

When; my father was gone with this about a 
month, there was fcarce a phenomenon of ilu- 
pidity or of genius, which he could not readil]( 
feive by it -,-— . — ^it accounted for the eldcft fon 

being the greateft blockhead in the family. 

Igoor Devil, he would fay,-.-— be made way for 
the capacity of > his. }<Dunger brothers,— It unrid- 
dled the obfervation of drivellers and monftrous 
heads,— (hewing, a priori, it could not be other- 
vok, ■ -. ■■ unlcfs ***'^ I don't know what. It 

wonderfully 



i 



wonderfully explained and accounted ior tki- 
cumcn of the Afmtick genius, and that fprighl^ 
lier tuin^ and a more pcuiLtraung inHiition of 
minds, in warmer cEmates j nut fi*>m the looii: 
and common-place jolution of ar dearer iky, nd 

a more- perpetual fan-iiiine, &c* -which, for 

a light TJsrc know, might as well ranfy and dike 
the tacolties of the Jbu! into nothing by one ex- 
treme, — as they are condenfed in colder climaics 

by the other | but he traced the affair up to 

its fpring-head j ihewed that, in wanner 

climates Nattxrc had laid a lighter tax upon tlie 

faircft parts of the ereatJOQ v their pkahires 

more \ -the i»eccflity of their paios Ids, info*- 

much that the preafure and refinance upon the 
vertex was fo flight that the whole organization 
of the cerebellum was prcferved ; ■ ntyj 

he did not believe, in natural biiths, that fo much 
as a fmgle thread of the net-M^ork was broke or 
difplaced, — fo that the fouL might juft aft as flie 
liked. 

When my father had get fo far,^^ — : what 

a blaze of light did the accounts of the Gefereao- 
feftion, and of the towering geniufes,, wjio had 
come fafe into the world by it, caft upon thishy- 
pothefis ? — Here you fee, he would fay,— -there 
was no injury done to the cenforium ^r^no pref- 
fure of the head againft the pelvis ; . no propol- 
fion of the cerebrum towards the cerebellum, — 
cither by the os pubis on this fide, or the os cox- 
cygis on that— and, pray, what were the happj. 
confequences ? Why, S'w,. your JuKus Ciefar, 
who gave the operation a name ;— and your Her- 
mes Trifmegiftus, who was born fo before ever 
the operation had a name 5 your Scipio Africanusfv 
you Manlius Tor^^uatus •, oxsx'L^^ajt^Alw^ CvYLth^, 
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10, had he lived, would have done the fame 

ir to the hypothefis : ^Thefe, and 

more, who figured high in the annals of 
— all came fide-way. Sir, mto the world, 
is incifion of the abdomen and uterus, ran 

t weeks together in my father's head ^^ 

d read and was fatisfied that wounds in the 
[Irium, and thofc in the matrix, were not 

il fo that the belly of the mother 

: be opened extremely well to dve a paffagc 

; child. He mentioned the thing one 

.oon to my mother, — ^merely ^s a matter of 
— ^but feeing her turn as pale as afhes at the 
mention of it, as much as the operation 

ed his hopes he thought it as well to fay 

Dre of it, contenting himfelf with ad- 

g— what he thought was to no purpofe to 
•fc. : 

is was my father Mr. Shandy's hypothefis j 
rning which I have only to add, that my 
er Bobby did as great^honour to it (whate- 
; did to the family) as any one of the great 
s we fpoke of : • — For happening not 

be chrifiened, as I told you, but to be 
too, when my father was at Epfom— being 
>ver my mother's firft child, — coming into 

orld with its head foremoft, and turning 

ftcrwards a lad of wonderful flow parts— 
ther fpelt all thefe together into his opinion ; 
s he had failed at one end,— rhe was deter- 

1 to try the other. 

is was not to be expefted from one of the 
hood, who arc not eafily to be put out of 
way, and was therefore one of my fa- 
great reafons in favour of a man of fcience, 
I he could better dealwith*. 



rt4 The Li Ft antf Op i n ro k s of 

Of all men in the world, Dr. Slop was the 

fitteft for my fathcr*s pnrpoie ; fur thougH 

his new invented forceps was the armour he had 
provc^i and what he maintained, to be the fafefl 
mftrunicnt of deliv erance,^yet it fccms, he had 
Icattered a word or two m his book, in farour of 
the very thing which ran in my father^s fancy [ 
^— — though not with a view to the foul's good in 
extrafting by the feet, as was my father's iyfleei; 
— but for reafotis merely obfletricaL 

This will nccount for the coalition Betwixt my 
father and Dr. Sop, la the enfuing difcourft, , 
whkh went a litrk hard again ft my uncle Toby* 
In what manner a plain man, with no- 
thing but common fen ft, could bear itp againft 

rwo iuch allies in fcience, is hard to con- 

oeiv e ■ Tou^ may^ eonjedlore upon it, it 

yoo pleafe, — —and whilft your imagination' is iiv 
motion, ydu may encourage it to go on, and dif-- 
oovcr by what caufes and eiFefts in nature it 
could come to pafs, that my uncle Tobjr-.got^his 
modefty by the wound he received upon Ma 
groin.' You may raife a fyffem to account 

for the lofs-of'my nofe by marriage articles, 

and fhew the world how it could happen, that I 
« fhould have the misfortune to be called TRIS- 
T R A M, in oppofition to my father's hypothe- 
fis, and the wifh of the whole family, God-fa- 
thers and God-mothers not excepted. Thefe, 

with fifty other points left yet unravelled,' your 

may endeavour to folve if you have time ; • 

btit I tell you before-hand it will be in vairi^-- — • 
for not the . fage AJquife, the ■ magician -in" Doir 
Bellianis of Greece, nor the no lefs famous Ur- 
ganda, the fbrcerefs his. wife, (were they a- 

live) 
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flve) could pretend to come within a league of the 
truth. 

The reader will be content to w^t for a full 
explanation of thefe- matters till the next year, — 
when aferics of thinQ;swill be laid open which 
&e littl% expels. 



END of the Second Volvme. 
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CHAP. I. 

" TWifti, Dr. Slop,", quoth my u&cle 

J_ Toby (repeiiting his wiftv for Dn 
Slop a fecond time, and \^ith a degree of more 
2eal and earneftnefs in his manner of wifiung^ 
ttian he had wifhed it at firft ♦) — " I wjfli Dr. 
** Slop," quoth my uncle Toby^ " you had fcen 
** what prodigious armies we had in Flanders." 

My uncle Toby's wifh did Dr. Slop a diflervicc 
Mrhich his heart never intended any man, - ■ 
Sir, it confounded bim — —and thcircby patting 

his 

• Vk^. Vol. II. p. 173, 



( 









' 5 - 

force o) 



li, r-r -"c zinj Triijicd at, initantly 
cpcQ r-j leg; — 2Z.1 wxih the wiiber fo 
rtr-im, oc pretrr neir the iame valw 
lir.c-g the icoxint cpoa the fpot, yc 
yo J were— nav, ibmetiiiies gain the ad 
!r.e arrack by ir. 

1 Lis will be fully illuftrated to the 
my chapter of wifhes. — 

Cr. Slop did not anderftand the natu 

defence : he was puzzled ynth it, a 

an entire ftop tp the dUpute for four mil 

a half J five had been fatal to it 

father faw the danger the difpute 

()f the moil intereAiHg difputes in th 
" Whether the child of his prayers ai 
vours fhould be born without a head 

one ;" ^he waited to the laft n: 

nllow Tr. Slop, in whofe behalf the ^ 
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Ac brafs nails upcaa the arm of his chair - 

my father thought there was no time to be loft 
with my uncle Toby, fo took up the difcourie as 
follows. 



w 



CHAP. II. 

HAT prodigpbns armies you had 
in Flanders." 

Brother Toby, replied iiM|father, taking his 
«^ig from off his head witTOis right hand, and 
^ith his left pulling out a ftriped India handker- 
chief from his right coat pocket, in order to rub 
Kis head, as he argued the point with my uncle 
XToby. . 

■> * Now, in this I think my father was 
much to bkme •, and I will give you my reafons 
For it. 

Matters of no more feoning confequence iti 
themfelves than, ** Whether my father fhould 
have taken off his vng with his right hand or with 
his left,"^-have divided the greateft kingdoms, 
and made the crowns' of the monarchs, who go- 
verned them, to totter upon their heads. — But 
need I tell you. Sir, that the circumftances, with 
which every thing in this world is begirt, give c- 

Yery thing in this world its fixe and fhape ; 

and by tightening it, or relaxing it, this way or 
that, make the thing to be, what it is — great— 
litde — good — bad — indifferent or not indifferent, 
juft as the cafe happens. 

As my father's India handkerchief was in his 
right coat pocket, he fhould by no means have 
iii&red his right hand to have got engaged : on 
Hccontrsuj^ in/lead of takmg off Yk\%NN\^^*>a^ 



pocKci; ana laKcn n oui j— wnicn nc migi 
done without any violence, or the leaft u 
f q1 twiA in any one tendon or muicle of hi 
body. 

In this cafe^ (unl^ indeed my father h; 
refolved to make Aool of himfelf by 
the wig ftiff in his left haiidr*-or by maJkii 
nonfenfical angle or other at his elbow ji 
arm pit) his whok attitude had been a 
natural — unforced : Reynolds himfelf, a 
and gracefully as he paints, might have 
him as he iat. 

Now, as my father managed this matt< 
confider what a devil of a ^ure my fatb 
of himfelf 

—In the latter end of Queen Anne's rd 
in the beginning of the reign of King Gee 

firft <« Coat pockets were cut v 

down in the fkirt%" I need fay no more«- 
ther of miichief, had he been hanuneria 
jnonth, could not have contrived a ^orfe 
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your oppofite coat pocket. In the year, one 

thoufand feven hundred and eigHteen^ when this 
happened^ it was extremely difficult ; {o that 
Vhen nay uncle Toby difcovered the tranfverfe 
*ig-^^ggery of my father's approaches towards 
it, it inftantly brought into his mind thofe he had 
done duty in, before the gate of St» Nicolas; — 
the idea of which drew on his attention fo entire- 
ly from the fubjeA ia,<lebate, that he had got his 
rig^c hand. to the bell to ring up Trimi to go and 
fietch his map of Namur, and his compafles and 
fi^or along with it, to meaTure the., returning 
anj^es of the traverfes of that attack,— ^but par« 
ticularly of that one, where he received his wound 
upon his groin^ 

My father knit his brows, and as he knit 
them, all the bl(;x>d of his body Teemed to rufh 

in his face: my uncle Toby difinpunted imme* 

diately..^ 

— I did not appr^Hend your uncle was on 
horfeback* ■ »■ » — • 



. e H A P. tVi 

ManV body and his fiiind, witk the . ut^* 
— 1-4 J ^9^ reverence to both I fp^aki^r, ^e ex- 

aftl7 iike a jerkin, and a jerkin's lining ; 

rumple the one, — you rumple the other. There 
is one certain fexception however in this cafe, 
and that is, -when you are fo fortunate ^ fellow, 
asto h;^vb |iad ypiir jerkin made pJF a gumptafFeta, 
and the' body-lining to if, pf a farqenet or tliin 
jorJkn j ' . , ■ ] ■ . 
. Zeno, Cleanihes, Diogenes Babyloni^s^livotc^* 
UosHerac/eotes, Antipatcr, "Paaaui^^ ^isi^^oSi- 
VoL III. I ^Ksd^% 



ft94 ^Thc tiTE and Opinions 1^ 

dortiui atmongfl tiic Creek^ ; — Caro and Vorro mi 
iSeneca amongft the Romans; — Pantenus ind Clc- 
m^osAlcxandrinus and Montaigne amongft the 
Chrifliamv and a fcorc and a half of good ho- 
neft, umKnklng, Sliandean people' as ever L'vdj 
whofc natnes 1 cannot recoiled, — uU pretended 
that their jerkins were made after this fafhion, 
— yon might have rumpled and crumpled, and 
doubled and creafed^ and frtttcd and fridged the 
ontlides' of th^m fill to places j In fhort, jp^m 
might haTTi- played the yery DevU with thcm> ' 
knd at the iame tinie,'nbt^onc of the infides of 
them v^ould have been one button the worfc, 
for all you had done to them, 

I believe in my oonfcience that mine is i^ade 
up {bmewhat after this fort ": —for ncvier |x>bf jcr- 
Idn has been tickled' off, at'fhch 3 rate as itlrai 
been thet la ft nine months together^ — ^and yet I 
declare the lining to itj— as far as I ^p*a judge 
of the matter, is not athreei-penny piece ^t 

worfe s pell mdl, heiter (tetter^ ding dong, 

cut and thrnflj back ftroke and fore ftroke, Mt 
way and long way, have they been trimming it 
for me : — had there beea^ the lead gumminefs la 
my lining^by heaven ! it had all pf it long ^gf> 
been frayed and fretted to a thr^id> J . 

• You Mertrs^ the monthly Rerlewe*^)^ 

how Cotild you cut and flafh my jerkin as 'you 
did ?— how did you know but you Would cut my 
lining too ? 

Heartily and from my foul, to the protc<5Hoa 
of that Being who will injure noh^ of us, do I 
recommend you and yotir affairs,— fd 'God bleft 
you j — only next month, if arjy of you' flit^flli 
-gnarti his teeth, and ftorirt and r^ge at 'me", ^ 
ibme of you did la ft Mat, (in which I reiqcin- 
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r the weather was very hot)— don't be exafpe* 
»d, if I pafs it by again with go6d temper,-— 
ing determined as long as I live or writl^ 
hich in my cafe means the feme thing) never 
give the honeft Gentleman a worfe word or i 
)rfe wifli than my uncle Toby gave the fly 
lich buz2*d about his noCe all dinner time, — 

Go, — go, poor deidl," qUoth he, ** get 

thee gone, — why fliould I hurt thee ? 1 hli 
world is lurely wide enough to hold both thee 
and me." 



CHAP. V. 

k NY man. Madam, reafoning upwards, 
jL and obferving the prodigious fufFufion of 
od in my father's countenance;*^— by means of 
ich, (as all the blood in his body feemed to 
h np into his face, as I told jx)u) he muft 
re reddened, piftorically and fcicntiritically 
aking, fix whole tints and a half, if not n 
I oftavo above bis natural colour — any mih, 
dam^ but my uncle Toby, who had obfervcd 
i, together with the violent knitting of my 
icr*s brows, and the extravagant contortion 
his body duriiig the whole affair,—' — would 
^c concluded my father in a rage ; and taking 
t for granted, — had he been a lover of fiich 
d of concord which ariies from two fuch 
Tuments being put into exafl tune, — he would 
lantly have (krewed up Ws to the fame pitch j 
ind then the Devil and all had broke loofe — 
: whoife piece, mddam, muft have been played 
like the fixth of Avifon Scarlatti — con fu- 
,— like «iad — Grant me paffeftce !^ — What 
I 2 \j^ 



my father angry and blamed him too. 
ck Toby blamed nothing bat the taylor 
the pocket-bole i — fo fining ftill, till m 
had got his handkerchief out of it, and 
all the time np in his face with inexpreffi 
will— my father at length went on as foU 



CHAP. VI. 



WHAT prodigjloas an 
hadinFkmdersr 
Brother Toby^ quoth my 



do believe thee to be as honeft a man, a] 
as good and as upright a heart as e^ 

created ; nor is it thy fault, if all tl 

dren which have been, may, can, fhall, 
ought to be begotten, come with the 
foremoft into the world ;— — ^but, belie 
dear Toby, the accidents which unavoidal 
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w o'days, brother, than in times paft ? Bro- 

r Toby, anfwcred my father, if a child was 

fairly begot, and born alive, and healthy, 

I the mother did well after it, our fore- 

lers never looked further.— —My uncle Toby 
antly withdrew his hand from off my father's 
re, reclined his body gently back in his chair, 
ed his head till he could jnft fee the corni(h 
the room, and then directing the buccinatory 
(cles along his cheeks, and the orbicular 
fclcs around his lips to do thtir duty — he* 
iftled lallabullcro. 



CHAP. VII. 

VHILST my uncle Toby was whiftling 
LillabuUero to my father, ^Dr. Slop- 

8 Aamping, and curfing and damning at Oba-> 

h at a moft dreadful rate 5 it would have- 

le your heart good, and cured you. Sir, for 
T,' of the vile fin of fwearing to have heard 

!• ^I am determined therefore to relate the 

lole affair to you. 

When Dr. Slop's maid delivered the green 
ze bag with her mafter's inftruments in it, 
Obadiah, (he very fenfibly exhorted him to 
t his head and one arm through the ftrings, 
i ride with it flung acrofs his body : fo undo* 
; the bow-knot, to lengthen the ftrings for 
II, without any more ado, flie helped him on 
th it. However, as this in fome meafure, un- 
arded the mouth of the bag, left any thing 
Hild bolt out in galloping back at the fpeed 
Kidiah threatened, they confulted to take it off 
ua j and in the great care and cau&oiv ol ^€a 
I 3 Vtaxxav 



intended ; but was no remedy againA I 
which neither he or /he forefaw. Tl 
ments^ it reen:>Sy as tight a§ the bag w 
bove, had fy much room to play in it^ 
the bottom, the ftiape of the (bag bei 
cal) that Obadiah could not make a tr 
but with fuch a terrible jingle, what 
tire-tefe, forceps and fquirt, as would 1 
eoowgh, had Hymen been taking a jj 
^vay, to have frightened him out of the 
but when Obadiah accelerated this mol 
from a plain trot aflayed to prick his co; 
into a full gallop — by heaven \ Sir, — t 
was incredible. 

As Obadiah had a wife %ad three 
■ ■ ■ The turpitude of fbmicati 

tlie many other political ill cpniequencc 
jingling, never once entered his brajm,- 
he had however his obje£tion> which cai 
to^im&lf« and weighed with him, as it 
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CHAR VIII. 



AS Oi^adiah loved wind mufick preferably to* 
all the ^rumental mufick he carried with 
him, he fvery , confideratcly fet his imagina- 
tion to work, to contrive and to invent by what 
means he (hould put himfclf in a condition of 
enjoying it. 

In all diftrefles (except mufical) where fmall 
cords are wanted, — nothing is fo apt to enter a 

qian's head, as his. hat-band : the philofo- 

phy of this is {o near the furface—- 1 icorn to- 
enter into it. 

As Obadiah*s was a mixed cafe, — mark. Sirs, 

1 fay, a 'mixed cafej for it was obftetrical, 

— ^fcriptical, — fquirtical, papiftical, — and as far 
^ the coach-horfe was concerned in it, — cabal- 

liftical — and only partly mufical j Obadiah 

made no fcruple of av^ing himfelf of the firft 

expedient which offered 5 fo taking hold of 

the bag and inftruments, and griping them hard 
together with one hand, and with the finger and* 
thumb of the other, putting the end of the 
hat-band betwixt his teeth, and then flipping \ 
his hand down to the middle of it, — he titd and 
crofs-tied them all faft together from one end to • 
the other (as you would cord a trunk) with fuch 
a multiplicity of round-abouts and intricate crofs . 
turns, with a hard knot at every interfcftion or 
gomt wJiere the ftrmgs met,— thatDr. Slop muft' 
1.4 >KK^^ 



This anfwercd ^,5adiah had done a 
iiit^nicd ; but ' .,g great fpccd the gc 
\/hiih neither j,iii)^s proper, who w 
tutiiss. It kc /jyjjf remaining in his 
bovc, had ^ . 'j^,^, Wbuld have carri- 
the botto- ;.;«other, madam, had bee 
ca!) that '^ ^^^ green bag infallil 

^•:"' X*'. >ty knots. Sport of 

tirc-te* y^^in Shandy ! that thou an 
*^**' A /had that trial been made 

•yay ^.: -^^ fifty to one but it had, 

'*>"^ i-*;<been (6 deprefled (at leaft 

K^ of thy noie) as they have 1 

i^'^y fortunes of thy houfc and tht 

^^jing them, which have fo oftei 

ifj^xcs in the courie of thy lifi 

i^ fa often, fo ve\atioufly, fo tame 

l<^y abandoned— as thou haft h 

k<*J^thcm ! — but it is over, — all 1 

^^^ them, which cannot be pven 

'•'•"^'jilll am got out into the world. 



frc 
in 

V 
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tad not done till the difpute with my uncle To^ 
»y about midwifery put him in mind of it)— 

he very fame thought occurred * Tis God's- 

oercy, quoth he, (to himielf) that Mrs. Shandy 
las had fo bad a time of it,— elfe (he might have 
>een brought to bed {even times told, before 
me half of thefe knots could have got un* 

icd — '- But here, you muft diftinguifh — 

iie thought floated oialy im Dn Slop's mind, 
without &1 or ballad to it, as a fimple propo- 
fition} nullions of which, as-your worflup knows, 
me every day fwinmiiiig quietly in the middle of 
Ae thin-juice of a man's underftanding, withour 
being carried backwards or forwards, till fome 
kttle gufls- of paffion or intereft. driveithem to 
one fide^u 

A fuddbn trampling in the room above near 
my mother's bed, did. the propoiition the very 
fervice I am fpeaUng of. By all that's unfortiT— 
nate, quoth Dr. Slop, unlefs I make hafte, the. 
thing wilI.aAuaUy befall me as itis.. 



C H A P. X. 



IN the caft of knots, by .wWchj in- Ae^firfti 
place, I would notj be underftood to. mean 
[>-knots,*^beeaufe in the courie ofi my life and 
opinioos, — my opiniona concerning them will 
come -in more properly, when* I mention the ca-*- 
laftropbe of my gneat uncle Mr. Hammond. 
Shand/^— a iittk man, — but of bigj:i ^^SiON \— V^^ 

15^ tuSM;a^^ 



^2 The LTfi ^d OFiNimcrof 

ruihc J iuto tUe duke of Monmouth^s affair ;— 
^pfi (ecoadly, ii* this place, do I mtjin that Ii 
particular fpecies of knots, called bow-knots; I) 
—there is fo little addrels^ or flallj or padenccj 
required in the unlooiing them that they arc 
below my giving any opinion at M about tbem- 
*— ^— i-Bot by the ItnotA I am fpeakmg of, may 
' it pleife your rcvereaces to believcj that 1 mean 
good* honeft, deviltfti tight, hardi-notSj made 
bona fidt^ asObadiah made his; Ln which there 
IS no quibbling provifiorr made by the duplica- 
tion and return of the two ends of the ftrmgs 
through the annulus or noofe made by the kcmi 
iiu plication of them — to get them flipped afld 
uncloEie by — I hope yoa spprchcod mc- 

In the cafe of thefe knots thtHj and of the 
feiTral obftru^ioos, vhichj may it pkafe your 
tr^'ereoces, fuch knots caft in our way in g^ttmg 
through life- — — every hafty man can whip out 

his penknife and cut through them. ' J i* 

%vrong. Believe me. Sirs, th^ moft virtuous 
way, and which both rcidbn and confcience die* 

late is ta take our teeth or our fingers la 

I hem. Dn Slop cither by extrafting his fa- 
vourite inftrument in a wrong direftion, or, by 
fome mifapplication of it, unfortunately flip- 
ping, he had formerly in a hard labour^ 
knjcked out three of the beft of his teeth,, 
with the handle of it : — he tried his fingers — 
alas ! the nails of his fijigers and thumbs vrere 
eut clofe — The deuce take it ! I c^ nfialqp 
nothing of it either, way, cried Dr. Slop -rr 
The trampUi^ a»ei^ head nc^r my mother^s 
bcdfide increaled. -^ Pox take the fellow ! I 
&^1 never get the knots uatied as Ipog as Ilive.— 

My 
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My modaer gave a groan — Lend me your pen- - 
jmife — i mufteven cut the. knots at laft — 
pugh ! — pfhaw ! — Lord ! I have cut my 
(humb quite a-crofs to the very bone — curfe 
the fello?iv — if there was not another man 
midlife, witlyn fifty miles ^^ I anj undone for 
thisbout^I wiflvthe fcoundrd hanged — I wiih 
he was fhot— I wUh aU the .deyils in hell had 
liim for a blockhead. — 

My father had a great rcfycA for Obadiab, 
and could not bear to hear him difpofed of in fuch 
ainanner-r— he.had moreover fome little refpeA for «* 
tiimfelf -r and could as illr bear- with the«indig-- 
pity offered to hii^^elf in it< 

.Had Dr. .Slop cut any p^t about bim^ .but his ^ 
ihumk^my father had pafled it by — his prudence: 
likd triumphed : as it was, ,he was detfirmioed to - 
iiaye his revenge* - 

Ismail curfes, Dr. SJop^ upon great occafions, , 
<)aoth my father^ (condoling with* him firflr upon 
U^e , accidepO a^^ bnt iq much yrafte of our 
(brengt^ ^aad ioiil's Jh^^th to no manner of 
pqrpofe r*TT^ ^ ^Y^^ ^?* .replied. Dr.. ^ Slop—* 
'J hey' are like iparrow fhot,. quoth my uncle 
Toby> (fufp^jadihg his whiflling) fired againft 
a. baiOion They ferye, . continued my fa- 
ther, ta fiir th^ humoursr^but carry off none 
of ti^*^ acrimpay : -i-: f or n>y own. part, I fel- 
dom'iweaj- or <:urfc at all >^ I hold it bad — but 
iiG J ^ ^ip^^ ^t, by f/lrpriZi?^ i 'generally retain 
jo /X]^i^;pi;efenc^ of mind (right quoth my uncle 
TobyJ^iUtq mak6 it^anlwer .my purpofe — that-is, 
liwegc on till I find myfelf eafy. - A wife and a 
IJ^^ia^n Jio^eyei; wpuld al^yays endeavour to 

r propcrtioa'. 



the greateft veneration in the world f 
gentleman, whO| in dlflruft of his own di 
in this point, fat down and compofed (ths 
leifure) fit forms of fwearing (uitable to a 
from the loweft to the higheft prov 
which could poiBbly happen to him,- 
forms being well confidered by him, ai 
moreover as he could ftand to, he kef 
ever by him on the chimney piece, wi 

reach, ready for ufe. 1 never apprc 

.replied Er. Slop, that fuch a thing vi 
thqught of, — much lefs executed. I Jx 
pardon — anfwered my father ; I was : 
though not ufmg one of them; to my 
Toby this morning whilft he poured 
tea — *tis here upon the fhelf over my h 
but if I remembo* right, -'tis too violent i 
of the thumb, :— Not at all, quoth D: 

— the devil take the fellow. Tl 

fwcred mv father, Txs much at vour lerv: 
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PHUS himfelf,— he putithito Pr. Slop's hands. 
— Dr. Slop wrapt his thumb up in the cor- 
ner of his handkerchief, and with a wry face, 
thouMi without any fiiipidon, read aloud, as 
fbUows, — ^my uncle Toby wiuftling liUatmUfifX}*, 
as loud as he could all the time« 



Textus 
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The Life aiid OpiNroN? of 



Textua de Ecdefia RofTenfi,. per ErnDlfttm, 
Epifcopum- 

CAP. XX^, 

EXCOMMUNIC A\T 1^0. 

EX au(5tdntate Fci omntpotentrSj PairiSj cr I 1 
Filii, et Sptritus f'anfti, et fauftorum o I i 
nonum^ faD^l^qiie et mtemeratae: , VirginiBii Da I I 

ill 

\i 
I 



At 'the gtnmnenefs of thi CQuftiltatwn cf di 
S^rhonne^ upon the qucjihn ^f haptlfnk^ nvai dta^ 
edhyfoine, and denied by others^ — *i'Uiaf ihagk 
proper to prmt the original of this tx^omffwnic^ 
ticn \ for the copy of ivhkh Mf\ Shandy returni 
thanks to the chapter chri of thif Jean, a fid ch^^^ 
tf Roihefli^r. 



c 

I if 



1 
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CHAP. XI. 



^ T^Y the authority of God Almighty, the 
« X3 Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, and of 
^ the holy canons, and of the undefiled Virg^ 
* Mary, mother and patronefs of our Saviour." 
[ think there is no neceffity, quoth t>r. Slpp,^ 
dropping the paper down to his knee, and ad- 

Ireffing himfelf to my father, as you have 

read it over. Sir, fo lately, to read it aloud 5— 
and as Captain Shandy feems to have no great in- 
clinadon to hear it,-^I may as well read k^ my— 
fclf. That's contrary to treaty, replied my fa- 
ther,— befides, there is fomething fo whimfic4i 
elpecially in the latter part of it, I (hould grieve 
to lofe the pleafure of a fecond reading. Dr. 
Slop did not altogether like it,- — but my uncle 
Toby offering at that inftant to give over whiff- 
ling, and read it himfelf to them j Dr. Slop> 

thought he migh^ as well read it under the cover 
of my uncle Toby's whittling, — ^as fuffer my un- 
cle Toby to read it alone; fo raifing up the 

paper to his face, and holding it quite parallel to 

it in order to hide his chagrin, he read it 

;^oud as follows^ my uncle Toby whittling 

Lillabullero, 'though not quite fo loud as before. . 



€C.Bj 



fanftorum martyrura^ et fanftorum confc 
et fanAarum virginimn, atqae omniun 
fanAomm et efcftorum Dei, — Excomi 

vel OS s 

mus, et anathematizamas huoc fureni> vi 

s 

malcfeAorem^ N. N« et a liminibus 
Dei ecclefia^ iequefirainqs et ^temis. fi 

▼el i n 

excruciandus, maacipetur^. cum. Dathan 
biram, et cum his qui dixerunt Somin 
Recede, i aobis,. fcientiam vianim tuanu 
mas: e$ ficut aqua ignis exdnguitur, Hi 

▼el coram 

guatur, lucerna ejus in fecula (eculbram nii 

n ' 

enty et ad &tirfa£tioncm veneiiti Amen.. 
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«* By the authority of God Almighty, the 
*< Father, Son, and h'oly Ghoft, and of the un- 
«« defiled Virgin Mary, mother and patronefs of 
•* our Saviour, and of all the cekftial virtues, 
*• angels, archangels, thrones, dominions, pow- 
•* crs, cherubins and fcraphins, and of all the 
«' holy p^triarchsy prophets, and of all the apof- 
«' ties and evangelifls. and of the holy innocents, 
<' vho ia the fight of the holy Lamb, are found 
*« worthy to fing the new fong of the holy mar- 
*^ tyrs and holy confeflbrs, and of the holy-vir- 
<*. gins, and of all the faints together, with the 
« holy and eleft of God.— May he," (Obadiah) 

•« be damned," (for tying thefe knots) ** We 

*< excommunicate, and anathematife him, and 
** from the threfliolds of the holy church of 
«« God Almighty we fequefter him, that he may 
'* be tormented^ difpoied and delivered over 
** vnth Dathan and Abiram, and with thofe who 
'* fay unto the Lord God, Depart from us, we 
'* deiire none of thy ways, * And as fire is 
•^ quenched with water, fo let the light of him 
*' be put out for evermore, unlefs it (hall re- 
*' pent him" (Obadiah of the knots which he 
has tied) *^ and make ratisfa(5lion" (for them). 
Amen. 

** May the Father who created man, curft 
*' him, ■ -May the Son who fufTered for us, 

** curie him. May the Koly Ghoft who was 

«* given to us in baptifm, curfe him (Obadiah.) 

" May the holy crofs, which Chrift for our 

«• falvation triumphtog over his eaemics, afcetid- 
•^ cd,wK:urfc him> 



'^v^ 
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M^edicat ilium fanfta Dei' genctrix et pcrre- 

taa Virgo Maria. Maledicat ilium fanftus Mi- 
chael, aniniarura ftiicepior facrarum, Maltill^ 

tit 
caat ilium omnes angeli et archangtll, prindpaioi , 
ct pQteHatcSj omnlfqae militia cogkfUs. 



J 



Malcdkat Ilium patriarcharmn ct prophcfi- 

rum laadabiHs Humerus. Maledkat illam func- 
tus Johannes pr^curfor ct Baptifta Chriftij ct 
fariffins Pctrusj ct fanftus Paulus, atque fan^s 
Andrcasj omnefque Chrifti apofeli, fimul n 
C^t^n difcipulij quatuor coqtic cvangeMaf, qui 
fua prar icatione muaduin univerfum convcfte- 

runt. Malcdlcat ilium cuncus martyrum ct 
confeflbrum mihficus, qui Deo bonis opcribus 
placitus inventus eft. 

Maledicant ilium facrarum virginum chori, 
quae mundi vaua caufa honoris Chrifti refpuen- 

os 

da cpntempferunt. Maledicant ilium omnes 
fan(fli qui ab initio mundi ufque in finem feculi 
Deo dilefti inveniunter. 

OS 

Maledicant ilium cceli et terra, et omnia fanfts 
in eis manentia. 

n n 

Maledi<^us fit ubicunqu^ fue^it, five in doma 

five in agro, five in via, five in femita, f\vQ ii 
filva, five in aqua, five in ecclefia. 

Malediftus fi.t vlvendo, morleado,— — 
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'* May the holy and eternal Virgin Mary, 
** mother of God, curfe him. — May St. Michael 
" the advocate of holy ibuls, curfe him. — May 
** all the angels and archangels, • principalities 
•' and powers, and all the heavenly armies, curfe 
•• him." [Our armies fwore terribly in Flanders, 
cried my uncle Toby, -but nothing to this. — For 
my own part, I could not have a heart to curfe 
my dog fo.] 

•*, May St. John the precurfor, and St. John 
'* the Baptift, and St. Peter and St. Paul, and 
** St. Andrew, and all other Chrift's'apoftlcs, 
** togeth^ curfe him. And may the reft of his 
** diudples and four evangelifts, who by their 
'* preaching converted the univerfal world, — and 
^' may the holy and wonderful company of mar- 
*• tyrs and confeflbrs who by their holy works 
*' arc found pleafmg to God Almighty, curfe 
'* him (Objidiah.) 

♦* May the holy choir of the holy virgms, 
«* who for the honour of ChrLft have defpifed 
•* the things of the world, damn him. — May 
" all the f^nts who from the beginning of the 
^ world to everlafting ages are found to be be- 
«* loved of God, damn him. — May the heavens 
•* and earth, and all the holy things remaining 
«* therein, damn him," (Obadiah) " or her," 
(or whoever elfe had a hand in tying thefe 
knots.) 

*« May he (Obadiah) be damned wherever he 
*< be^— whether in the houfe or the ftables, the 
** garden or the field, or the highway, or in the 
*' path, or in the wood, or in the water, or in 
*« the church,— May he be curfed in living, in 



ttl 




mandiicaDdo, blbendo^ cfmicado, fidcndo^ J€- 

junando, ^ormitando, donnicndoj vi^an^o, 
ambakndo, Aando^ fedcndoj jacendo, operan- 
dO| qtiklceDcIo, mingcndoj cacaado^ flcboco* 

man do* 

Malediflos fit in totjs viribus corporis* 
Maledii^ii£ fit mtus et exteiius. 
Maledi^us fit tn caplUis ; mticdi^s lit in ce^ 
rcbrop Mal€di<iius fit in verticc^ in temporibiis, 

in froute, in auritnlis, in foperciliis^ in oculist 
in genis, in maxilijSy in narlbus, in denttbus 
niordacibus, in labris five mclUbuSj in labiisj 
in gntturej in homeris, in carnis, in brachiis, m 
manibus, in digitis, in peftore, in corde, et in 
omnibus interioribus Aomacho tenus, in renibus, 
in inguinibiis, in femore, in genitalibus, in coxis, 
in genubusj, in GruribuS;^ in pedibusj, et in ungui- 
bus, ^ 



Malediftus fit in totls compagibus membrornin^ 
a Venice capitis, ufque ad plantam pedis— non fit 
in eo fanitas. 
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•' ^ying." [Here my uncle Toby taking the 
advantage of a minim In the fecond barr of his 
tunc, kept whifUing one continual note to the 
end of the fentence— Dr. Slop with his divifion 
of curies moving under him, like a running bafs 
all the way.] " May he be curfed in eating and 
•« drinking, in being hungry, in being thirfty, in 
«« failing, in fleeping, in (lumbering, in walking, 
•* in ftanding, in fitting, in lying, in working, 
«« in refting, in piffing, in ftiitting, and in blood- 
" letting/' 

** May he (Obadiah) be curfed in all the facul- 
'* ties of his body. 

** May he be curfed inwardly and outwardly. 
** —May he be curfed in the hair of his head.— - 
•« May he be curfed in his brains, and in his ver- 
" tex," (that is a fad curfe, quoth my father) in 
'' ^his temples, in his forehead, in his ears, in his 
** eye-brows, in his eyes, in his cheeks, in his 
'* jaw-bones, in his noftrils, in his foreteeth and 
** grinders, in his lip5, in his' throat, in his 
** (houlders, in his wrifts, in his arms, in his 
** hands, in his fingers. 

** May he be damned in his mouth, in his 
** breaft, in his heart and purtenance, down to 
** the very ftomach. 

** May he be curfed in his reins, and in his 
" groin," (God in heaven forbid, quoth tny un- 
cle Toby) *« in his thighs, in his genitals," 

(my father (hook his head) *' and in his hips, 
** and in his knees, his legs, and feet, and toe- 
** nails. 

'< May he be curfed in all the joints and arti- 
** culations of his members, from the top of his 
" head to the foal of his foot, may there be no 
" foundnefs ia him. 
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Makdkat ilium Chriftus Ftlius Dei ?ivi to 
fu^ majtftatis impeno- 




— ct infurgat adveiius ilium cc3elum cum omnibua 
virtutibus quae in eo movcntur ad damnanduffl 
eum, nifi penituerit et ad fatisfaftionem venerit 
Amen. Fiat, fiat. Amen, 
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" May the Son of t\Lt living God, vdth all 
•* the glory of his IVJajefty"--^ — [Here my iincle 
*Toby throwing back his head, gave a mdnftrous, 
long, loud Whew— w— ^w — ^fomething betwixt 
ihe interjeftional whittle of Hey day ! and the 

'word itfelf -__ 

"--By the golden beard of Jupiter— 

-and of Juno, (if her majefty wore one), and by 
the beards of the reft of your heathen worihips, 
which by the bye was lib fmall number, fince 
what with the beards of your celeftial gods, and 

gods aerial and aquatick, to fay nothing of 

the beards of town gods and country gods, or 
t)f the celeftial goddefles your wives, or of the 
infernal goddefles your whores and concubines, 

(that is in cafe they wore *em) all which 

beards, as \^ro tells .me, upon his word and 
nonour, when multered? ujp^tcgether, madje no 
Icfs th^ thirty thoufii^d "elFeftive beards tipon 
the pagan . eh Aulhment;^--^^-^—^-^e very beard of 
which claimed the rights aad privileges of being 
ftroked and fwbrh by, " by all thefe beards 
togetl^er th^n, — I vow and "proteft,, that of 
the two bad cartot^k^^f ain worth in the world, I 
woidd' have giveb thct, better of them,' as freely 
as* ever Cid HaWt: bjfered hls,^-^ — onfy to have 
flood by/^d^jhfearA^ my uncle Tob./s accon\- 
•jpanyment.]t ! , • ' • • 

— ~ ^^ 'Curie Mm."-— continued Dr. 

Slop,—" and .may_heaven with all the powers 
.^« which .move therein, rife up againft him, curie 
*^ 'ami^s^nn.him (Obadiah) unlefs he repent and 
*^ makp' f^tisfaftibn. Amen. Scf'bc'it, — lo be 

^ it. Atnen.** - 

»■■ .'_''■ ■ . . . '^ . *< 



The Lite anj 

1 declare, quoth my uncle 1 oby, my heart 
would aot let me curie the devil himfelf with fo 

much bkterneft* He Is the father of 

c^iries^ replied Dr. Slop. ■ S o am not I, re- 
plied my uncle. But he is curfed, afid 
damned already^ to all etemirv,^— ^-replied Dr* 

I am forry for it, quoth my uncle Toby. 

Dr. Slop drew up his mouthi and Was jufi be- 
ginning to return my uncle Toby the complijnfint 
of his Whu— u—u^-or interjeftional whjftlep— 
when the door haftily opening iij the nejtt chap* 
tftr but one— put an end to the affair. 



c H A P. xn. 

TLTOW don*t let US gjvc ourfelVes a parcel of , 
r\ airs, aad pretend that the oaths wc male 
free with in this land of liberty of ours are our 
own ; and becaufe we have the fplrit to fwcar 
t hem ,^— ^imagine that we have had the wit to 
invent them too, 

I'll undertake this moment to prove it to aoy 
man in the worlds except to a conijiileur ?— 
though 1 declare I obje<5t only to a connifTenr in 
fwearing, — as I would do to a coiinifleur in 
painting, &c* &c. the whole fet of 'em are fo 
hung round and bcfetiih'd with the bobs and 
trinkets of criticirm,^-or to drop my mctaphory 
w^hich by the bye is a pity^ — for I have fetched ^ 
as far as from the coafl of C nlnea'i-^— their 
heads, Sir, are fluck fo full of rules and com-* 
pafles, and have that eternal prop en ft ty to apply 
them upon all occafions, tliat a work of geniui 

had 
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had better go to the devil at once, than ftand to 
be pricked and tortared to death by 'em, 

And how did Garrick fpeak the folilo- 

quy laft night? Oh, againft all rule, my 

Lord— i — moft ungrammatically ! betwixt the 
fubftantive and the adjeftive, which fhould agree 
together in number, cafe and gender, he made a 
breach thus, ■ (topping, as if the point wanted 
fettling ; - and betwixt the nominative cale, 
which your lordfhip knows fhould govern the 
verb, he fufpended his voice in the epilogue a do- 
zen times, three feconds and three fifths by a 
ftop-watch, my Lord, each time. — Admirable 

grammarian ! But in fufpending his voice 

—was the fenfe fufpended likewife ? L id no 

cxpreifion of attitude or countenance fill up the 

chafm? Was the eye filent ? Did you 

narrowly look ? 1 looked only at the Hop- " 

watch, my Lord Excellent obfcrver ! 

And what of this new book the whole world 

makes fuch a rout about ? Oh ! tis out 

of all plumb, my Lord, — ^uite an irregular 
thing ! — not one of the angles at the four cor- 
ners was a right angle. 1 had my rule and 

compafles, &c. my I^ord, in my pocket. — Ex- 
cellent critic ! 

s. And for the epick poem, your lordfh'p 

bid me look at 5 —upon taking the length, breadth, 
height, and depth of it, and trying them at home 
open an exadl fcale of Boflu's —'tis out, my Lord, 

in every one of its dimenfions Admiiable con- 

opifleur ! 

And did you ftep in, to take a look at the 

grand picture, in your way back Tis 

a melancholy daub ! my lord •, not OYifc ^rvsict- 

Vol. III. K >iV^ 



the Carrachi's — or the grand coatour of 

Grant me patience, joft heai 

Of all the cants which are canted in thi 
world, — though the cant of hypocrites 
the worft,— the cantof criticifm is the ; 



mcnting 



I would go fifty miles on foot, for I 
a horfe worth riding on, to kifs the han 
man whofe generous lieart will give 'up 
of his imagination into his author's hanc! 
pleafed he knows not why, and cares n 
fore. 

Great Apollo ! if ihou art in a giving 

— give me 1 alk no more, but one 

native humour, with a (ingle fpark rf 

fire along with it and fend Mercury 

rules and compafles, if he can be fpa 
my compliments to — no matter. 

Now to any one elfe, I will und 
prove, that all the oaths and imp 
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iahd times : but, like all other copies, how in- 
£oitely fliort of the force and fpirit of the origi- 
nal ! It is thought to be no bad oath, 

^andby itfelf paffes very well— — " G— d 

damn you," Set it befide Ernulphus's 

** Goa Almighty the Father damn you, God 

the Son damn you , God the Holy Ghoft 

damn you," you fee 'tis nothing. — — 

There is ^n orientality in his, we cannot rile up 
to : befides, he is more copious in his inv^- 

tion, poflefs'd more of the excellencies of a 

fwearer, had fuch a thorough knowledge of 

the human frame, its membranes, nerves, liga- 
ments, knittings of the joints, and articulations, 
—that when Ernulphus curfed, no part efcaped 

him. *Tis tnie, there is fomething of a 

hardnefs in his manner,^.- • and, as in Michael 
Angelo, a want of grace,— but then there is fuch 
a greatnefs of gufto ! 

My father, who generally look'd upon every 
thing in a light very different from all mankind, 
—would, after all, never allow this to be an o- 

riginal. — r He confider*d rather Ernulphus's 

anathema, as an inftitute of fwearing, in which, 
as he fulpefted, upon the decline of fwearing in 
fome milder pontilicate, Ernulphus, by order cf 

■ Ac fucceeding pope, had with great learning and 
diligence colledted together all the laws of it ; — 
for the fame reafon that Jufliniun, in the decline 
of the empire, had ordered, his chancellor Tir- 
honian to coUeft the Roman or civil laws all toge- 

■ ther into one code or digeft, — left through the 
raft of time, — and the fatality of all things com- 
initted to oral tradition, they (hovild b^ Voft. \s> 
the world for ever. 

For thlsrcalbn my father -would ott xmvi^ '^^^- 



Ihort, he would add, 1 defy 

out of it. 

1 he hypothefis is, like moft o 

fingular and ingenious too ; 

any objeftion to it, but that it ove 
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B 



"less my foul !- 



trefs is ready to faint 
pains are gone,— and the drops a 

the bottle of Julap is broke, an 

cut her arm, — ^-(and I, my thu 
Slop) and the Child is where it '' 
Sufannah,-— — and the midwife ] 
wards upon the edge of the fend< 

her hip as black as your hat,^ — 

quoth Dr. Slop. — There is 
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but for it, after the reduftion of Liile, I know 
not what might have become of the garrifon of 
Ghent, in the mutiny for bread, in the year Ten 
—Nor, replied Dr. Slop (parodving my uncle 
Toby's hobby-horfical rcflcftion, though full as 

hobby-horficially himfeif ) do I know, Captain 

Shandy, what might have become of the garrifon 
above flairs, in the mutiny and confufion I find 
all things are in at prefent, but for the fubqrdi- 
narion of fingers and thumbs to ****—. — the 
application of which, Sir, under this accident 
of mine, comes in fo a propos, that, without it, 
the cut upon my thumb might have been felt by 
the Shandy famiily, as long as the Shandy fami- 
ly had a name. 

CHAP. xr«. ' 

LE T us go back to the * * * * — in the 
laft chapter. 
It is a Angular ftroke of eloquence (at leaft it 
was fo, when eloquence flourifhed at Athens 
. Rome, and would be fo now, did orators w< 
mantles) not to mention the name of a' thii _ 
when you had the thing about you, in petto, 
ready to produce, pop, in the place you want it. 
—A Icar, an axe, a fword, a pink'd-doublet, a 
ruily helmet, a pound and an half of pot-aftics 

in an urn, or a three half-penny pickle pot, 

but above all a tender infant royally accoutred. — 
Though if it was too young, and the oration as 
long as TuUy's fecond Philippick, — it muft cer- ' 

talnly have befhit the orator's mantle. 

And then again, if too old — it muft have been 

unvdeldy and incommodious to his a&vovi^ fo 

K 3 



3p 



ir has done wonders. 



it has o 



llukcs, and turned the brains, and 
principles', and unhinged the politicks 
natjotj- 

Thele feats however are not to be 
cept in thofe ftates and times, I fay, "t 
tors wore mantles, — and pretty large 
my brethren, with fome twenty or 
twenty yards of good purple, fuperfine 
oble cloth in them— with large flowing 
doubles, and in a great flile of defig 
which plainly (hews, may it pleafe your 
that the decay of eloquence, and the 1 
Jtrvice it does at prefent, both within 
out doors^ is owing to nothing elfe in t 
nit fliort coats, and the dlinie of ti 
We can conceal nothing ui 

Idam^ worth fhewing. 



r* Tjr AT* 
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he thruft his hand into the bag in order to have 
them ready to clap in, where your reverences 
took fo much notice of the * * * *, which, had 
he managed, — my uncle Toby had certainly been 
overthrown : the fentence and the argument in 
that cafe jumping clofely in one point, fo like 
the two lines which form the falient angle of a 
raveline, — Dr. Slop would never have given them 
up 5 — and my uncle Toby would as foon thought 
of flying, as taking them by force : but Dr. Slop 
fumbled fo vilely in pulling them out, it took off 
the whole efFeft, and what was a ten times worfe 
evil (for they feldom come alone in this life) in 
pulling out his forceps, his forceps unfortunately 
drew out the fquirt along with it. 
When a propofition can be taken in two fenfe$, 
' tis a law in difputation, that the refpondent 
may reply to which of the two he pleafes, or 
fmd moft convenient for him. This threw the 
advantage of the argument quite on my uncle 
Tob/s fide. " Good God !" cried my uncle 
Toby, ** are children brought into the world 
** with a fquh-t ?** 

CHAP. XVI. 

■ > T TPON my honour, Sir, you have 

L J tore every bit of the fldn quite off 
the back of both my hands with your forceps, 
cried my uncle Toby, and you have crufhed all 
my knuckles into the bargain with them, to a 

jelly. 'TIS your own fault, faid Dr. Slop, 

you (hould have clinched your two fifts together 
into the form of a child's head, as I told you, 
and fit Brm I did lb, an£vfete^ tk^ xwv'tiSR. 

K4 Tdcs^^ 



JX4I4V4.W UJ'V'll <**y \.LAl±\^ O iJWClCl — pH 

not have been a cherry-ftone th 
id Dr. Slop. I maintain it, faii 
It woi'lJ have broke the cerelx 
deed the fkuU had been as hard b 
turned it into a perfeft poffet. 
Dr. Slop, a child's head is nati 

the pap of an apple ;-^ the fut 

and bcfides, I could have cy 

feet after. —Not you; faid : 

wifh you would begin that wa 
ther. 
Pray do, added my uncle Tol 



CHAP. XV] 

AND pray, good 
all, will you tak 
fay, it may not be the child's hip 
child's head ? 'T is moft certain! 
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ed very low to my father, and then to my uncle 

Toby. There is no fuch danger, continued 

he, with the head. No, in truth, quoth 

my father, but when your pofTibility has 

taken place at the hip, you may as well take ofF 
the head too. 

It is morally impoffible the reader fhould 

underftand this, 'tis enough Dr. Slop underftood 
it ; fo taking the green bays bag in his hand, 
with the help of Obadiah's pumps, he tripped 
pritty nimbly, for a man of his fize, acrofs the 
room, to the door, and from the door was fhcwn 
the way, by the good old' midwife, to my mo-- 
ther's apartment. 

CHAP. XVIII.- 

IT is two hours and ten minutes and' no 
more, cried my father, looking at his 

watch, fmce Dr. Slop and Obadiah arrived, and 
I know not how it happens, brother Toby, but 
to my imagination it feems almoft an age. 

Here, pray. Sir, take hold of my cap,— 

nay, take the bell, along with it, and my pantou- 
fles too. 

Now, Sir, they are all at your fervice ; and I 
freely make you a prefent of them, . on condition, 
you give me all your attention to this chapter. 

Though my father faid, " he knew not how it 

** happened," yet he knew very well, how 

it. happened ; and at the inftant he fpoke it, was 
pre-determined in his mind, . to give my uncle 
Toby a clear account of the matter by a meta- 
phyfical deflertation upon the fubjeft of duration 
and its iimpJc modes, in order to flaew \£x^ w^^^ 



Toby, by what mechanifm and menfuratiDQS in 
the brain it came to pafs, that the rapid fu^^celTioa 
of their ideas^ and the eternal Scampering of diP 
Dourfe from one thing to another, fince Dr, Slop 
had come into the roomj had lengthened out fe 

fhort a period, to fo inconceivable an extent. 

** I know not how it happens — cried my fatbefj 
-^*' but it fccms an age-*^ 

<— Tls owing, entirely, quoth my unck Toby, 
to the fucceffion of our ideas. 

My father, who had an itch in common mih. 
all philofophers, of reafoning upon every thing 

which happened, and acconnting for it XoOj 

fropofed infinite plea fur e to himfelf in this, of the 
ilicceffion of ideas, and had not the icaft appre- 
henfion of having it fnatched out of his hands by 
my uncle Toby, who ( hone ft man ! ) generally 

(oak every thing as it happened \ and 

who, of all men tn the world, troubled his 

brain the leaft with abftrufe thinking ; ^the 

ideas of time and fpace, — or how ^-^e came by 
thofc ideasi, — or of what fhiflT they were mad% 
— or whether they were born with us,- ~ or we 
picked them up afti^rwards as we went along, *- 
or whether we did it in frocks — or not till we 
had jTot into breeches, — with a thoufand other 
inquiries and difpiites about Infnky^ Fre/deNCff 
Liberty^ Ni\efftty^ and fo forth, upoD whofe def- 
perate and unconquerable theories, fo many fine 
heads have been turned and cracked,— -never did 
rny uncle Toby's the kaft injury at all •, my fa- 
ther knew it, — and was no lefs furprifed, than 
he was difappointed with my nucleus fortuitous 
foknion. 

Do you underftand the theory of that afFair ? 
replied my father. 
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Not I, quoth my uncle, 

— But you have fome ideas, faid my fathety.. 
of which you talk about. 

No more than my horfe, replied my uncle 
Toby. 

Gracious heaven ! cried my father, looking 
upwards, and clafpinghis two hands together,— 
there is a worth in thy honeft ignorance, brother 
Toby, — ^'twere almoft a pity to exchange it for a ' 
knowledge. — ^But PU tdl thee. — 

To underftand what time is aright, without 
which we never can comprehend infinity, info- • 
much as one is a portion of the other^— — we 
ought ferioufly to fit down and confider what idea - 
it is we have of duration, {6 as to give a.iatisfac- - 
tory account, how we came by it.— —What is 
that to any body ? quoth my uncle Toby. ' ~ 
* For if you will turn your eyes inwards upop . 
your mind, continued my father, and obferve at- - 
tentively, you will perceive, . brother, that whilft 
you and I are talking together, and thinking and^' 
finoaking our pipes : or whilft we receive* fuccef- - 
fively ideas ia our minds, we know that we da- 
exift, and fo we eftimate the exiftence, ,or the • 
continuation of the exift(6nce of ourfelves> or any 
thing elfe commenfarate to the- fucceffion of any 
ideas in our minds, the duration of ourfelves, or ' 
any fuch other thing co-exiftihg with our think- 
ing, — and fo according to that pre-»conceived 

You puzzle me to deaths .cried my uncle Toby. 

— ^"Hs owing to this, replied 'my father, that 
in Cjur computations of time^ we are fo ufed to 
minutes^ hours, weeks, and months,— —and of 
docks (I wifli there was not a clock in the king- 

^ Fid. Locle.^. 
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dom) to roeafute out thtlr ilvcral ponions to 

and tothofe who belong to us, ^--that 'tViU 

be well, ifiti time to come, the iucce0ion of oiM 
ideas b^ of any ufc or ft-rvlce to os at alK ^ 

Now, whether we oblerve it or no, comlaued 
my father, in every found oian's hcadj chere is 
a regular fucceffion of ideas of ooe fort or other, 

which follow each other in train juft like A 

train of artillery ? fdd my uncle Toby* — ^A tr^ifl 

of a iiddJe-ftick !^ quoth my father,— *whidi 

follow and fuccecd one aQoiher in our minds at 
certalu diilaiKcsj juft like the linages in the in- 
iidc of a lantern turned round by the heat of a 
candk.-^J declare, qtioth my oncle Toby, mine 
are like a fgQoak-jack, — ^Then, brother Toby, I 
have nothing more to fay to you upon the fubJcLti, 
iai4 my father. 



CHAP. XIX. 



w 



H A T a conjunfture was here 
loft !- — My father in cne»^of his 
beft explanitory moods,-— in eager purfuit of a 
mctaphyfical point into the very regions \y^e, 
clouds and thick dafkncfs would foon hayecn^ 
compafTed it about ; — ^m}' uncle '] oby, in one pf 

the fineft difpofitions for it in the world ; his 

head like a fmoak-jack ; the funnel unfwept, 

and the ideas whirling round and round about in 
it all.obfufcated and darkened over with fuligi- 
Tious matter ! — By the tomb-ftone of Lucian-rif 
it is in bejng,-«-if not, why then byhls afhes !-*-. 
by the aihes of ,my dea.r Rabeij^^,';apd dearer 
Cervantes, — my father and my uncle Toby's dif- 
courfe upon time and tTriL'Bi^\T:^ ^ — '^-a.^* -a. d\f« 
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qourfe devoutly to be wifhed for ! and the petu- 
lancy of my father's humour in putting a ftop to 
it, as he did, was a robbery of the Ontologic 
treafury, of fuch a jewel, as no coalition of great 
occafions and great men, are very likely to rellorc 
to it again. 



CHAP. XX. 



THOUGH my father perfifted in not going 
on with the difcourfe, yet he could not 

get my uncle 1 oby's fmoak-jack out of his head, *■ 

piqued as he was at Hrft with it ; — there was 

fomething in the comparifon at the bottom, which 
hit his fancy 5 for which purpofe refting his el- 
bow upon the table, and reclining the right fide 

of his head upon the palm of his hand, but 

looking firfl: ftedfaftly in the fire, he began to 

commune with himfelf and philofophize about it : 
but his fpirits being wore out with the fatigues of 
inveftigating new trafts, and the conftant exerti- 
on of his faculties upon that variety of fubje6ts 

which had taken their turn in the difcourfe, 

the idea of the fmoak-jack foon turned all his 
ideas upfide down, — fo that he fell alleep almoft 
before he knew what he was about. 

As for my uncle 1 oby, his fmoak-jack had 
not made a dozen revolutions, before he fell a- 

fleep alfo. ^Peace be with them both. Dr. 

Slop is engaged with the midwife, and my mo- 



a 30 Th^ Life and OpFNioiirs of 

thcr above ftairs. -Trim is bufy in turning an 

oM pair of Jack -boots into a coupk of mortars 
to be employed in the frege of Mellina next ftim- 

mer, and in this inftant boring the touch-holes 

with tlie point of a hot poker. ^All my heroes 

are off my hands ; - - -Vis the firft time I have 
had a moment to fpare, and 1*11 make ufc of itj 
and write my preface. 




THE 
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I THE 

: Author's PREFACE. 

"I^TO, FIl not fay a word about it, — here it 
1^ is J — in pubiifhing it, — I have appealed to 

ule world — and to the world I leave it j it 

muft fpeak for itfelf. 

All I know of the matter is, ■ ■ when I fat 
down, my intent was to write a good book 5 
and as far as the tenuity of my underftanding 
vrooid hold out, — a wife, aye, and a difcreet, 
—taking care only, as I went along, to put^ 
into it all the wit and the judgment (be it mq "" 
or lefs) which the great author and beftower 6J 
them had thought fit originally to give mciir^4pr' 
ib, that, as your wotfliip fee, — it is juft as 6od 
pleafes. 

Now Agalafles (fpeaking dilpraifmgly) l^yeth. 
That there may be fome wit in it, for aught he 
knows, — but no judgment at all. And Trip- 
tolimus and Phutatorius agreeing thereto, aik^ 
How is it poflible there fhould ? for that wit 
and judgment in this world never go toge- 
ther J inafmuch as they are two operations 
differing from each other as wide as eaft is 
firom wefl. — So, fays Locke, — fo are farting 
and hickuping, fay I. But in anfwcr to this, 
Didius the great church lawyer, in his code 
de fartandi et illuflrandi fallaciis, doth maintain 
and make fully appear, IJiat an Uluftratioa is no 
argument, — ^nor do I maintain the wiping of a 
iookhig-glafs dean^ to be a {yVLog.tca.%— \yo4^^^ 
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aU, may it pkafc yoarworililps, fee the better for 
itt — Co that the maiu good thefe thiags do, is only 
to clarify tlie utidcrftanding, previous to the ap- 
plicatiofl of the argument Id elf, in order to free 
it from any little motes, or fpecks of opacular 
matter, wiiich, if left fwunmliig therein^ might 
hinder a conception and fpoil all. 

Now, my dear An ti-Shau deans, and thrice 
able critics, and fellow-laboorers, (for to you 
I uTite this Preface) — and to your moft fukk 
ftatcfmen and difcreet doi^ors (do — pull olF 
your beards) renowned for gravity and wfdom ) 
— MoQOpoIos, my politician ; ^- X)idiiif;, my 
counfel -, — Kifarciiis, my friend ; — Pliutatorius. 
my guide j — Gaft rip here s, the prefer ver of my 
life i SomTiolentius> the balm and repofe of it,^ 
^^t forgetting all others as well ileepipg as wali- 
1^, — eccleilarticiil as civil, whom for brevity^ 
but out of no refeatment to you, I lump all to- 
gether, — Believe me, right worthy. 

My moft zealous wifh and fervent prajxr in 
your behalf, and my own too, in cafe the 
thing is not done already for us, — is, that 
the great gifts and endowments, both of wit 
and judgment, with every thing which ufually 
goes along with them, — fuch as memory, fancy, 
genius, eloquence, quick parts, and what not, 
may this precious moment, without ftint or mea- 
fure, let or hinderance, be poured down warm 
as each of us could bear it, — fcum and fediment 
and all, (for I would not have a drop loft) in 
thefe veral receptacles, cells, cellules, domi- 
ciles, dormitories, refedlorles, and fpare places of 
our brains, — ■ in fuch fort, that they might con- 
tinue to be injedled and tunned into according 
to the true intent and inemvci^ot m^ ^\{k^ un- 
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til every vefTel of them, both great and fmall, be 
fb replenifhed, iaturated, and filled up therewith, 
that no more, would it fave a man's life, could 
poflibly be got cither in or out. 

Blefs us ! — what noble work we (hould make ! 

— how (hould I tickle it off! — and what fpirits 
fhould I find myfelf in, to be writing away for 
fuch readers ! — and you, juft heaven ! — with 
what raptures would you fit and read, — but oh ! 

— *tis too much, I am fick, — I faint away 

delicioufly at the thoughts of it ! — *tis more 

than nature can bear ! lay hold of me, 

-'^ I am giddy, — I am ftone blind, I am 

dying — I am gone. Help ! Help ! Help ! 

— But hold, — I grow fomething better again, 
for I am beginning to forefee, when ' his is over, 
that as we fhall all of us continue to be great 
wits, — we ihould never agree amongft ourfelves, 
one day to an end: — there would be fo much 
fatire and farcafm, — fcoffing and flouting, with 
raillying and raparteeing of it, •— thrufting and 
parrying in one corner or another, there would 
be nothing but mifchief amongft us. — — Chafte 
ftars ! whit biting and fcratching, and what a 
racket and a clatter we ftiouid make, what with 
breaking of heads and rapping of knuckles, and 
hitting of fore places,— there would be no fuch 
thing as living for us. 

But then again, as we ftiould all of us be 
men of great judgment, we fhould make up 
matters as faft as ever they went wrong ; and 
though we (hould abominate each other, ten 
times worfe than fo many devils or devilefTes, 
we (hould neverthelefs, my dear creatures, be 

all courtefy and kindnefs, — milk and honey, 

■ > .'twould be a fecond land of jromife^ — ^'i. 
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J* paradife upon earth, if there was fuch a thing to ' 
be had, — fo thai upon the whok we Ihonld have 
done wdl enough. 

All I fret and funie at, and what moft diftref- 
fcs my itivcction at preieiit, is, how to bring 
the point itfelf to bear; for as your worfhlps 
well know, that of thefe heaven Jy emanatioiis 
of \^'it afid jiidgmentj which I have fo boontl- 
fuUy wl/hed both for your worihips and mjfelf, 
—there is but a certajn qnmuum llored upforus 
alli for the ufe and behoof of the whole race of 
mankind J and fach fmall modicums of them arc 
only ient forth into this wide world, circulating 
here and there in one bye corner or another, ~ 
and in fuch narrow ftreams, and at fuch prodi- 
gious intervals from each othefj that one would 
wonder how it holds out^ or could be fuffioent 
for the wants and emergencies of fo many great 
Hares and populous empires. 

Indeed there is one thing to be confidered, 
that in Nova Zembla, North Lapland, and in 
all thefe cold and dreary trafts of the globe, 
'which lie more direftly under the artick and 
antartick circles, — where the whole province 
of a man's concernments lies for near nine 
months together, within the narrow compafs of 
his cave,— v/here the fpirits are comprefledalmoft 
to nothing, — and where the paifions of a man 

are as frigid as the zone itfelf ; there 

the leaft quantity of judgment imaginable does 
the bufinefs,-— and of wit, — there is a total and 
an abfolute faving, — for as not one fpark is want- 
ed, — fo not one fpark is given. Angels and mi- 
nifters of grace defend us ! What a difmal thing 
would it have been to have governed a king- 
dom, to have fought a b^xxXa^ ox xcod^ a treaty, 
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or run a match, or wrote a book, or got a 
child, or held a provincial chapter there, with 
ft) plentiful a lack of wit and judgment about 
us ! for mercy's fake ! let us think no more 
about it, but travel on as faft as we can fouth- 
wards into Norway, — crofKng over Swedeland, 
if you pleafe, through the fmall triangular pro- 
vince of Angermania to the lake of Bothnia ; 
coafting along it through eaft and weft Bothnia, 
down to Carelia, and fo on, through all thofe 
ftates and provinces which border upon the far 
fide of the Gulf of Finland, and the north eafl 
of the Baltick, up to Peterfburg, and jufl flepping 
into Ingria j - then ftretcliing over direftly from 
thence through the north parts of the Ruffian 
empire — leaving Siberia a little upon the left hand, 
till we got into the very heart of Ruffian and Afia- 
tick Tartary. 

Now throughout this long tour which I have 
led you, you obferve the good people are better 
off by far, than in the polar countries which 
we have juft left : — ^for if you hold your hand 
over your eyes, and look very attentively, you 
may perceive fome fmall glimmerings (as it 
were) of wit, with a comfortable provifion of 
good plain houfhold judgment, which taking the 
quality and quantity of it together, they make a 

very good fhift with, and had they more 

of either the one or the other, It would deftroy 
the proper balance betwixt them, and I am fatis* 
fied moreover they would want occiifions to put 
them to ufe. 

Now, Sir, if I conduft you home again into 
this warmer and more luxuriant ifland, where 
you perceive the fpring tide of our blood and 
homours run high. — ^where we have more ambv- 
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lion, and pridci and envy, and letchery, atid 
other whorcfon pafllons upon our hands to go- 
\cm and fubjr^t to rcafon, — the height of our 
wit and the depth of our judgmeoTj you fee are 
exa^ty proportioned to the length and breadth of 
our rscceffitksj-^and accordingly^ we have them 
ient tIo%vn amongil as in fuch a flow-ing kind ot 
decent and creditabie pknE}'> that nooaethmks 
he has airy catile to complain. 

It muft however he confeJlfed on this head, 
that, as our air blows hot and coldj w et 

and dry 3 ten times in a day, we have them ifl 
no regular and fettled way \ — — fa that fome- 
tlmes for near half a century together, theix 
fliall be very little wit or Judgment,... either to 

be feen or heard of amongft as : the 

fmall channels of them ihaU feem quite dried 
upj — then all of a fudden the fluices fhall break 
outj and tiike a fit of rnnning again like fury^ . 

you would think they M^oiild never ftop ; 

a;. J then it is, that in writing and fighting, and 
twenty other gallant things, we diivc all the 
- world before us. 

It is by thefe obfervations, and a wary reafon- 
ing by analogy in that kind of argumentative 
procels, which Suidas calls diale6tick indu£Honj 
—that I draw and fetup this pofition as moft true 
and veritable. 

That of thefe two luminaries, fo much of 
their irradiatipns are fuffered from time to time 
to fliine down upon us ; as he, whofe infinite 
wifdom which difpenfes every thing in exaft 
weight and meafure, knows will juft ferve to 
light us on our way in this night of our obfcu- 
rity ; fo that your reverences and worfhips now 
-find out, aor ia It a mota^tii \o\\^^t vn my power 
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to -conceal it from you, That the fervent wifti in 
your behalf with which I fet out, was no more 
than the firft iniinuating How d'ye of a careffing 
prefacer ftifling his reader, as a lover fometimes 
does a coy miftrefs into filence. For alas ! could 
this efFufion of light have been as eafily procured, 
as the exordium wifhed/it — ^I tremble to think 
how many thoufands for it, of benighted travel- 
lers (in the learned fciences at leafl) muft have 
groped and blundered on in the dark, all the 
nights of their lives, — running their heads againft 
pofts, and knocking out their brains without ever 

getting to their journies end ; fome falling 

with their nofes perpendicularly into ftinks,— * 
others- horizontally with their tails into kennels. 
Here one half of a learned profeiEon tilting full 
butt againft the other half of it, and then tumb- 
ling and rolling one over the other in the dirt like 
hogs.— *-Here the brethren, of another profeC- 
fion, "who fhould have run in oppofition to each 
other, flying on the contrary like a flock of wild 

geefe, all in a row the fame way. What 

confufion ! — what miftakes ! fidlers and 

painters judging by their eyes and ears,— admira- 
ble ! — trufting to the paffions excited in an air 
fung, or a ftory painted to the heart,— -inftead of 
meaiuring them by a quadrant. 

In the foreground of this pifturc, a ftatefman 
turning the political wheel, like a brute, the wrong 
way round, — againft the ftream of corruption,—' 
by heaven ! — inftead of with it. 

In this corner, a fon of the divine Efculapius, 
writing a book againft predeftination ; perhaps 
worfe, — feeling his patient's pulfe, inftead of his 
apothecary's — a brother of tht i^colvj vcl nJsnr. 
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back ground upon his knees In tears, — draVmg 
the curtains of a niangkd victim to beg his for- 
givcnds J— offering a fee, — inftead of taking 
one. 

In that fpacious HalLj a coalltlori of the 
gown, tVom ail the barrs of U> drWing a damned, 
dirty, vexatious caule before them, wkh iili their 

might and main, the wrong way ; lacking It 

out of the great doors, inftead of, in,— and with 
fuch fury hi their looks, and fuch a degree of in- 
veteracy in their manner of kicking it, as if the 
hiws had been originally made for the peace aod 
prcferiation of mankind ^ ^ perhaps a mure 

enormous miftake committed by them ftjll,^ — a li- 
tigated point fairly hung up; — forinftance. Whe- 
ther John O'Nokes his soft cotild ftand in Tom 
O'S tiles his face, without a trefpafs, or not,^— 
raOily determined by them in five and twenty mi- 
nutes, which, with the cautious pro's and^ con*s 
required in fo intricate a proceeding, might have 
taken up as many months, — and if carried on 
upon a military plan, as your honours know, an 
Action fhould be, with all the ftratagems prac- 
ticable therein, — fuch as feints, — forced marches, 
— furprizes, — ambufcades, — mafk-batteries, and 
a thoufand other ftrokes of generalfhip, which 
confift in catechifing at all advantages on both 

fides, might reafonably have lafted them as 

many years, finding food and raiment all that 
term for a centumvirate of the profelTion. 

As for the clergy No If I fay 

a word againft them, 1*11 be fhot. —I 

have no defire,— and befidcs, if I had, — ;■ 1 

durft not for my ibul touch upon the fubjeft, — 
with filch weak nerves ^t^A. ?^\uxs^ 5ccAv;i \^^ c^^s^- 
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dition I am in at prefent, *twould be as much as 
my life was worth, to dejeft and contrifl myfclf 

with fo fad and melancholy an account, and 

therefore, 'tis fafer to draw a curtain acrofs, and 
haften from it, as fad as I can, to the main and 
principal point I have undertaken to clear up — 
and that is. How it comes to pafs, that your men 
of leaft wit are reported to be men of mod judg- 
ment —But mark —I fay, reported to be, — 

for it is no more, my dear Sirs, than a report, and 
which, like twenty others taken up every day up- 
on truil, I maintain to be a vile and a malicious 
report into the bargain. 

This by the help of the obfervations already 
premifed, and I hope already weighed and per- 
pended by your reverences and worihips, I fhall 
forthwith make appear. 

I hate fet differtations,— -and above all things 
in the world, 'tis one of the fdlieft things in one 
-of them, to darken your hypothefis by placing a 
nundber of tall, opake words, one before ano- 
ther, in a right line, betwixt your own and your 

reader's conception, when in all likelihood, 

if you had looked about, you might have fcen 
fomething (landing, or hanging up, which would 
have cleared the point at once,— — ^* for what 
** hinderance, hurt or harm, doth the laudable 
*^ defire of knowledge bring to any man, if even 
** from a fot, a pot, a fool, a ftool, a winter- 
" mittain, a trucldefor apully,'the lid ofagold- 
*^ fmith's crucible, an oyl bottle, an old flipper, 
■** or a cane chair," 1 am this moment fit- 
ling upon one. Will you give me leave to illut 
irate this affair of wit and judgment, by the two 

knobs on the top of the back of It, ^<feK\ 

jwe fattened on, you fee, Vvth two ^^^ ^xv.06^ 
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Rightly into two gimlet-holes, and^i^-ill place wbt 
1 have to lay In fo dear a lightj as to let you fee 
through the drift and meaniag of my whole pre- 
face, as plainly as if every point and particle oHi 
was made up of fim beams. 

I eater now dire^ly upon the point. 

— Here ftands wit, aod then 

ftands judgcnent, dole befide it, jufl like the twa 
knobs Vm fpeaking of, upon the back of this fdf 
fame chair, on which I am fitting- 

You fee, they are the hjgheft and 

mort ornamental parts of its frame, — as witajji 
judyrment are of ours, — and like them too indubt* 
tably both made and fitted to go together, in of* 
der as we lay in all fuch cales of duplicated tmh^< 
lilhments, — to aniwer one another- 

Now for the fake of an experiment, and fcr 
the cJearer ilhillrating this matter, - let us tor i 
moment, take otF one of thefe two curious oc* 
naments (I care not which) from the point or 

pinnacle of the chair it now Hands on y oaf, 

don't laugh at it. ^But did you ever 1« 

in the whole couife of your lives fuch* a ridico- 

lous bufmefs as this has made of it ? 

AVhy, 'tis as mlferabie a fight as a fow with one 
car J and there is juft as much fenle and fyitunC' 
try ill the one, as in the other : do,— 

pray, get off your feats, only to take a view of 

it- Now would any man who valued his 

character a llraw, have turned a piece of work 
our of his hand in fuch a condititin ? — nay, laT 
your hands upon your hearts, and atifwer this 
plain queflion. Whether this one fingle kncfe 
which now ftands here like a blockhead by itfelf* 
can ferve any put^otc u^ow ^vi,\\.\x, \i^\, ^.o ^ut one 
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ih mind of the want of the other 4*— and let me 
ftirther a(k, fa cafe the chah* was your own, if 
you "would not fa yoiir cohiciences thfajc, rather 
thah "be as it is, that it would 1>e ten times better 
"without any knob at alL 

Now thefe two knobs or top dhiamerits bf 

the mind of msih, which crown thewhofeenta- 
1>lature,— -o being, as I faid, wit and judgment, 
which of all others, a$ I have proved it, are the 
imoft needful, — the moft prized,— the moft cala- 
mitous to bewithouHL and confequently the hard- 
-^ to come at, — - f6r ail thefe reafons put toge- 
-thcr, there isndt a thortal amongft us, fo defti- 

itutc xlf a love of good fame or tiefedihg, er 

ib ignorant of what will do him good therein, 
— - who does not wifli ihd fledfaftly refolve in 
liis own mind, to T>c, t)rto be thought at4eaft 
'mafler of the one 'or the other, and indeed of both 
xrf* them, if the thing feems any wf^y feafible, or 
iikely to be brought to pafe. 

Now your -graver gentry havelitdc br no kind 

*bf chance in aiming it the one, uniefs they 

laid hold of the other, *pray what do you 

think would become of them? ^Why, Sirs, 

-in fpight of all their gravities, they muft e'en 
have been contented to^have gone with their in*- 
iides^na^ced :«— -^this was not to be %orne, but by 
ian eiffbrt of 'philofophy not to be fuppofed in the 
tafe we ire upon,-— fo that nobhe could well have 
"been angry with them, had they been fttisfied 
■With what little they could have (hatched up and 
'Iccreted under their cloaks and great periwigs, had 
^hey hot raifed a hue and cry a't the &me time 
againft the lawfal owners. 

i need not tell your Worftvipi* iVv^X. Aim ^-^^h. 

Vol. III. L ^o^x^ 
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done with ib much cunning and artifice 
the great Locker who was ieldom outwitted 

iklfe fouadsj was neverthelefs bubbled hfft 

The cry, it feem&, was fo deep and folctnn a ofif> 
and what with the help of great wigs, grave fc 
'Ces, and other implements of deceit, was render- 
ed fb general a one agalnll the poor witsia i^ 
matter, that the phUofopher himfelf was dccci^ ' 

by it, it was his glory to free The world 

the lumber of a thoufand vulgar errors j 
but this was noc of the ntujiber ; fo that r 
of fitting down cooly, as fnch a philofopi 
ihould have done, to have examined the manei 
faft before he philofophized upon itj^^fl 
contrary, he took the fafl for granted, and 
% joined in with the cry, and haUcx>'d it as 
roufly as the reft. 

This has been made the Magna Charta of ft^ 
pidity ever iince, — but your reverences plaiiiif 
fee, It has been obtained in fuch a manner, ^ 

the title to it is not worth a groat ; ^ which 3? 

the bye is one of the many and vile impofitKSS 
• which gravity and grave folks have to aofwcf t^ 

hereafter- 

As for great wigs, upon which I may be ihcro^ 
to have fpoken my mind too freely, — I beg lea^ 
to qualify whatever has been unguardedly iS^ 
their difpraife or prejudice, by one general deci^ 

ration -That I have no abhorrence whate^^i 

nor do I deteft and abjure cither great wigs ^f 
long beards,— any further than when I fee ^ 
are befpoke and let grow on purpose to carry «* 
this feif-fame Impollurc— forany purpofe,— pe*^ 

be with thesi ', ^ i^'tk qoI y, — I write E* 

for them* 
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CHAP. XXI. 

EVERY day for at Icaft ten years together 
I did my father refolve to have it mended 

—'tis not mended yet ; no family but 

otirs would have borne with it an hour, -and 

turhat is moft aftonifliing, there was not a fubjeft 
in the world upon which my father. was fo ele- 

:• gant, as upon that of door-hinges.— And 

yet at the lame time, he was certainly one of the 
greateft bubbles to them, I think, that hjftory 
can produce : his rhetoric and conduft were at 

perpetual handy-cuiFs. Never did the 

parlour door open — but his philofophy or his 

principles fell a viftim to it 5 three drops of 

• - oil with a feather, and a fmart ftroke olF a ham- 
mer, had faved Ms honour for ever. 

.— Inconflflent foul that man is ! 

; languiftiing under wounds which he has the 

^ power to heal ! his whole life a contradic- 

' lion to his knowledge ! — r— his realbn^ that preci- 
ous ffft of God to him— (inftead o!t|)ouring in 

*, oil) ferving but to ftiarpen his fenfibiiities, to 

mulfiply. his painsand render him more melan- 
choly and uneafy under them ! poor unhappy 

' creature that he fhould do fo ! — are not the ne- 
ceflary caufes of mifery in this life enow, but he 
■ muft add voluntary ones to his ftock of forrow j 
^ ft ruggle againft evils which cannot be avoid- 

ed, and fubmit to others, which a tenth part of 
the trouble they create him, would remove from 
. ' bis heart for ever? 

By all that is good and v\rt\xow^\ *>i ^^"tc -^x^ 
three drops of oU to be got, and 3t Vasfttcyex vc^ 
La ^ 
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be found within ten miles of Shandy-HaHi — » 

^thc parlour door-hinge fhall be metid«4 &b 

c H A p, xxn. 

WHEN corporal Trim had brought his v^ 
moitam to beai:, he was delighted ini^ 
his hajidy'-woi'k above meaibre j and kriowbf 
ivhat a pleafure it would be to his mafter to fe 

'thetn, he was not able to rcfiA the d&fire he hai 
of carrying them dircftly into his partoiir* 

Now nact to the moral kflbn I had in ykf 
in mentioning the affair of hinges, I had a fpco 
lative coniideration arifing out of it, and It 1^ 
this. 

Had the parlour-do©r opetied and turned Hipoi 
its hinges, as a door fhould do — 

—Or for exftinple, as cleTerly as <M 

government has been turning upon its hingcs,- 
(that is, in cafe things have all along gone veil 

with your worihip, otherwiie I give up flif 

fimile)— 4fi this caie, -I fay, thef e had been ae 
danger cither to mafter or man in corporal Triffi'i 
peeping in^ the moment he had beheld my fr 
ther and my uncle Toby faft alleep,-— *-riie ^^ 
fpe£^fulnefs of his carriage was fuch, he would 
have retired as filenc as death, and left rhcmbodi 
in their arm*chairs, dreaming as hapyy as bt 
had found them j but the thing was moraUj 

Hpeaking fo very invpr amicable, that for the nwnj 
yuars in which this hinge was luffered to be ouJ 
of order, and amongft the hourly grievances mf 
father fubimtted to m^otl \\^ jv^<;.Qi\kT\\^ — this wai 
Qiie ', thai he ufTi^i ioVi.'i^^^^ ^^t^a xj^xs^is^'^ 
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nap after dinner, but the thoughts of being una- 
voidably awakened by the firft perfon who ftionld 
open the door, was always xippermoft in his ima- 
ginations, and fo inceflantly flepped in betwixt 
htm and the firft balmy prefage of his repofe, as 
to^ rob him, as he often declared, of the whole 
Iweets of it. 

** When hinges move upon bad things, an*^ 
pleaie your Lordfliips, how can it be otherwife ? 

Pray what's the matter ? Who is there ? cried 
my father, waking the moment the door began 
to crack. I wifti the fmith would give a 

peep at that confounded hinge ; — ^'tis nothings an'' 

rleafe your Honour, faid Trim, but two mortars 
am bringing in. T hey (han't make a- 

datter with them here, cried my father haftily. 
———If Dr. Slop has any drugs to pound, 

Ict^him do it in the Satchen. May it pleaie 

your Hoaour, cried Trim,— —they, are two mor- 
tar-pieces for a fiege next fummer, which I have 
been making out of a pair of jack4>oots, which 
Obadiah told me your Honour had left off wear- 
ing— By heaven ! cried my father, fpringing out 
ot his chair, as he fwore,— -I have not one ap- 
pointment belonging to me, which I iet fo much 
flore by, as I do by the jack-boors,— they were . 
our great-grandfather's, brother Toby, — they 
^vere hereditary. Then I fear, quoth my uncle • ' 
Toby, '1 rim has cut off the entail.— I have only 
cut off the tops, an* pleafe your Honour, cried 
Trim«— -Zounds ! I hate perpeyjities as much as • 
any man alive, cried my father, but thefe jack- 
boots^ continued he, (fmiling, though very an- 
gry at the fame time) have been in the family, 
brother, ever fmce the civil wars^— Sir Roger: 
Shandy wore them at the baxxk ol ^'tt^'a^=- 
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Moor — I declare I would not have taken tco 
pounds far them**— ^— I'll pay you the money, 
brother Shaodyj quoth my uncle Toby, looking 
at the two mortars with infinite pleaiurcj and 
putting his hand into his breeches'pocket, as ht 
viewed them.— I'll pay you the ten pounds this 
moment with all my heart and foul. 

Brother Toby, replied my father, altering hii 
tone, you care not what money you dillipate mi 
dirow away, provided, continued he^ 'tis but 
upon aiiege-— Have 1 not an hundred and twentj 
pounds a year> btildes my half pay ? crkJ my 
nficle Toby.— "What 13 that, replied my fathefj 
haftily,^to ten pounds for a pair of jack-boouf 
— brother^ twelve guineas for your pontoons;-^ 
half as much for your Dutch draw-bridge ;— to 
lay nothing of the train of little brafs ardlleiy 
you hefpoke laft week, with twenty other prepay 
rations for the ftege of Meilina ; believe me, , 
dear brother Toby, continued my father, takiog 
iiirn by the hand,^theie military operations of 
yours are above your ftrength ;— — you mean 
well,-— but they carry you into greater expences 

than you were firft aware of, — ^and take my 

word, dear loby, they will in the end quite 

ruin your fortune, and piake a beggar of you.— 
AVhat fignifies if they do, brother, replied my un- 
cle Toby, fo long ^ we know 'tis for the good of 
the nation.— 

My father Could not help fmiling for his foul; 
-^his anger at the worft was never more than a 
fpark,— and th6 zeal and fimpiicity of Trim,— 
and the generous (though hobby-horfical) gallan- 
try of my uncle Toby, br6ught him intoperfed 
good liumow with them in an inftant, , 
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cpcrous fouls }— -God profper you both and 
mortar-pieces too, quofh'tay^fether to him* J 
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L L is quiet and hufh, cried my father, at 
^ leaft above ftairs,— — I hear not one foot 

jjg. -Prithee, Tritn^ whob in the 

len ? There is no one foul in the kitchen, an- 
ed Tiim, making a lo^v bow as he Ipoke, ex- 
Dr. Slop. — ''^ — — Confufion ! ciied my fa- 
I (getting up upon his legs a fecond time)— - 
3ne fihgle thing has gone right this day ! had 
th in juirology, brother, (which by the bye, 
father had) I would have fworn fome retro- 
: planet was h^ngi(ig oyer this Sinfprttinate 
"e of mine, . and turning every individual thing 
out of Its place. ^:—i—^WIjy, I thot^t Dr. 
• had been above ftairs. with my,wife, And fo 
you. . W hat can the fdlow be puz* » 

I about in the kitchen? — He is buly, an* 
ie your Honour, replied Trim, in maldng a 
ge. Tis very obligjlng in him, quoth 

uncle Toby J— ——pray g^vie my humble 
ce to Dr. Slop, Trim, and tell hiifx I thank 
heartily. 

bu muft know, my uncle Toby miftook the 
ge as widely as my father miftook the mor- 
i— — but to underftand how my uncle Toby 

d miftake thje bridge, 1 fear I muft give 

an exaA account of the rc^d which led to 

or to drop my metaphor, (for there 

othing more difhondd in an hiftorian, than 

ufeof^ one) "I n oMer to conceive the 

L 4 ^\0^^\- 
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^ Toby's aaMmn iritt 
corp ora l Trim waiM 

MOO afbr, or dfe m Ac middle of hB 

aad BTf afick Tobf^s ci^tt^gpis c» the bowlis^ 
greo^— £» kmO do »cfy well in cither fam 
-bat dicm if 1 uderre It for citbtr of thoie 
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fanr of wy flofy^-^ ran the flory I'm aponi- 
uid d I IrQ it bert, — I anticipate mattcfSi ^ 
nao k tJicrc 

What woidd jotii worfhlps have zoe to 

do tu this cafe. 

Tdl it, Mr. Sbancly^ by all means. 

YoD axe a fool, Triflram, if you do. 

ye Po w ERS ! (for powers ye are, and gm! 
ones too) — which enable mortal man to tell a fhh 

ry worth the hearing, that kindly fhewhim, 

where he is to begin it, — and where he is to end 
IE, — what he Is to put into it^-^-and what he i% ti) 
Itavc oor, ' how much of it he is to caft mto 
fliade^ and whereabouts he is to throw his light* 

Ye, who prcfide over this vaft empire 

of biographical freebooters, and fee how manf 
^craf^s and planges your fubje^s hourl)^ fall inioj 
-^will you do any thing, 

1 beg and bcfeech you, (in cafe you will do 
nothinjg better for us) that wherever, in any 
part of your dominions it fo falls, that three fe- 
vcral roads meet in one point, as they have done 
jull here,-*— —that at leaft you fct up a guide- 
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poftj in the centre of them, in mere charity to 
direft- an- uncertain devil, which of. the three he^ 
is to take%. 
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THO' the (hock my micle Toby received th<r 
year after the demolidon of Dunkirk, inr 
this aiRdr with \ndow Wadman, had fixed bim 
ia a reiblution,. never more.to think of the fex,r-'* 
iwrof aught which J>donged to it ;— -yet corporal* 
THnf had . made no fudbf bargain with Klmfelf . • 
Indeed in my unde Tdby'^ cafe thei^ was a.ftrange 
and unaccountable V conconrence.of drcomftances 
which infenfibly drew him in,, to lay fiege to that: 

fair and ftrong^cxtadifL^ -——In Trim's cafe 

there was a concurrence .of bothing in the world,, 
but of him and &idget in the kitchen }<r-—t — 
though linrtrutlv^the-ldvc/afBd veneration he. bore . 
his matter* was fuch, aad & fond was he^of imi-- 
tadng him in alLhe^did, .thatduui my undoTobyr 
employed ^histimexand genius inr^tagging:io( points,^,. 
*^I am perfuaded the- honelHx)rporal would have^ 
laid dovtt^ hi&arms,«.,and'^foUawed his example ^ 
with pleafurie. . When therefore my uncle Toby>^^ 
fet down 'before. the- mifltefs,^ — corporals Trim in— 
continendly tookgrcMind before the maid/ 

Now, my dear friend Garrick, whom I hiavev 
ib. much^caule to^ftbem and honour,-^ (>rhy, or 
wherefore, -,'tis no ^matter)-Ju— can jfcfcape your, 
pcnetratidn,^^!' defy it,r:-that " fo* • many^ phiy- 
wrights, and o]Hficers of chit. chat\' have ever, 
fince been working upon Trim'^f and iny unde> 
TohyS .pattern 1 care not what. Akyba^isL^v. 

1^ S, "^ 




or Pacuvlus, or Buflb, or Ricabom fay, — (thongb 
I never read one of thcm> — there is not a greater 
difference between a fingle-liorfe chair and ma- 
dam Pompadour'^ vis-a-vis, than betwixt a fiagle 
amour, and an amonr thus nobly doubled, and 
going upon all four, prancing throughout a grand 

drama* Sir, a flmple, nngle, filly affair of 

that kind — is quite loft in five a6ts,— but that is 
neither here or there. 

After a fcrics of attacks and rcpulfes in a 
CDurfc of nine months on my uncle Toby's qiiar- 
tcr, a moft niintite account of every particular 
of which fhall be given in its proper place, my 
unde Toby, honeft man \ found it neceffary to 
draw off his forces, and ratle the fiege fomewhat 
indignantly. 

Corporal Trim, as 1 faid, had made no fuch 
bargain cither with himfelf — or with any oneclfe, 
—the fidelity however of his heart not fnffering 
him to go into a houfe which his mafter had for- 
faken with difguft, — he contented himfelf with 
turning his part of the fiegc into a blockade 5— 
that is, be keeps others off, — for though he ne- 
ver after went to the houfe, yet he never met 
Bridget in the village^ but he would either nod 
or wink, or fmile, or look kindly at her, — or (as 
circumftances direfted) he would fhake her by 

the hand, or aflc her lovingly how ftie did, — 

cr would give her a ribband, and now and 

then, though never but when it could be done 
v/ith decorum, would give Bridget a . 

Precifely in this fituation, did thefe things 
(land for five years -, that is, from the demolition 
of Dunkirk in the year 13, to the latter end of 
xny uncle Tbby's cam^;3L\^tv*vcivVv^^Q.'3.^ 18, which j 
was about fix or (c\elD.•we,€^^\i^'iQ\^^^^ t\n\^^^ 
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fpeakipg oL — 1— When Trim, as his cuC- 
t^m was after h^ had put my unckToby to bed, 
going down one moon-fhiny night to fee that 

every thing was right at his fortifications, in 

the lane feparated from the bowling-green with 

flowerii^ flirubs and hoUy^— ; hcefpied his' 

Bridget. • '. ^ '' ' . . 

As the cprpprai thoii^ghrtberi^^x^as nothing in* 
the world fo'well worth flicwing- a& the glorious 
wotks which he arid my uricIeToby had made,. 
Trim cofiirteoufly and gallantly took her by the 
hand, and led her in u this was not. done fo pri- 
vately, but that the fojol-mouthed trumpet of 
Fame carried it froni eair to ear,. tiH at length it 
reached my father's,, withvthis untoward circum- 
ftadce alpnjg With it„ that iny tiricle Toby's curi- 
cJii^ draw-rndfee,, cooftru^d'aod^ painted after 
thV Dutch fatfhioni and which went quite, acrofe 
the ditch,— -was broke down,, and fome howoi!/ 
^ther cruftied all to pieces that very night;- 

My father,, as you have obfervai, had nergreat^ 
efteem. for my uncle Moby's hobby-horfe,?—:— he 
thbdght It the fjtolV- ridiculous horfe that over ■ 
gentleman ntouirted,: ^nd indeed- unlefs my unde^ 
Toby vexed him ^bout it, could never think* of it 
once, withoiit fmiling at it,— — fo-tfiat it- ne- 
ver could get lame or happen any mabhance, . bub 
it tickled my fathers imagination 'beyond meafurej 
bt^t this l)cing an accident much more to Uis hu— 
mdui' tkaif any one which frad-yetbefallen it, it 
proved', in inexhauftlble'fund"oP entotainment to 
Kl^- .-/ j Well,--*.!— tm d^ Toby V my fa- 
ther wouia'fjtyi, do tell u» ferioufly- liow tWs affair 

bf the'bHdge happened.. How can ywiteaze 

me fo much about it ? my uQcle Tob^ >ncvvMx^ 

j!&> — -X have, told it you twcatj lossit&^i^c^^ 

'^ ■ • *' . V . ..: :j /■ • ^ ./* - ^a«c. 



for word as Trim told it me. — ^. Prithee, 
how was k then, corporal? my fjithcr would 
cr}v turning to Trim. It was a mere misfor- 
tune, an' pkafc your honour, 1 was fhewing 

Mrs. Bridget our fbrtificatioos, and in going toa 
near the edge of the fof^, I wafoi tunately llip'd 
in. ^ - Very well, Trim ! my father would 

cry,^ (fmying myfttribuAy, and giving a nod, 

* but without interrupting him) ^ -and being 

linked faflj an' plcafe your Honour^ arm in arm 
'ji'ith Mrs. Bridget, I dragged her after me, by 
means of which fhe feJl backwards fofs againft 

rhe bridge. —and Trinr/s foot, (my uncle 

Toby would cry, taking the ftory out of hi& 
mouth) getting into the cuvette, he tumbled full 
againft the bridge too. — It was a thoufand to one, 
my uncle Toby would add, that the poor fellow 

did not break his leg. Ay truly! my father 

would fay, a limb is foon broke, brother 

Toby, in fuch encounters,- And fo, aa' 

plcafe your Honour, the bridge, which your Ho- 
nour knows was a very flight one, was 
broke down betwixt us, and fplintered all to 
pieces. 

At other times, but efpecially when my uncle 
Toby was fo unfortunate as to fay a fyllable about 
v:annons, bombs or petards,— my father would 
cxhauft all the (lores of his eloquence (which in- 
deed were very great) in a panegyric upon the 

BATTERING-RAMS of the anticntS, — the YIN E A 

which Alexander made ufe of at the fiege of 
Tyre. ■ ■ He would tell my uncle Toby of the 
CATAPXJLTJE of the Syrians, which threw fucK » 
monftrous ftones fo many hundred feet, and 
iSbook the ftrongeft buW^csYs Ixwa. \^€a \€,t\ 
^^uud^xion •>— he v/o Ad ^o v^ ^x^^ ^^^\^at ^^ 
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wonderful mechanifm.of the ballista, which 
Marcellinus makes fo much rout about, — the ter- 
rible eflFefts of the ptraboli,— which caft fire, 
i—the danger of the terebra and scorpio, 

which caft javelins. —But what are thefe, he ^ 

would fay, to the deftru6live machinery of cor* 

poral Trim? Believe me, brother Toby, no 

bridge, or baftion, or fally port that ever was 
conftrufled in this worlds can hold out againfl 
fach artUlery. 

My uncle Toby would never attempt any de- 
fence againft the force of this ridicule, but that 
pf redoubling the veheixience of finoaking his 
pipe \ in, doing which, he raifed lb denfe a va^ 
pour one night after fupper, that it iet my fa- 
ther, who was a little phthifical, into a fu^o- 
cating fit of violent coughing: my uncle Toby 
leaped up without feel^ the pain upon his. 

groin, and, with infinite pity, ftood bcfidc 

his brother's chair tapping Ins back with one 
hand, ai^d holding his head with the other, and* 
frpm time to time, wiping his eyes with a clean 
cambrick handkerchief, which he pulled out of 
his pocket> ' ■ T he affeftionate and endear- 
ing manner in which my uncle Toby did thefe 
little offices,— —cut my father through his reins^^ 

for the pain he had juft been giving him. • 

May my brains be knocked out with a battering 
ran^ or a catapulta, I care not which, quoth my * 
fathW to himleljfjcr-if ever t infult iIusl worthy foA 
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C H A P. XXV. 

THE draw-bridge being held irreparabl?^ 
Trim was ordered direftly to {ki about ano- 
ther,— —but not upon the fame model j for car- 
tfinal Albcronrs intrigues at that time being dif- 
corered, and my uncle Toby rightly forefedcg 
that a flame would inequitably break out betNi^Lxt 
Spain and the Empire, and that the operations of 
the enfuing campaign muft in all likelihood be ei- 
ther in Naples or Sicily,— — he determined upon 
am Italian bridge,— ^(my u nek Toby, by the bye, 
was not far out' in his conjeftures) — but my fa* ' 
ther, who was inlSnitely the better polftic^n, aad 
took the lead as far of my uncle Toby in the ca- J 
biner, as my uncle Toby took it of him in the 
field, — convinced him, that if the King of Spaia 
and the Emperor went together by the ears, that 
England and France and Holland mail, by force 
of their prc-engagements, all enter the lifts too \ 

and if fo, he would fay ^ tjhe combatants, 

brother Tobj'j as fure as we. are alive, will fall to 
it again, pell-mell, upon the eld prize-fighting 
ilage of Flanders : — then what will you do with 
your Italian bridge ? 

-—We will go on with it then, upon the old 
model, cried my uncle Toby^ 

When corporal Trifn had .abop^ 'Half' finified 
it in that ftile,— my uncle Toby found but a ca- 
pital defeft in it, which he had never thorough- 
ly confrdered beifore. It turned,, it feems, upoa 
hinges at both ends of it, opening in the mid- 
dle, one half of whiclv tuvulrig to one fide of 
the fo/Te, and tke. oxhei^ XjoxY^^ oxkv^^s >^^ -^^^ 
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vantage of which was this, that by dividing the 
weight of the bridge into two equal portions, it 
iinpowered my uncle Toby to raife it up or let it 
down with the end of his crutch, and with one 
hand, which, as his garrifon was weak, was as 
much as he could well fpare,— but the difadvan- 
tages of fuch a conftruftion weref infurmountable, 
— for by this means, he would fay, I leave one 
half of my bridge in my enemy's pofleffion, — and 
pray of what ufe is the other ? 

The natural remedy for this, was no doubt to 
have his bridge faft only at one end with hinges, 
fo that the whole might be lifted up together, and 
ftand bolt upright,— but that was rejefted for the 
rcafon pven above. 

For a whole week after he was determined in 
his mind to have one of that particular conftruc- 
tion which is made to draw back horizontally, to 
hinder a pafTage j and to thux& forwards again to 
gain a paflage,— — of which forts your worfliips 
mighty have ieen three famous ones at Spires i3e- 
forc its deftruftion,— ^and one Jiow at Brifac, if I 
miftake not vrnbut my father advifed jny uncle , 
Toby, with .^eat earneftnefs, to have pothing 
, more to do with thrufiiQg bridges, — and my. un-. 
de forrfeeing moreover that it would but perpe- 
tuate the memory of the corporal's misfortune,— 
he changed his mind, for that of the Marquis 
d* Hopital's invention, which the younger fier- 
nouilli has fo well and learnedly, defer ibed>: as 
your worfhip's may fee,— Aft. Erud. Lipf. an. 
1695,—- to thefe a lead weight is an eternal ba- 
lance, and keeps watch as well as a couple of 
centinels, in as much as the conftruftion of them 
was a curve line approximating to a cycloidv— l€ 
not sLcydoid ir/elf. 



2§& 

My unck Toby underllood the nature of a pa- 
rabola: as well as any man in England^-- but 

was not quite fuch a mafter of the cycloid j — he 

talked however about it every day \ the bridge 

went not forwards.^ — We'll afk IbmeboLly about 
it, cried iry uncle Toby toTiira* 



CHAP, XXVT 

WH EN Trim came in and told my father, . 
That Dr. Slop was in the kitchen, and 

feufy in making a bridge, — my uncle Toby, 

the affair of the jack-boots having jufl then raifrd 

a train of military ideas in his brain, took it 

inftantfy for granted that Dr ./Slop was making a 

modd of the marquis d' Hopitars bridge- -s 

^Tis very obliging in hlm^ quoth my uncle Toby ; -. 
— pray give my humble iervice to Dr* Slop, 
Trim, and tell him I thank him heartily; 

Had my uncle Toby's head been a Savoyard's • 
box, and my father peeping in all th« time at one 

end of it, it could not have givcik him a more^ 

diftinft conception of the operations in my uncle 
Toby's imagination than what he had*. To not- 
withjftanding the catapulta and battering-ram, and 
his bitter imprecation about them, he was juft be- 
ginning to triumph. — 

When Trim's anfwer, in an inftant, tore the* 
laurel from his. brows, and ^t willed it to pieces.^ 



^^ KT^ 
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CHAP. XXVII. 



T 



HIS unfortunate draw-bridge of 

yours, quoth my father — God 

blcls your Honour, cried Trim, 'tis a bridge for 

mafter*s noie. In bringing him into the 

world with his vile inftruments, he has cruflied 
his nofe, Sufannah fays, as flat as a pancake to his 
face, and he is making a falie bridge with a piece 
of cotton and a thin piece of whalebone out of Su- 
fannah's ftays, to raife it up. 

—Lead me, brother Toby, cried mjr father, 
to my room this ioilant. 



CHAP. XXVIII. 

FROM the firft moment I fat down to write 
my life for the amufement of the world, and 
my opinions for its inftruftion, has a cloud in- 

fenfiblv been gathering over my father. A 

tide 0/ little evilis and diftrefles has been fetting in 
againA him. — Not one thing, as he obferved him- 
ielf, has gone right : and now is the florm thick- 
ened, and going to break, and pour down full 
upon his head. 

I entd- upon this part of my ftory in the moft 
penfive and melancholy frame of mind, that ever 
Sympathetic breaft was touched with. — My nerves 
relax as I tcU it.— Every line" I write, I feel an 
abatement of the quicknefs of my pulfe, and of 
that carelcfs alacrity with it, which every day of 
my life prompts me to fay and write a tboufand 
things I ihouJd not.^— -^-Audxlka^ moxaKCi\.^6MixX 
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laft dipped my pen into my ink, I could not help 

taklag notice what a cantious air of fad compo- 

fiire and folenmiiy there appeared in my manner 
of doing if •—Lord ! how different from the raih 
jerks, and hair-brained fquirts thou art wont, 
Trirtram ! to tranfaft it with, in other humours, 
—dropping thy pen> — fpurting thy ink about thy 
table and thy books,— as if thy pen and thy 
ink, thy books and thy furniture coA thee no- 
thing. 



I 



C H A K XXIX, 

Won't go about to argue the point with 
youj — Ms fo, — and I am perfbaded of 
it. Madam, as much as can be, '* That both man 
'* and woman bear pain or forrow, (and, for 

** anght I know, pkafure too)beft in a horizon- 
** tal pofition." 

The moment my father got up into his cham- 
ber, he threw himfelf proftrate acrofs his bed in 
the wildeft diforder imaginable, but at the fame 
time, in the moft lamentable attitude of a man 
borne down with forrows, that ever the eye of 
pity dropped a tear for. — The palm of his right 
hand, as he fell upon the bed, receiving his' 
forehead, and covering the greateft part of both 
his eyes, gently funk down with his head (his 
elbow giving way backwards) till his no(e 
touched the quilt ; — his left arm hung infenfibly 
over the fide of the bed, his knuckles reclining 
upon the handle of the chamber-pot, which 
peeped oul beyond the valance, his right leg, 
(his left being drawn up towards his body) 
huog half over the fide oi x\\t V>^4^ the edge of 
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it prefling upon his ftiin-bone. He felt i^ 

not. A fixed, inflexible forrow took po/Teflion 

of every line of his face. He fighed once, , 

' — heaved his brcaft often, ■ ibut uttered not a 
word. 

An old fet-ftitch'd chair, valanced and fringed 
around with party-coloured worfted bobs, ftood 
at the bed's head, oppofite to the fide where 

my father's head rechned. My uncle Toby 

fat him down in it. 

Before an affliftion is digefted, — confolation 
ever comes too foon— and after it is digefted, — 
it comes too late: fo that you fee, madam» 
there is but a mark between thefe two, as 
fine almoft as a hair, for a comforter to take aim 
at : my uncle Toby was always either on this 
fide, or that of it, and would often fay. He be- 
lieved in his heart, he could as foon hit ^he lon- 
gitude 5 for this reafbn, when he fat down in the 
chair, he drew the curtain a little forwards, and 
having a tear at every one's fervice, — - he puU'd 
out a cambrick handkerchief, gave a low figh,— 
but held his peace. 

CHAP. XXX. 

-r — ** ALL is not gain that is got into the 

Jr\ ^< purfe." -. &> that not- . 

withftanding my father had the happinefs of 
reading the oddeft books in the univi^e, and 
had moreover, in himfelf, the oddeft way of 
thinking, that ever man m it was blefled with, 
yet it had this drawback upon him after all,— 
that it laid him open to fome of the oddeft and 
moft whimfical diftrefles \ of w|]ui(ctk thi&.^«3k&ci3.« 



CHAP. XXXI. 
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lar one which he funk undtfr at preient is as 
ftrong an example as can be given.. 

Nocioubt, the breaking down of the brldfre 
of i child's nofe, by the edge of a pair of for- 
ceps, however fcientifically applied, ^ ■■ '— would' 
vex any man in the world, who was at lb much 
pains in begetting a child, as my father was, 
—yet it wiiJ not accoimt for. the extravagance of 
his aiflifVion, or will i^juftify the anchriftian ^ 
maaner he abandoned and furrcmlered himfclf up 
to it. 

To explain this, I muft leave him upon the bei 
for half an hour^'^and my good uncle Toby io bift 
old fringed chair fitting behind him, 

f^ 

ITHllstK It a very unreafonable de- ^ 
mandj— cried my great grandfathcrj 
twift-ng up the paper, and throwing it upon 

the table. By this account, ma Jam, yoH 

have but two thoufend pounds fortune, and not 
a (hilling more, — and you infift upon having three 
hundred pounds a year jointure for it. 

■ ** Becaufe," replied my great grand* 
mother, " you have little or nonoff. Sir."— ^ 

Now, before I venture to make ufe of the 
word Nofe a fecond time, '-to avoid all con- 
f ufion in what will be faid upon it, in this in- 
tcrefting part of my ftory, it may not be a- 
mifs to explain my own meaning, and define,. 
with all poffible exaftnefs and precifion, what I 
would willingly be underftood to mean by the 
term : being of opinion, that it is owing to the 
negligence and perverfcncfs of writers, in defpi- 
fiag this precautiou and u> iiox\Cvcv^^\^^> — That 
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'^11 the polemical writings in divinity, are not as 
•clear and demonftrativc4i8thofeuponaWillb*thc 
Wifp, or any other found part of philofophy^ 
land natural purfuit \ in order to which, wliat 
have you to do, before you fet out, unlefs you 
intend to go puzzling on to the day of judgment, 
*-« but to give the world a good definition, and 
ftand to it, of the main word you have moft oc« 
caifien for, •— changing it. Sir, as you would a 
"guinea, iato fmall coin r— which done,*— let the 
-father of confufion puzzle you, if he can j or 
put a different idea either into your head, or your 
reader's head, if he knows how. 

•In books of ftrift morality and clofe reafon- 
iig, fuch as this I am engaged in, — the ne- 
gleA is inexcufable; and heaven is witnefs, how 
the world has revenged itfelf upon me for leav- 
ing {6 many openings to equivocal ftriAures, -« 
and for depending fo much as I have done, all 
along upon the cleanlinefs of my I'eader's im^ 
ginations. 

Here are two fenfes, cried Eugenius, 

as we walked along, pointing with the fore- 
finger of his light, hand to the word Crevice, 
in the fifty fecond ^page of the fecond volume 
x>{ this book of books, here are two fenfes, 
— - qaoth he. — And here are two roads, re- 
plied i^ turning ihort upon himt *— a dirty and 

a clean one, — which fliall we takei The 

clean,— —by all means, replied Eugenius. Eu- 
genius, faid I, ilepping before him, and laying 
my hand upon his breaft,— to define — is to dif- 
truft.-— - Tb«s I triumphed over Eugenius^ but 
I triumphed over him as I always do, like a 
>fool. — 'Tis my comfort, however.^ I ^mttf^^-^jw 
ob/liiuLtc one 5 therefore^ 



1 
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I define a nofe, as follows^ ■ ■■- mtreatiag 
only beforehand, and befeeching my readcis, 
both male and female, of what age, coia- 
plexion, and condition foever for the lore of 
God and their own fouls, to guard againil ^ 
temptations and fuggeftions^ of the Devil, and 
fufFer him by no art or wile to put any other ideas 
into their minds, than what I put into my defifli* 

tjon, For by the word Noie, thronghont^ 

this long chapter of nofes, and in ^vaj mhcr 
part of my work, where the word Nofe oai:^ 
1 declare, by that word I mean a Nofe, and no- 
thing more or Icls, 



CHAP, XXXII. 

r>ECAUSE," qaoth my gpni- 



I XJ mother, repeating the words a- 
gain,—" you have little or no nofe, Sir :"— 

S'deach ! cried my great grandfather, clapping 
his liand upon his note, — 'tis not fo fmail as 
that comes to ; — 'tis a full inch lon^r thin 

my father's, Now, my great grandfathers 

noic was for all the world like unto the nofes 
of all the men, women, and chih'en, whom 
Pantagruel found dwelling upon the ifland cf 
Ek NASI N-^ By the way, if you would kaow 
the flrange way of getting akin amongft fo flat- 
nofed a peoplcj^ — you muft read the book i — iind 
It out yourfdf you never can. — 

— ''Fwas Ihaped like an ace of clubs, 
^Tis a full inch, continued my great grand- 
father, preJTing up the ridge of his nofe with his 
finger and thumb ^ ^ivi t^^-aski'^ Vua affenioD, 
— 'tis a full "uvcVi \o&6^^% \aa.ia.\sv^ ^^ac^ ^^\v * 
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ther's — You miift mean your uncle's, replied 
my great grandmother. 

— — My great grandfather was convinced. 

He untwifted the paper, and figned the 

• article. 



CHAP. XXXIII. 

i . «■ ^ITTHAT an unconlcionable jointure, 
V V "^y ^car, do we pay out of this 
fmall eftate of ours, quoth my grandmother to 
my grandfather. 

My father, replied my grandfather, had no 
jnore nofe, my dear, faving the mark, than there 
is upon the back of my hand. . 

Now, yoii muft know, that my great 

■grandmother outlived my grandfather twelve 
years; fo that my father had the jointure to 
pay, a hundred and fifty pounds half yearly 

(on Michaelmas and Lady-day)— during all 

that time. 

No man difcharged pecuniary obligations with 

a better gracip than my^fertier, And as far as 

the hundred pouftds ^ent, he would fling it 
upon the table, guinea by guinea, with that 
Ipirited jerk of an honeft wekome, which gene- 
rous fouls, and generous fouls only, are able to 
fling down money: but as foon as ever he 
entered upon the odd fifty, — he generally gave a 
louA hem ! — rubb'd the fide of his nbfc leifurely 
witt the flat part of his forefinger, — inferted his 
hand cautioufly betvaxt his head and the cawl of 
his wig,-«-looked at both fides of every guinea, as 
he parted wiih. it, — akd feVAom coviv.^ ^ ^si "^^ 



p 
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end of fifty pouDds, without pullmg out Vb 
handkerchief, and wiping his tcmples, 

Dcfead me, gracious heaven I from thofe per* 
iecutmg fpirits who make ho allowances for 
thefc workings within us* — Never, — O ncvct 
may I lay down in their icnts, who cannot relax 
the engine, and feel pity for the force of educa- 
tion, and the prevaieuteof opinions long derived 
from anceflgrs ! 

For three generations at leaft this tenet in 
favour of long nofes had gradually been taldM 

root in our family. ^ Tradition was aS 

ilong on its fide, and In teres r was every half 
year flepping in to flrengthen it \ fo that the 
whimlicality of «iy father's brain was far from 
having the whole honour of this, as it bad ot 
almofi all his other fttange notions^ -^ For in a 
great meafure he might be faid to have fucked 
this in, with his mothers milk. He did hii 
pirt however.- — If education planted the oiiftake, 
(m Q^{c it was one) my father watered itj atid ri- 
pened it to perfections 

He would often declare, in fpeaking his 
thoughts upon the fub]e<5l, that he did not con- 
ceive how the great eft family in England could 
it and it out againft an uninterrupted fucc^jffioQ 
of fix or ieven fliort nofes^ — And for the 
contrary reafon, he would generally add, That it 
tnuft be one of the great eft problems In civil 
life, where the fame number of long and jolly 
noft^s following one another in a direct line, did not 
railc and hoi ft it up into the be ft vacancies in the 
kingdom —He would often boaft that the ^an- 
dy family ranked very high in klrig Harry the 
Vf JJth's time, \iwt owti\t^\\k v^c^ ^o ftate en- 
gine, — ^he wouVi fa.^ , — >3iMt x^ '^^i ^^-^ \ — \f!ss. 
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that, like other families, he would add,-^it had 
felt the turn of the wheel, and had never reco- 
vered the blow of my great grandfather's nofe, 
—It was an ace of clubs indeed, he would cry 
(haking his head, — and as vile a one for an un- 
fortunate family, as ever turned up trumps. 

— Fair and foftly gentle reader ! — ^where is thy 
fancy carrying thee ? — If there is trutlx in man, 
by my great grandfather's nofe, I mean the 
external organ of fmelling, or that part of man 
which ftands prominent in his face, — and which 
painters iay, in good jolly nofes and well-propor- 
tioned faces, fhould comprehend a full third,— 
that is meafuring downwards from the letting on 
of the hair. 

— What a life of it has an author, at this 
pafs ! 



CHAP. XXXIV. 

IT is a Angular bleffing, that nature has formed 
the mind of man with the fame happy back«- 
"Wardnefs and renitency againft conviftion, which 
U obferved in old dogs, — ** of liot learning 
Clew tricks." 

What a ihuttlecock of a fellow would the great- 
^ philofopher that ever exifted, be whifked into 
it once, did he read fuch books, and obferve fuch 
?aAs> and think fuch thoughts, as^ would eter- 
:ially be making him change fides ! 

Now, my father, as I told you lafl year, de- 
jefted all this. — He picked up an Opinion, Sir, 
(s a man in a flate of nature picks up an apple. 
•-; It becomes his own, aud vf te. >& ^^^ 

Vol. III. M ^^^ 
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man of fpirh, he would lofc his life rather thu 

give it v.^* 

I am aware, that Didtus the great dTiEinp 
will cooteft this pcnnt j and cry out againft luf, 
liVlicocc comes this man's right to this apple ' 

ex confcfib, he will fay^ thiDgs were ia 

a llate of nature. The apple, as mnch 

Frank's apple, as John*5, Pray, Mr* Shai](Jfj 
virhat patent has he to ihew for it ? and hov^ M 
it be^n to be his ? was it, when he {ct hii h«Jt 
upon it ? or when he gathered it ? or when iw 
chewed it, or when he roafled it ? or when be 
peeled ? or when he brought it home ? or who 

he dlgefted it ? --— or when he ? — 

For 'tis plain, Sir, if the firft picking iip of 4e 

apple, made it not his,^ that no fubfequcntafi 

^ could. 

Brother Eidius, Trlbonlus will anfwer, — 
(now Tribonius the civilian and church lawyer's 
beard being three inches and a half and three 

eighths longer than Didhis his beard, Fm 

glad he takes up the cudgels for me, fo I gire 
myfelf no further trouble about the anf^jrer.) 

^^ Brother Didius, Tribonius will fay, litf 

a decreed cafe, as you may find it in the &ag- 
ments of Gregorius and Hermogenes's codes, and 
in all the codes from Juftinian's down to tJie 

codes of Louis and Des Eaux, That the 

fweat of a maa's brows, and the exfudatioos of 
a man's brains are as much a man's own propenyi 
as the breeches upon his backfide ; ~ which i^ 
exi udations, Sec. being dropped upon the faid apple 
by the labour of finding it, and picking it up j aai 
being moreover indiflblubly wafted, and as m^ 
folubly anneTs^cA \:i^ xive ^vO£« m^ to the thing 
picked up, canvcd Wm^> xoa&RA^ ^^ti^^^t 
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dtgeft^d, and fo on 4 *tis evident that the 

fLtherer of the apple, m fo doing, has mixed up 
methlng which -was his own, with the apple 
which was not his own, by wWch means he has 

aequired a property^ or, in other^ words, 

the apple is John's apple* 

By the fame learned -chain of re^onihg my 
father ilood up for all his opinions: he had 
^ared no pains in picldng them up, and the 
^nore they lay out of the comihon way, the better 

ftill was his title. No mortal claimed them : 

ithey had coft him moreover as much labour in 
<xx)king and digefting as in the cafe abdve, fo 
that they might well and truly be faid to be his 
own goods and chatties.—- — Accordingly he held 
faft by them, both by teeth and claws, — would 
fly to whatever he could lay his handson, — and 
in a word, would intrench and fortify them 
TQund wkh -as many circumvallations and breall- 
^ works, as my ilnde Toby would ^otadeL 
• There -was one plaguy rub in the way of this, 
•—the fcarcity <xf mat^iials to make any thing of M 
defence with, in cafe of a finart attack jinaf. 
much as few men of great genius had exercifed 
their parts an writing books upon the fubjeft of 
.g^reat nofes J by the trotting of my lean horfe, 
ithe thiDg4s iricredible^ and I am quite loft in my 
tmderftanding when I am -confiderihg what a 
treafor^ of precious tune and talewts together' has 
iljcea ' wafted upeii worfe fubjdfts, — -and how 
^ many millions ^Ikloks in all languages, and in 
all poflible typeis -and Wndings, have been fa- 
-bricated upon points oot half fo much tending 
to the unity and peace-makkig 'o£ tbft. ^^3^\^- 
What wBs to be had, ho^tfevw^ \^fev %!tv^ ^^•^- 
er (lore bj^ aad though mv taiYiet >NON5i^ ^^'^- 
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Clmcs (port with my uacle Toby's library — - 
whicli, by the bye, was ridiculous ecotigh,-^yet 
at the very lame ticDC he did it, he colJe^ed everj 
book and treaafe which had been f) flemaddly 
wroto upon nofrsj with as much care as my ho- 
jiell uncle Toby had dooe thofe upon military ar- 

<:hit©aare, -Tis true, a much lefs vMt 

would ha^'e held them ; — but thai was ootthj 
tjanfgreffionj my dear uncle*- — 

Hercj— but w by here, — rather than in any otlver 
part of my Itory, — I am not able to tell i —but 
here it is,~my heart ,ftops me to pay tg thee^ iiij 
dear uncle Toby, once for aJl, the tribute I o*£ 
tliy goodnefs^^here let me thrurt my chair a£4ft 
and kneel down upon the ground, whilft 1 m 
pounag forth the warmefl lentiments of love for 
thee, and veneration for the excellency of thy 
character, that ever virtue and nature kladled in 

a nephew's bofom Peace and comfort 

reft for evermore upon thy head ! xhou 

envkd'ft no man's comforts, -^ infulied'fl nomad's 

opinions. Thou blacfvened'ft no inan*s ctu- 

rafter, — devoured'ft no n^an'a bread : gently 
with faithful Trim behind thee, didfl thou ambk 
round thclitde circle of thy pleafures, jofdingm 
creature in diy way ;— for each one's ferrkfi, 
thou had*ft a tear, ~ for;each man's need, thofl 
had'Jt a ihilhng- . " 

WJiUfl I am worth one, to pay a weeder — tby 
path from thy door to thy })owJing green ilull 
never be grown up.-«Whim there is a rood aodi 
half of land in the Shandy family, thy forti- 
fications, my dear uiicie Toby, jQiaJl u^va be 
dcmoliihed. ^ ,^^^^ ^,^ ^-^^ 
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CHAP. XXXV/ ♦ 

MY father^s colleftion was not great, buf 
To make' amends, it was curious 5 an^ 
confeq'iieAlly "heWas* fome tiilie in inaking if ^ 
he had the great good f<>rftih6, hdweVV' to- fe# 
off well, in getting Brufcambille's prologue 

upon long nofes, almoft for nothing, — for 

he gave no more for Bnifcambille than three 
half crowns 5 owing indeed to the ftrong . fancy 
which *hb ftallmahfaw iny^fath^r had-fc^ )the 
bofok the m6ment he lidd bis-hands' upon it— — - 
TherJ are not thr^ Brafcaafibilles in Ghriftcn^ ^ 

dom, ftid the ftsQl-itian, except what are 

chidned up in the Bbraries of the curious* My 
father flung down the money as quick as lighten- 
ing, — ^ took Rrufcambille into his bofom, 

hyed home from Piccadilly to Coleman-ftreet 
with it, as he would have hyed home with a trea- 
furfc without taking his hand once off from Bruf- 
caditrille all the way, . ' - 

To thofe who do not yet know " of which 
gender Brufcambille is, ' » inafmuch as a 
-prologue upon long nofes might eafily be 
done by either, — 'twill be no objeftion againft 
the fimile, — to fay, that when . my father got 
home, he folaced himfelf with > Brufcafimbille 
after the manner, in which, it is ten to one, 
your worfhip folaced youfftlf* with your firft 
xniflrefs, — that is, from morning eVen unto 
night : which by the bye, how delightful foever 
it may prove to the inamorato,— is of little or no- 
entertainment at all, to by-ftanders. Take 

notice, I go no farther with the fvKfik^v -'«^*' 
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fiolict^f €y€ was greater than his appetite, —^ Ids j 
seal greater than his knowledge, ^- he coohd— 
Ms a^eAIoos became divided, — he got h jld of ' 
Prigpitz, — purchafed Scrodenis, Andrea Par xus, 
Bouchct's Evening Conferences, and above dl, i 
tlie great and learned Hafcn Slawkf nbergius : c^J 
which, as I ihall have much to Cay by and bjre- 
1 will fay nothing now. 



CHAP- XXXVI. 



OF all the tra^B my father was at the pnm 
to procure and ftudy in fupport of his hy- ' 
pothcfis there was not any one wherein he felt a'l 
more cruel difappolntment at iirfV, ihan in the/ 
celebrated dialogne between Panjphagus audi 
Cocks, written by the chafte pen of the great 
a.nJ venerable Erafmiis upon the various nfes and 
iealbnable appljuations of long nofes, — — - Now 
don't let Satan, my dear girl, in this chapter, 
take advantage of any one fpot of riiing-ground 
to get aftride of your imagination, if you can any 
v>^ays help it ; or if he is fo nimble as to flip 
on, — let me beg of you, like an unbacked 
iiliy, to frilk it, to fqulrt it, to jump it, to rear 
ir, to bound it, — and to kick it, with long kicks 
and ihort kicks, till like Tickletoby's mare you 
break a Jftrap or a crupper, and throw his worfhip 
into the diit : — You need not kill him. -*- 

— And pray** who was Tickletoby's marc ? 

'tis juft as difcreditable and unfcholar-likc a 

queftion. Sir, as to have afkcd what year (ab 
urb. con.) the fecond Punic war broke out. — 

Who was Tickletoby's mare ! Read, read, 

fead|^ read, my uuLeaiucdi^^x^ex'. t^^kd^— — or 
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by the knowledge of the great faint Paraleipo— 
menon 1 tell you before-hand, you had bet- 
ter throw down the book at gnce ; for without 
much reading, by wWch your reverence knows, 
I mean much knowledge, you will no more be 
able to penerate the moral of the next marbkd 
page (motly emblem of my work !) than the 
world with >U its fagacity has been able to unra- 
vel the many opinions, tranl^ipns and truths 
which ftill lie myftically hid under the dark vdl 
of the black one. 



CHAR XXXVIL 

**, ^^T IHIL me poenitct hujus nafi," quoth Pam- 
** IN phagus ;w— ^that is, — ** My nofc has 
" been the making of me.** — — << Ncc eft cur 

" poeniteat," replies Cocles 5 that is, ** How 

** the d^ufe fliould fuch a nofc fail ?" 

The doftrine, you fee, was laid down br- 
Erafmus, as my father wifhed it, with the utmoft 
plainnefs ; but my father's, difappointment was, 
in finding nothing more from fo able a pen, but 
the bare faft itfelt ; without any of that fpecu- 
lative fubtilty or ambidexterity of argumentation 
upon it, which heaven had beftowed upon man^ 
on purpofe to inveftigate truth, and fight for her 
on all fides— My father pifli'd and pugh'd at firft 

moft terribly, 'tis worth fomething to have a 

good name. As the dialogue was of Erafmus,. 
my father foon came to himfelf, and read it over 
and over again, with great applicatioPi ftudying 
every word and every fyllable of it through and^ 
through, in its moft ftrift and literal interpretati- 
on, — he could ftill make nothmgoC Vi^xJciax^w^*- 
M 4, ^viV^^v. 
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Mayhaps there is more meant, thaa is iaid in it,. 

quoth my father. Learned men, brother 

'ioby, don't write dialogues upon long nofcs for 
DOthiBgi — ril ftudy the mylHc and the allego- 
ric, f€nfe,^-^her€ Is fomc room to torn a man's 
fclf i% hrothcr- 

My father read on, — 

Now, I find it needful to inform your revfr* 
rences and woribips, that befides the many caud* 
cal ufcs of long nofes enumerated by Erafmus, 
the dialogifl affii'meth that a long nofc Is not witM 
out its domeHic ronTenknces alio, for that id ft 
cafe of difbds, and for want of a pair of bellows, 
it will do excelleutly well, ad excitandum focunji 
(to i\iT up the Hre.) 

Nature had been prodigal in her pfrs to mj 
father beyond meafurc, and had fown the feeds 
of verbal critkifm as deep within him, as /he had ' 

done the feeds of all other knowledge, 

fo that he had got out his penknife, and was try- 
ing experiments upon the fentence, to fee if he 

( ould not fcratch fome better fenfe into it. 

I have got within a fmgle letter, brother Toby, 
cried my father, of Erafmus his myftick meaning, 

You are near enough, brother, replied my 

uncle, in all confcience,— — -pfhaw ! cried my 

father, fcratching on 1 might as well be feven 

miles off. 1 have done it, faid my fa- 
ther, fnapping his fingers. See, my dear bro- 
ther Toby, how I have mended the ienfe. 

But have you marr'd a word, replied my ;uncle 

Toby. ^My father put on his fpeflacles,-— bit 

his lip, and tore out the leaf in a pallion. 



^-^ K^; 
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CHAP. XXXVIII. 

Slawkenbergius ! thou faithful analyzer of 

_ my Difgrazias, thou fad foreteller of fo- 

many of the whips and fhort turns, which in one 
ftage or other of my life have come flap upon me 
from the fhortnefs of my nofc, and no other caufe, 
that I am confcious of. ■ « ' T ell me, Slaw- 
kenbergius ! wh^ fecret impulfe was it ? what 
intonation of voice ? whence came it I how did 

it found in thy ears ? art thou fure thou 

heardeft it ? ^which firft cried out to thee,— 

go,— -go, Slawkenbergius ! dedicate the labours 
of thy life, — negleft'thy pafthnes,— call forth all 
the powers and faculties of thy nature, — mace- 
rate thyfelf in the fervice of mankind, and write 
a grand folio-, for them,, upon the. fubjeft of 
their nofes. 

How the communication was conveyed into 

Slawkenber^us's fenforium^ fo^hat Slawken* 

bergius fhould know whofe finger touched the 
key,— and whofe hftud it was that blew the bel- 
lows — as Hafen Slawkenbergius has been dead 
and laid in his grave above fourfcore and ten 
years,-— we can only raife conjeftures. 

Slawkenbergius was plaij^ed.upon, for aught I 

know, like one of Whitfield's difciples, that 

is, with fuch a diftinft intelligence. Sir, of which 
of the two matters it was, that had been pr?.fti- 
fing upon his Inftrument,— *-as to make all rea-» 
foning upon it needlefs. 

—————For in the account which Hafen 
Slawkenber^us. gives 1 the world of his m'otii^s 
and occafioQsl ior wjcitijig, ^<i {^^^^ ^o^ t^^^iss^ 
Ms ^^•^'^ 
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years of his life mpon this one work.— Towards 

the end of his Prologomenaj which by the bye 

fhould have come firfi, bat the book-binder 

has moA injudicioully placed it betwixt the ana- 
litical contents of the book, and the book kfelf, 

he iofonnff his reader , that ever fmce he 

hud arrived at the age of dlfcertiment, and was 
able to fit dow^ti coolly, and confider within him- 
fclf the true ftdte and condirion of man, and dii- 
tinguiih the iTialn end and dcfrgn of his being 

^r,-^ '- to fhorten my tranflation, for 

Slawkcnbergins's book is in Latin, and not a lit- 
tle prolix in this paiTage, ~ ever fince 1 iinder- 
ftood, quoth tSla^vkenbergius, any thing, — or ra- 
ther what vi^s whatj^ and could perceive 

that the point of long nofes had been too loofely 
handled by all who had ^nc before j-*-^have ^ 
Slawkenbergins, felt a Jlrong imptilfe, with a 
jiiif^tity and ;m unrtliftible call wkhin me, to gird 
tip myfelf to this undertaking. 

And to do juftice to Slawkenbergius, he has 
entered the lift with a ftronger lance, and taken 
a much larger career in it, than any one man 
v/ho had ever entered it before him,—— — and in- 
df ed, in many refpefls, deferves to be en-nich'd 
as a prototype for all writers, of voluminous 

works at leaft, to model their books by, for 

he has taken in. Sir, the whole fubjedt, — exa- 
mined every part of it, diale^icaliy then 

brought it into full day •> dilucidating it with all 
the light which either the collifon of his own na- 
tural parts could ftrike, or the profoundeft^ 

knowledge of the fciences had empowered him 

to caft upon it, collating, collefting, and 

compiling, hegdng^ borrowing, and fteal- 

jng^ as he N^reivt akiu^ ^\I^'8X\3a^\ifc^^ 
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or wrangled thereupon in the fchools and porti- 
cos of the learned : fo that Slawkenbergius his 
book may properly be confidered, . not only as a 
model,— -but as a thorough ftitched digest and ' 
regular inftitute of ndes j , comprehending in it,^ 
all that is, or can be needful to be known about - 
them. 

For this caufe it: is, , that I forbear to Ipeak of 
fb many (otherwiie) valuable books and treatifes- 
of my father'^ coUefting, , wrote, either plump 
upon nofes, — or collaterally touching them ;-^ 
fuch for inftanec as Frigaiti:, now* lying upon the 
table before me,, who with infinite .learmng, and 
from the mo(V candfd and fcholar-^Uke examina- • 
tton of above four thbufand difierent (klills, jn up-- 
wards of twenty chafiidi. houies in^Sikfia,. which 

he had rummaged,T has informed us, , that the 

menfurattoa. and coafigoFatioc. oithic ofleous or 
boney parts «€ human oofes^ ,in any given traft of - 
country^. except Grim Tartary, .where, they are 
all crufhcd down by the thumbi\fi> that no judg- 
ment can* bei formed upon them, 7 are 

much nearer > alike, thaa- the world images; ^ 

thfc difFerence. amongft-them, being, he 

lays, a mere .trifle, notworth taking notice of^— 
but that thex filse and jollity of every individual 
noie> and by which one nofe. ranks above^ ano- 
ther, and bears. ar/higher price, is owing to the: 
cartUaginous.and mufcular .parts of it, into, whofe .: 
ddAs and fiiiuiSs the^biood and animal, fpirits be- 
ing impelled,' ,and Stmttirby the warmth and force 
of the.imaginationr, whidv^ds.but aitepfrinn it, 
(^ting the. cafe of idiots, •; whom Prignitz,. who 
hkd lived hiany tyears in Turkey^^. fuppofes imder 

the more immlcdiatc tutelage of heaven) itib.- 

happens^ ^ajQd.e¥a:.imJi(l^_^js lB^<gikL^ \k^ ^^^ 
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excellency of the nole is in a direft arithme- 
tical proportion to the excellency of the wearer'^ 
fancy. 

It is for the ftme reafon, that is, becaufc ^tis 
all conaprehended in Slawkenbergius, that I fay 
nothing like wife of Scroderus (Andrea) who all 
the world knows, fet himfelf to oppugn Prig- 

Eitz with great violence^ -proving it in his 

own way, firflj logically, and then by a feries of 
ftnbborn fa<fls, " That fo far was Prignitz from 
the truth, in affirming that the fancy begat the 
nofe, that ou the contrary , — the nofe begat the 
fancy :'* 

The learned fufpefted Scroderus, of 
an indecent fophifm in this, — and Prignitz cried 
out aloud in the difpute^ that Scroderus had Shift- 
ed the idea upon him, — but Saoderus went oa, 
maintaining his thefis, — 

My father was juft balancing within himfelfj 
which of the two fides he ihould take In this af- 
fair ; wheiv Ambrofe Paraeus decided it in a mo- 
ment, and by overthrowing the fy Items, both of 
Prignitz and Scroderus, drove my father out of 
both fides of the controverfy at once. 

Be witnefs 

I don't acquaint the learned reader, — in faying 
it, I mention it only to (hew the learned, I know 
the faft myfelf. — 

That this Ambrofe Paraeus was chief furgeon 
and nofe-mender of Francis the ninth of Prance^ 
and in high credit with him and the two prece- 
ding, or fucceeding kings (I know not which), — 
and that except in the flip he made in his ftory of 
Taliacotius's nofes, and his manner of fetting them 
on,— was efteemed by the whole college of phy- 
licians at that time, as more knowing in matters 

of 
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of nofes, than any one who had ever taken them 
in hand. 

Now Ambrofe Parseus convince d my father, 
that the true and efficient caufe of what had en- 
gaged fo much the attention of the world, and 
upon which Prignitz and Scroderus had wafled 
fo much learned arid fine parts, — was neither this 
nor that, but that the length and goodnefs 

of the nofc was owing fimply to the foftnefs and 

flaccidity in the nurfe's breaft, as the flatnefs 

and fliortnefs of puifne nofes was, to the finnnefs 
and elaftic repulfion of the fame organ of nutri- 
tion in the hale and lively,— -which, though 
happy fcM* the woman, was the undoing of the 
child, inafmuch as his nofe was fo fnubb'd, fb 
rebuflfd, fo rebated, and fo refrigerated tHereby, 
as never to arrive ad menfuram fuam legitimam ; 

but that in cafe of the flaccidity and foftnefs 

of the nurfe or mother's breaft,— -by finking 
into it, quoth Paraens, as into fo much butter, 
the nofe was comforted, nourifhed, plumped 
up, refreflied, refoclllated, and fet a growing' for 
ever. 

I have but two things to obferve of Paraeus j 

firft, that he proves and explains all this with 

the utmoft chaftity and decorum of exprefficMi : 

f or which may his foul ever reft in 

peace ! 

And, fecondly, that befides the fyftems of 
Prignitz and Scroderus, which Ambrofe Paraeps 
his hypothefis cffftlually overthrew, it over- 
threw at the fame time the fyftem of peace and 
harmony of our family 5 and for three days to- 
gether, not only embroiled matters between my 
father and my mother^ but turned likewife the 

whole 
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whole houle and every chmg in k, except my un- 
cle Toby, quite upfide clown. 

Such a ridiculous tale of a difputc between i. 
m^n and his wife, never furcly in any age or 
country got vent through the key-hole of a ffreet- 
doof} 

My mother^ you muil know,— — but I have 
fifty things more itecelfary to let you know firftr 

1 have an hondreJ difficulties which 1 

have promifed to dear up, and a thonfand dii- 
trcflcs and don>eftic mifad ventures crowding in 
upon me thick and three-fold, one upon the 
neck of another, a cow broke in (tu* mor- 
row morning) to my uncle Toby's fort if- catiooSj 
and eat up two ratios and half of dried-grafsj 
tearmg up the ftxis with it, which faced his horn* 
work and covered way. " ■ Trim infifts up- 
on being tried by a cotirt-martial, — -the cow to> 
be fhot, — Slop to be cruciiixed, — — m) ielf to b^ 
triflram'd, and at my very bap tifm made a mar- 
tyr ofy poor unhappy devils that we all 

are:-— —I want fwaddiing,— — bur there 

is no time to be loft in exclamations. !• 

have left my father lying acrofs his bed, and my 
tmcle Toby in his old fringed chair, fitting befide 
him, and promifed I would go back to them in. 
half an hour,, and five and thirty minutes are 

laps'd already. Of all the perplexities a 

mortal author was ever ken in,— this certainly 
is the greateft, ■ f or I have Haien Slawkenber- 
gius's folio. Sir, to finifh— — — a dialogue be- 
tween my father and my uncle Toby, upon the 
folution of Prignitz, Scrodcrus, Ambrofe Paraeus,.-, 
Ponocrates and Grangoufier to relate, — a tale, 
out of Slawkenbergiua to tranflate, and all this - 

HI: 
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in five minutes lefs than no time at all ;— fuch a 
head ! — would to heaven ! my enemies only faw 
the iniide of it ! 



CHAP. XXXIX. 

TH£R£ was not any one fcene more enters 
taining in our family, and to do it jut 

tice in this point ; and I here put off my cap 

and lay it upon the table clofe befide my ink- 
horn, on purpole to make my declaration to the 
world concerning this one article, the more ib* 

lemn^ that I believe in my foul, (unlefs my 

love and partiality to my underftanding blinds 
me) the hand of the fupreme Maker and firft De^ 
figner of all things, never made or put a family 
together, (in that period at leaft of it, which I 
have fat down to write the ftory of) — where the 
characters of it were caft or contrafted with f6 
dramatic a feUctty as curs was, for this end ; or 
in which the capacities of affording fuch exquiiite 
icenes, and the powers of flufdng them perpetu- 
ally from morning to nighty were lodged and in^ 
tnifled with ib unlinuted a confidence, as in the 
Shandy family .^ 

Not any one of thefe was more diverting I fay,; 

in this whimfical theatre of ours,. thwi what 

frequently aroie out c^ this felf-fame chapter of 
long nofes,— efpedally when mfy father's imagi- 
nation was heated with the enquiry, and nothing 
would ferve him but to heat my uncle Toby'e 
too. 

My uncle Toby would g^ve my father all poC^ 
fible fair play in this attempt ; and with infinite 
patience would fit. fiuoaking his, pipe for wholes: 

hoursL 
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hours tngether, whlltl my father was praftiling 
upon his head^ and trying every acceflible avenue 
to drive Prigiiitz and Scroderus's folutioas into 
it. 

Whether they were above my uncle Toby's rea^ 

fon,^-or contrary to it, or ibat his brain was 

like wet tinder, and no fpark could poflrbly take 
hold, — or that U was Co full of faps, mines, blindjj, 
curtins^ and ilich military dilqtialilications to his 
fedng clearly into Prignitz and Scroderus's doc- 
trines, — I fay not, — kt fthool-men, — icaHiofiS, 
anatomifts, and engineers^ fight for it amongft 
t hemfelves . 

Twas ibme misfbrtunej I make no doubt, ia 
this affaii'j that my father had every word of it 
to tranflatc for the benefit of my uncle Toby, and 
render out of Slawkenbcrgius's Latin, of whidi, 
as he was txo great maflerj his tranfladon was not 
always of the pureilj — -and geoerally leall: lb, 
where *twas mofl wan ted^-^ this naturally opened 
a door to a fecond misfortune j — that in the warm- 
er paroxifms of his zeal to open my uncle Toby's 
eyes — my father's ideas run on, as much fafter 
than the tranflation, as the tranflation oiitmoved 

my uncle Toby's ; neither the one or the other 

added much to the perfpicuity of my father's lec- 
ture. 



CHAP. XL. 

TH E gift of ratiocination and making lyllo- 
gifras, — I mean in man, for in fu- 

perior clafTes of beings, fuch as angels and fpi- 
rits, — 'tis all done, may it pleafe your worfhips* 
as they tell me, b^ ii^t \i ityq ^ % — 'accL^b^\ru^s in-. 
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feriqr, as your worftiips all know, — fyllogize by 
their nofes ; though there is an ifland fwimming 
ill the fea, though not altogether' at its eale, 
whofc inhabitants, if my intelligence deceives 
me not, are (o wonderfully gifted, as to fyllo-^ 
gize after the fame faftiion, and oft-times to make 
very well out too : — but that's neither here nor 
there — 

The gift of doing it as it ftiould be, amongft 
us, — or the great and principal aft of ratiocination 
in man, as logicians tell us, is the finding out the 
agreement or difagreement of two ideas one with 
another, by the intervention of a third ; (called 
the medius terminus) juft as a man, as Lockef 
well obferves, by a yard, finds two men's nine- 
pin-alleys to be of the fame length, which could 
not be brought together, to meafure their equa- 
lity, by juxta-pofition. 

Had the fame great reafoner looked on, as my 
father illuftrated his fyftems of nofes, and ob- 
(erved my uncle Toby's deportment,— —what 

great attention he gave to every word, and 

as oft as he took his pipe from his mouth, with* 
what wonderful ferioufnefs he contemplated the. 

length of it, furveying it tranfverfely as he 

held it betwixt his finger and his thumb, — then 
foreright, — then this way, and then that, in all its 
poffible direftions and forcfhortenings, — he would 
have concluded my uncle '1 oby had got hold of 
the medius terminus; and was fyllogizing and 
meafuring with it the truth of each hypothefis of 
long nofes, in order as my father laid them be- 
fore him. This by the bye, was more than my 
father wanted, — his aim in all the pains he was 
at in thefe philofophic ieftures, was to enable my 
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uncle Toby not to difcufs,— but comprehend- 
to hold the grains and fcruplcs of learning,— not 
to weigh them* — — My uncle 1 abj^, as you 
Mill read in the next chapter, did neither the one 

er the other. 



CHAP- XLL 

5 Tp I S a pity, crJcd my father one winter's 
X night, after a thrc« hours painfol tranfla* 

tion of Slawkenbergios, 'tis a pity, cried mj 

father, putting my mother^s thread-paper Into the 
book for a mark, as he fpoke— that truth, br(^ 
ther Toby, Hiotild fhnt hcrfelf up in fuch im- 
pregnable faflncHes, and be Co obftinate as not to 
furrendcr herfelf fometinies up upon the clofdl 

fiege, 

Now it happened then, as indeed it had often 
done before, that my uncle Toby's fancy, during 
the time of my father's explanation of Prignitz 
to hlm^ — having nothing to flay it there, had 

taken a fhort flight to the bowling-green j • 

his body might as well have taken a turn there 

too, fo that with all the femblance of a deep 

fchool-man intent upon the medius terminus, 

my uncle Toby was in fa<5l as ignorant of the 
whole lefture, and all his pro's and con's, as if 
my father had been tranflating Hafen Slawken* 
bergius from the Latin tongue into the Cherokee. 
But the word fit^gCy like a talifmanic power, in 
my father's metaphor, wafting back my uncle 
Toby's fancy, quick as a note could follow the 

touch, he opened his ears, — and my father 

oblerving that he took his pipe out of his mouth, 
and iliuifled his chavt w^^d^x \}^^v^\.^^ ^swlth a 



TRISTRAM SHANDY, Gent. 283 

defire to profit, — my father with great pleafiire 
began his fentence again, changing only the plan, 
and dropping the metaphor of the fiege of it, to 
keep clear of fome dangers my father appre- 
hended from it. 

'Tis a pity, faid my father, that truth can only 

be on one fide, brother '1 oby, confiderlng 

what ingenuity thefe learned men have all fhewn 

in their folutions of nofcs. Can nofcs be 

diffolved ? replied my uncle T oby. 

. My father thruft back his chajr,-^- 

rofe up, — put on his hat, took four long 

ftrides to the dooir,*— jerked it open, — thrulthis 

head half way out, fbut the door again, — '• 

took no notice of the bad hinge, returned to 

the table, — plucked my moth^s thread-paper 

out of Slawkenbergius's book went haftily to 

his bureau, walked flowly back, twifting my 

mother's thread-paper about his thumb,— unbut- 
ton'd his waiftcoat, — threw my mother's thread- 
paper into the firei bit her fattin pin-cufhion 

in two, fill'd bis mouth with bran, confound- 
ed it 5 but mark ! the oath of con- 

fufion was levelled at my uncle 7 oby's brain,— 
which was e'en confufed enough already,— the 
curfo came charged only with the bran,— the 
bran, may it pleafe your Honours, — was no more 
than powder to the ball. 

'T-was well my father's paffions laAed not 
long ; for fo long as they did laft, they led him 
a bufy life on't, and it is one of the moft unac- 
countable problems that ever I met with in my 
obfervations of human nature, that nothing (hould 
prove my father's mettle fo much, or make his 
paffions go off fo like gun-powder, as the unex- 
pected Arokes his fcience met with from the Q^aij:NJL 
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fitnplidty of my uncle Toby's queftions- *-* Had 
tea dozen of hornets rtijng him behind m ib many 
diircreiii places all at one lime, — he could not 
hav^ exerted more mechamcal functioas in fewer 
fccont^s, — or Aarted half fo m\]ch, as with one 
fingle qaxre of tlxrce words unfeafonably popping 
in full upon him in his hobby- horfical career. 

Twas all one to my uncle Toby, — he fmoaked 
his pipe on, with unvaried compoibrej-— his heart 
never intended offence to his brother — and as his 
head never found oiit where the fting of it lay,— 
he always ga\'c my father the credit of cooling hf 
himftlf. J — -^ — He was fiv^ minutes and tinnj- 
five feconds about it in die pre lent caJe, 

By all that's good ! iaid my father, fweam^j 
as he came to hunielf, and taking the oath oo cut* 
Ernulphus"s digcft of curies » — (though to domy^ 
fiUher juftice it was a fault as he toid I. r. Slop in 
the aftlilr of Eniiilphns) (wtich he as feldom 
committed as any man upon earth,)— -By all that's 
good and great [ biother Toby, faid my father, 
if it was not for the aids ot philofophy, which 
befriend one fo much as they dp, — you wonlJ put 
a man befide all temper. — Why, by the iblutions 
of noi'es, of which I was telling you, I meant as 
you might have known, had you favoured me 
with one grain of attention, the various accounts 
which learned men of different kinds of know- 
ledge have given the world, of the caufes of 
fhort and long nofes. — There is nocaufe but one, 
replied my uncle \ oby, — why one man's nofe is 
longer than another's, but becaufe that God 
pleafes to have it fo. — That is Grangoufier's fo- 
lution faid my father. — 'Tis he, continued my 
uncle Toby, looking up, and not regarding my 
father's interrupuow, >wl\o makes us ail,, and 
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frames and puts us together in fuch forms and 
proportions, and for fuch ends, as is agreeable to 
his infinite wifdom. — 'Tis a pious account, cried 
my father, but not philofophical, — there is more 
religion in it than found fcience- 'Twas no in- 
confiftent part of my uncle Toby's chara6ler, — 
that he feared God, and reverenced religion. — 
So the moment my father finiihcd his remark, — ' 
my uncle Toby fell a whittling LillabuUero, with 
more zeal (though more out of tune) than ufual.— 
What is become of my wife's thread-paper ? 



CHAP. XLH. 

NO matter,— a^ an appendage to fcamftrefly, the 
thread-paper might be of fome confequencc 
to my mother,— of none to my father, as a mark 
in Slawkenbergius. Slawkenberrius in every 
page of him was a rich treaftiidy of inexhauftible 
knowledge tb my fathen-^he could not open him 
amifs: and he would often ' fay in dofmgthc 
book, that if all the' arts and fcierices in the 
world, witli the books- wWch treated 'of them, 
were loft^ — fiiOuld the wifdom and policies of 
governments, he would fay, through difufe, ever 
happen to be fotgot^ and all that ftatefmeniiad 
wrote, or cauied to be written, upon the ftrong 
or the weak fides of courts and kingdoms, fhould 
they be forgot alfo, — and Slawkenbergius only 
left — there would be enough in him in all con- 
fcience, he would, fay, to fet the world a-going 
again. A treafure therefore was he indeed ! an 
inftitute of all that was necflary to be known of 
DofeSf and every thing e\fe, — ^^x m-aXiXi^ ^voo^^ -^^^ 
vcfpers was Hafcn Skwk<&iib^igpa.^>KL%x^««''^^^ 
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and delight ; 'twas for ever in his hands — yon 
would hive fworn, Sir, it had been a canon's 
prayer-book, — fo worn, Co giazed, fo contrjted 
aad attriied was it with fiogers and with thumbs 
ia all its parts^ from one end even unto the other. 

I am not fuch a bigot to Slawkenbergiiis, as 
my father — there is a fund in him, no doubl ; 
but in my opinion > the beft> I do not fay the moft 
profitable^ but the moft amufing part of Hafen 
Slawkcnber^us, is his tales, — and, ^confideriDg 
he was a German, many of them told not with- 
out fancy : — thefe take up his fccond book, con- 
taining nearly one half of his folio, and are com- 
prehended in ten decads, each dccad containing 
ten tales, — Philofophy is Dot built upon tales \ 
and therefore *Ewas certarnly wrong in SJawken- 
ber^us to fend th^em into the world by that name ^ 
— there are a few of them in his eighth, ninth, 
aud tt^nth decads, which I own feem rather play- 
ful andfportive, than fpeculativc, — but in general 
they arc to be looked upon by the learned as a dc^ 
tail of fo many independent fafts, all of them 
turning round fome how or other upon the main 
hinges of his fubjeft, and coile^ed by him with 
great fidelity, and added to his work as lb many 
Uluftrations upon the doflrines of nofes. 

As wc have leifure enough upon our hands,-— 
if you give me leave, madapi, I-U tell you the 
ninth tale of his tenth decad. 



END of the TmRD Volume^ 
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